
Pastoral Prayer 

August 14, 2022 

O God of constant grace, 

It doesn’t take much reflection to realize that we human beings disappoint you. We look into ourselves 

and we find memories of things we have done that we should have done. We find memories of things 

we did not do that we should have done. We offer you our silent repentance, O God, and ask for your 

forgiveness. 

A quick glance around the world shows further that we human beings as individuals, families, 

communities, and nations disappoint you. We pray for the recovery of Salman Rushdie from wounds 

suffered in an attack this week. We pray for the people of Ukraine, Myanmar, Tigray, Yemen, and 

Afghanistan. We pray for the women of the world who are restrained by ancient lies about the 

superiority of men. We pray for the people victimized by racism in the world, especially our near 

neighbors. We offer you our commitment, O God, and ask your strength and guidance to reshape the 

world. 

A further look around the world shows people suffering, creatures suffering, the entire planet suffering, 

sometimes through human action, sometimes through the random processes of existence. We pray for 

those grieving the ones who died in the fire in the Abu Sifn Church in Giza, Egypt. We pray for those who 

labor to discover truth and determine the course of justice. We pray for those who have been deluded 

by lies. We pray for those who promote lies, that they may choose a better, more righteous way. 

Help us, O God, in our stresses and our sorrows. Reinforce the health of our bodies; settle the spinning 

of our minds. Let your peace fill our hearts, and your assurance carry our spirits. 

Hear us as we pray in the name of Jesus, our teacher, redeemer, and friend. Amen. 


