
Pastoral Prayer 

December 18, 2022 

God who has come to us in Jesus, 

Receive the praise we offer you today. We have retold the story in the piping voices of children; may we 

look up to the sky and see the bright shining light of your love. We have sung the story to strings and 

pipes; may we hear your love in every note. Now we pray in the memory of the story; move our hearts, 

O God, to know your love and return it once again. 

We pray for all who are ill in this season. In China, we hear of a renewed outbreak of COVID-19 and we 

pray for the families and medical professionals and all those who have contracted the disease. May they 

recover swiftly and fully. Guide us, here in Hilo and elsewhere, to practices that reduce the risk of 

disease not just for ourselves but for our loved ones and neighbors. May those who have fallen sick here 

also recover swiftly and fully. 

We pray for those who suffer from the many other ailments of this world: infections, cancers, injuries, 

mental illness, and sickness of the soul. Lend your healing power to the affected bodies, minds, and 

spirits. Enhance the skills of caregivers in the homes and in the hospitals. Hold us in love as we grieve 

those who have gone fully into your care. Reassure us of the great reunion that lies ahead when we shall 

praise you together, rejoicing in the presence of all whom we have loved. 

Bring us gently to Christmas next week, O God. Amidst all the panic and rush of last-minute 

preparations, let your still, small voice whisper tenderly to us, to give us hope and peace and joy and 

love. 

In the name of Jesus we pray: Amen. 


