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C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  C R O S S  

D e c e m b e r  
U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

14 11:00 a.m. on line 
One Song 

20 3:00 p.m. via Zoom 
Bible Study 

December 14, 2022 

Christmas Request 

T he other day my 
daughter asked 

me what I wanted for 
Christmas. I gave her 
the answer that adults 
– particularly adults 
who are the parents of 
adult children – gradu-
ally come to give their 
progeny: 

“I don’t know.” 

It’s a sign of maturity, 
I’d like to think. The 
years have given me the 
ability to step back 
from the tyranny of ma-
terial things. I’m less 
tied to objects and to 
items. I’d like to think 
that. Anyone who has 
counted my guitars and 
ukuleles, however, will 
realize how connected I 
am to some things. 

Turnabout is fair play, 
however, so I quickly 
turned the question 
back on my daughter. 
“What do you want for 
Christmas?” I asked, 
hoping to turn the spot-
light from myself. 

Her answer, of course, 
was, “I don’t know.” 

The apple, I’m told, 
doesn’t fall far from the 
tree. 

We have gained some 
maturity. “Christmas,” 
as Doctor Seuss wrote, 
“doesn’t come from a 
store.” We know that. 
What we want for 
Christmas is to enjoy 

one another, to cele-
brate one another, to 
love one another as 
family. We’d also like 
for things in the world 
to be better: more 
peaceful, more healthy, 
more joyful, more lov-
ing. 
 
Your Christmas gift to 
Church of the Holy 
Cross is a significant 
part of our efforts to 
foster peace, health, 
joy, and love in the 
world around us. 
Through your gift we 
will provide words and 
music to comfort and 
inspire, prayers to 
cleanse the soul, and 
physical spaces for 
worship and learning. 
Through your gift we 
will aid those who lack 
shelter, clothing, and 
food. Through your gift 
we will teach, pray, 
learn, serve, and sing. 
 
May Christmas bring 
you opportunities to 
spend joyful celebra-
tions with those you 
love. May the gifts you 
give and the gifts you 
receive display that 
love. And thank you for 
your Christmas gift to 
Church of the Holy 
Cross, through which 
you embody your love 
for the entire world. 

 
Merry Christmas! 

       PLEDGES 
If you haven’t done it 
yet, please send in 
your pledge cards for 
2023. 

 
“Beloved, let us love 
one another, because 
love is from God: every-
one who loves is born 
of God and knows 
God.”— 1 John 4:7 
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I t feels like we have 
been racing through 

Advent. The fourth Sunday 
of this four Sunday season 
is just ahead, and Decem-
ber is less than half way 
through! 

I’m sure the young people 
and their teachers prepar-
ing for this Sunday’s pag-
eant feel like the day has 
arrived too quickly. I know 
that the musicians prepar-
ing for the weekend’s  
renditions of the Christ-
mas Fantasia feel that  
everything has gone quick-
ly. And as the one who  
prepares worship materi-
als each week, I can’t quite 
believe the way that we’ve 
come so soon to the last 
Sunday in Advent. 

In all the bustle of the  
season, what have you pre-
pared? A tree? Meals? 
Guest rooms? Gifts? Songs 
of the season? 

Have you prepared your 
spirit? 

Those who created the  
Advent season centuries 
ago believed that people 
readied themselves for  
celebration through con-

templation and confes-
sion. They believed in a 
“soul-cleaning” rooted in 
silence, solitude, and self
-denial. I’m sure it 
worked for some. I 
doubt it worked for all. 

People open their hearts 
and souls in different 
ways. Some reach out in 
service. Some study the 
Scriptures in depth. 
Some sing and dance. 
Some fast and pray.  

As Advent draws to a 
close, as Christmas Day 
draws near, take the 
time and the approach 
you need to bring God’s 
grace deeply into your 
heart. Whether you need 
company or solitude, 
whether you need quiet 
or a quest, whether you 
need silence or silliness, 
make some time for 
your soul in these last 
days. 

May Christ find your 
spirit open and welcom-
ing as Christmas comes. 

Blessings to you, 

 
Pastor Eric 

The Pastor’s Corner 

Bible Study With  
Pastor Eric 

 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 
 

Bible Study Online: 
Tuesdays 3:00 pm  

See the Weekly Chime 
for connection  

information via Zoom,  
or call the office  
for instructions 

 
 

December 18, 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Pageant & Fantasia 
Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc   

  Twitter: @esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  
  facebook.com/holycrosshilo  
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GRACIOUS 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

Sunday, December 18 
Lay Reader 
Cindy Debus 

 

Chapel Decoration 
Jean & Woody Kita 

 

Sunday, December 25 
Lay Reader 
Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 
Cindy Debus 

 

Sunday, January 1 
Lay Reader 

Stefan Tanouye 
 
 

Chapel Decoration 
Laura Ota 

 
 

Sunday, January 8 
Lay Reader 
Bob Smith 

 
 

Chapel Decoration 
Lillian Tanouye, Heather 
Tanouye, Kyle Nakayama 

families 
 
 

3 Katy Marshall 

4 Janine Kawazoe 

7 Martha Yamada 

7 Eli Yamaki 

8 Jill Suzuki 

13 Sachie Fukuda 

14 Emyann Omae 

17 Saeko Hayashi 

18 Jay Yokoyama 

19 Doreen Lucas 

21 Lynn Tadaki 

25 Setsuko Takemoto 

D e c e m b e r  

3 Ann Kanahele 

6 Kyle DuPonte 

7 Percyna Pitiol 

8 Bill Chen 

8 Kyle Nakayama 

8 Ashley Santo 

9 Takeru Hayashi 

19 Newton Chu 

20 Grayson Inouye 

22 Michi Koizumi 

24 Jihey Esther Roach 

27 Wayne Suzuki 

28 Theodora Mukai 

30 Barbara Iwami 

30 Vernon Inouye 

J a n u a r y  

The Messenger 
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by  

Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo.  
If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word 

format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service. 

Birthday Blessings 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  
Bible Study: Tuesdays,  3:00 p.m. via Zoom  

One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online 

Bethesda Church: Worship service Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online  
Pickleball: Played Mondays, 2:00 p.m., Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m., Wednesdays 2:00 

p.m., and Saturdays,  1:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith—limited to maxi-

mum of 10 attendees 

 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei  (UCCP) 

Rev. Bensis Henry 12:00 noon to 1:30 pm in the sanctuary. 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS]  

Rev. Sitau Ofoia, Jr. 1:30 to 3:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  

Bethesda Church  

Pastor Edmes Edwin: 3:30 to 6:00 pm in the sanctuary. 

 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Fri 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


