CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST - CONGREGATIONAL

440 West Lanikaula Street, Hilo, Hawai'i
Service of Worship July 12, 2026
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Eric S. Anderson, Pastor

Please note that audio and video of this service are being live streamed on the Internet and
will be recorded. The right rear section of the sanctuary will not be captured by any cameras.
Please be aware that in other sections you may be visible at times.

Prelude: Morning Has Broken Kayleen Yuda
Lighting of the Candles

Ringing of the Bell

Welcome: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

*I'd like to invite those who are able, to please stand and join me in the Call to
Worship (based on Psalm 65:1-13) Christian Albano

Leader: God brings the refreshing rain to the earth, enriching it,
People: The river of God is full of water, providing the people with nourishment.

Leader: God softens the ridges with showers, blessing the growth of greenery from rock.
People: God crowns the year with bounty and with beauty.

Leader: The pastures of the wilderness overflow; the hills gird themselves with joy,
People: Meadows and valleys, decked with flocks and flowers, shout and sing
together for joy.

All: Let us worship God!
* Hymn #108: Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old (v. 1 - 4)
* Invocation (based on Psalm 119:105-112)  Christian Albano

Your word is the lamp that guides our feet and lights our path, O God. We have
promised to follow you in speech and deed, and we strive to do so. Accept our
offerings of praise today, and teach us once again what it means to be your people.
Your word is our heritage forever, the joy of our hearts. Amen.

Please be seated



WE SHARE THE WORD OF GOD

Anthem: I Will Sing Of the Mercies Kayleen Yuda
Time with the Children Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Scripture: Christian Albano

[saiah 55:10-13
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on
the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them

up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang
up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. If you have ears, hear!”

“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart;



this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet such a person has no root
but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the
word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the
one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word,
and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in
another sixty, and in another thirty.”

Sermon: We Are Not Farmers (Mostly) Rev. Eric S. Anderson

WE RESPOND IN WORD AND DEED

Pastoral Prayer Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Please join me in the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

* Hymn #318: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast (v. 1-4)
Call to Offering Christian Albano

From day to day we set out to make things grow - relationships, communities, and the
resources that sustain our lives and those of others. From that abundance we share in
turn: love, support, and the gifts that sustain life. Whether you share your gift here in the
church today, through a gift online, or via an envelope in the mail, let the offering now be
received.

Offertory: Cantilene  Kayleen Yuda

* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heavenly host

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost - Amen



* Offertory Prayer Christian Albano

Accept these gifts, O God, which have grown from the seeds you planted in us. May
they in turn grow to sustain and to encourage many others in their relationship
with you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

* Hymn #495: Called as Partners in Christ’s Service (v. 1 - 4)

Please be seated

Announcements Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Benediction Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Postlude: Fanfare Kayleen Yuda

* Please stand if you are able.
Permissions:

Morning Has Broken
Contributors: arr. Lani Smith
Streamed by permission ONELICENSE A-735890

Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old

Text by Joy F. Patterson, 1982

© 1982 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Co.)
Tune JUDAS AND MARY by Sydney Carter, 1964

© 1964 Stainer & Bell Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Co.)
Streamed by permission ONELICENSE A-735890

[ Will Sing Of Thy Mercies
James Filmore
Public Domain

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
Text by John Cawood, 1815
Public Domain

Tune ST. FLAVIAN first pub. 1562
Public Domain

Cantilene

Contributors: Arthur W. Marchant, Edward Broughton

Tune: © 1981 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation (Admin.
by Music Services)

Streamed by permission ONELICENSE A-735890



Called as Partners in Christ’s Service

Text by Jane Parker Huber, 1981

© 1981 Jane Parker Huber

(admin. Westminster John Knox Press

Tune BEECHER by John Zundel, 1855

Streamed by permission ONELICENSE A-735890

Fanfare

Music by Nicolas J. Lemmens; edited by Diane Bish © Copyright 1993 Tarzana Music
Company (administered worldwide by the Fred Bock Publishing Group) All rights
reserved. Used by Permission.

Contributors: Diane Bish, Nicolas Jacques Lemmens

Streamed by permission ONELICENSE A-735890

Important Dates

Today, July 12 - Council meeting in the Lounge

Friday, July 17, 6 PM - Community Sing in the sanctuary

Saturday, July 18, 9 AM - Vacation Bible School in the Building of Faith
Sunday, July 19 - J’s Mini Mart & Bread for the World Bake Sale

Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. - A Song from Church of the Holy Cross - see website
Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m. - Bible Study in person, in Pastor’s Study or via Zoom

Pickleball Lessons - Contact Connie 808-936-7534 or
Ruth at rnduponte07 @gmail.com to sign up

Pastor Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Moderator Lorraine Davis

Vice Moderator Elwood Kita

Lay Reader Christian Albano
Chapel Decorations Setsuko Takemoto
Organist/Pianist Kayleen Yuda

Music Director-Accompanist Bob Grove

Hand Bell Choir Director Evan Montemayor
IYAA Choir Director Stuart Mori

Sunday School Teacher Gloria Kobayashi



Sunday School Aide Johanna Narruhn

Image Artist Sue Smith

Live Stream Director Ruth Niino-DuPonte

Sound Engineer & Assistant Director Ben Yamaki

Videographers Eric Tanouye, Mace Peng, Bob
Smith, Cindy Debus, Woody Kita

Office Manager Kahealani Mahone-Brooks

Other Faith Groups that meet at Church of the Holy Cross

* The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei - Sanctuary, 12 noon
Rev. Bensis Henry

* Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa - Sanctuary, 2:00 p.m.
Rev. Sitau Ofoia, Jr.

» The Bedesta Church - Sanctuary, 4 p.m.
Rev. Edmes Edwin

We welcome you to worship this day. Church of the Holy Cross seeks to help its members,
friends, and visitors follow the guidance of God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit, encouraging all
people to love one another according to the teachings of Jesus. We live and teach the faith,
speak good news, minister to people near and far, and work with other households of faith
and helping agencies to improve our community and our world. To learn more visit our
website at holycrosshilo.com.

If you wish to donate to
the church electronically,
please scan this QR code.







