
Pastoral Prayer 

December 4, 2022 

Creator of Worlds, 

We praise you today for the care and concern you show for us, your creatures, amidst the startling 

majesty of Creation. As liquid lava leaps and flows upon this island once more, we know once more that 

we are not the masters of the world after all. We are terribly grateful that so far this eruption does not 

threaten homes and livelihoods, and we pray that you might guide the streams of liquid stone to build 

with as little destruction as possible. 

We pray further for the curious human beings, the dedicated scientists and those drawn to wonders, 

that between their wisdom and your care, they might stay safe from very real hazards of this eruption. 

On this second Sunday of Advent, we pray for the guidance of the Prince of Peace. Wars rage in too 

many locations of the world. Violence still carries arguments over property and pride. We need your 

guidance, your direction, your persistent insistence that we foster, build, and sustain peace in our 

homes, communities, nations, and world. 

We pray for the sick, O God, those who suffer ill-health of the body, the mind, and the spirit. We pray 

for medical professionals still acutely vulnerable to infectious disease as they seek to treat the sick. We 

pray for family caregivers who offer the comfort of deep and shared affection along with hot tea and a 

bowl of soup. We pray for those who have passed the boundary between this life and the next, that you 

would hold and renew those souls in eternal grace. We pray for those who weep for those who have 

passed, who remain with memory of love and in just as much need of your comfort and care. 

Be with us, O God, in our sorrows and our sins. Forgive us and refresh us. As you bring comfort in 

sadness, bring joy to our success. May we rejoice in the wonders of your world. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. 


