
Pastoral Prayer 

May 22, 2022 

O God of grace, 

We live so close to the water that we sometimes fail to appreciate your grace in the swelling waves, in 

thee gentle tides, and in the clouds that stream over our mountains. We live so close to the manifold 

beauty of sunrise and of plumeria blossoms and of ‘apapane wings; we live so close to the sonic beauty 

of trade wind and mejiro and organ pipe; we live so close to human smiles, human generosity, and 

human love. We forget, O God, to appreciate your grace in these and so much more. 

It hardly seems fair to ask your grace to appreciate your grace, O God, but we do. Help us identify your 

goodness in the goodness of your world. 

Help us also in the strains and stresses of the world, O God. The days bring pain as well as grace, they 

bring sorrows as well as joys. For ourselves and our neighbors who are ill, we ask the power of Jesus the 

healer. For ourselves and our neighbors who are grieving, we ask the comfort and assurance of your 

loving presence. For ourselves and our neighbors who are at risk of violence or poverty, or who have lost 

employment or home or support, or who simply need help in ways unexpected, we ask your timely care. 

We recognize as well that you may express your timely care as you did to Lydia so long ago by sending 

Paul, and as you did so long ago to Paul by bringing him to Lydia. That is, O God, we recognize that we 

may be the expression of your love to someone else. 

There are places in the world where the suffering is widespread and the needs are very great, O God. 

Guide us and guide all your creation to end the wars, to welcome the refugees, to feed the hungry, to 

shelter the homeless, to care for the sick, the comfort the grieving, as you would wish us to do. Bring 

your greater power as well, O God, as we bring the strengths we can to meet the challenges of the 

world. 

Hear our prayers, O God, in the name of Jesus, who taught us to say together… 

 


