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I t’s one of the first 
things we teach our 

children after they begin 
to speak. Early on, it re-
quires a lot of prompting, 
particularly when these 
unfamiliar words are 
supposed to be spoken to 
unfamiliar adults. I’m 
sure you can picture a lit-
tle face, partially buried 
in the side of a protective 
parent, hands tucked up 
together beneath the 
chin, eyes wide with the 
struggle to say… 

“Thank you.” 

What, I wonder, does a 
child make of it all? 

In those first days of 
speech (and before 
speech), children work 
hard to communicate 
simple needs: “I’m hun-
gry.” “I’m tired.” “I’m un-
comfortable.” “I need a 
hug.” They struggle to 
find the words for these 
things because they 
quickly learn that the 
right words get their 
needs satisfied faster.  

Then the parents start in-
sisting on the words, 
“Thank you.” What a puz-
zle it must be. Adults call 
for “thank you” after the 
child has what they want. 
It’s a new kind of commu-
nication, one that isn’t di-
rectly related to the 
child’s own needs.  

Is “thank you” our first 
exercise in thinking about 
others? 

As we come to the 
Thanksgiving holiday, 
think some more about 
others. Think about the 
ones who have given you 
love and compassion, the 
ones who have cared for 
you in your needs, the 
ones who have accompa-
nied you through your 
difficult times. Think 
about the people you 
have given thanks to, the 
people you have given 
thanks for. 

Think about people who 
have or would like to 
thank you. Think about 
the needs you have 
helped meet. Think about 
the sorrows you have 
helped comfort. Think 
about others whose 
needs remain unmet. 

Think about all you have 
received from God, and 
how deeply you give 
thanks to God. 

Think about a thanksgiv-
ing gift to Church of the 
Holy Cross; please use the 
enclosed envelope to both 
to express your gratitude 
to God for the grace so 
widely given and to meet 
the needs of others so 
that they, too, have reason 
to give thanks. 

With aloha, 
Rev. Eric S. Anderson 
 

Please join us this  
Saturday, November 
19 to help make our 
campus welcoming for 
the holidays.   
 
Weeding, windows, 
pressure washing, a 
special project of your 
choice – join the cama-
raderie on campus 
from 8:30 to noon on  
Saturday, November 
19th.   
 
Phone Momi at 808-
935-1283 to let her 
know you will be 
there! 
 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Request 

Service Day 
This Saturday 
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W e are nearly at the 
end of our year – 

the year of our worship 
calendar, that is. Rather 
than beginning with first 
day of a month, the Chris-
tian calendar starts with 
the first Sunday of Advent. 
It makes sense, doesn’t it, 
to begin our year with a 
season of preparation, a 
season that prepares us to 
celebrate the beginning of 
Jesus’ life on earth. 

So how do we end a wor-
ship calendar? Well, if the 
year begins in anticipation, 
then shouldn’t it end in ful-
fillment? So it does: the 
last Sunday of the Church 
calendar is called the 
Reign of Christ or Christ 
the King. The birth we  
annually await during  
Advent, the Incarnation we 
celebrate at Christmas, the 
sacrifice we honor at Good 
Friday, the resurrection we 
rejoice in at Easter, the 
teaching we follow 
throughout the year – all 
these culminate in the 

power and authority of 
Christ in our hearts and 
in our world. 

A year, whenever we 
start or end it, leads not 
to a full stop but to  
another turn of the  
cycle. The course of  
Jesus’ life on earth has 
already brought him 
from anticipation to  
incarnation to ministry 
to crucifixion to resur-
rection to adulation. 
He’s already done it. 

We human beings, how-
ever, find it helps to  
follow a story, and to  
repeat the story, and to 
rejoice in the story. So 
this Sunday, come cele-
brate the One who 
reigns in glory – and 
know that this is the 
same One of whom we 
will sing, “O Come  
Emmanuel” in the weeks 
just ahead. 

Blessings to you, 

 
Pastor Eric  

The Pastor’s Corner 

Bible Study With  
Pastor Eric 

 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 
 

Bible Study Online: 
Tuesdays 3:00 pm  

See the Weekly Chime 
for connection  

information via Zoom,  
or call the office  
for instructions 

 
 

November 20, 2022 
Twenty-fourth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
Reign of Christ 
Proper 29 (34) 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Luke 1:68-79 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Psalm 46 
Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc   

  Twitter: @esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  
  facebook.com/holycrosshilo  
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GRACIOUS 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

Sunday, November 20 
Lay Reader 

Jennifer Tanouye 
 

Chapel Decoration 
Moira Tanaka 

 

Sunday, November 27 
Lay Reader 

Jane Kawazoe 
 

Chapel Decoration 
Connie Yoshiyama 

 

Sunday, December 4 
Lay Reader 
Ming Peng 

 

Chapel Decoration 
Ruth & Sachi Ohata 

 

Sunday, December 11 
Lay Reader 
Nalyn Ang 

 

Chapel Decoration 
Beverly Dodo 

 

3 Katy Marshall 

4 Janine Kawazoe 

7 Martha Yamada 

7 Eli Yamaki 

8 Jill Suzuki 

13 Sachie Fukuda 

14 Emyann Omae 

17 Saeko Hayashi 

18 Jay Yokoyama 

19 Doreen Lucas 

21 Lynn Tadaki 

22 Setsuko Takemoto 

D e c e m b e r  

5 Darlene Yamauchi 

6 Mace Peng 

9 Tricia Kimura 

14 Stephen Mori 

16 Robin Nakayama 

19 Hatsue Kamimura 

20 Raymond Kobayashi 

20 Laura Ota 

22 Evonne Shioshita 

24 Gordon Inouye 

29 Lois Jean Tanouye 

30 Kendal Ushijima 

N o v e m b e r  

The Messenger 
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by  

Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo.  
If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word 

format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service. 



Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  
Bible Study: Tuesdays,  3:00 p.m. via Zoom  

One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online 

Bethesda Church: Worship service Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online  
Pickleball: Played Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m., Wednesdays 2:00 p.m., and Saturdays,  

1:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith—limited to maximum of 10 attendees 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Fri 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


