
Pastoral Prayer 
May 15z, 2022 

O God of Simon Peter’s vision, 

We seek your aid as racism works its ugly work in the world. It denies full citizenship to people, it 
restricts their options for where to work and where to live. It takes their lives. O God who made all 
people, help us to grieve with your people who have suffered from it. Help us find the resolve to name it 
and resist it. Help us end this scourge of your people. 

We pray for those grieving in Buffalo today and for those who have lost loved ones to racist violence 
over the years. We pray for those who struggle to make ends meet because racism has restricted their 
options. We pray for those with poorer medical care, poorer living conditions, poorer access to 
groceries, poorer influence on governments because of the color of their skin. Or their gender. Or their 
sense of self. 

Guide us, O God, to live in justice and peace. 

Guide us as well, O God, through this stage of the COVID-19 pandemic. May we be wise enough to care 
for our neighbors by lessening potential exposure to infection. May we be caring enough to do it when 
we are not required to do it. May we have your aid to see this pandemic fade here and around the 
world. 

We know that our place in the community of Jesus is based on the vision you gave to Simon Peter, O 
God. May we live that vision each and every day. May we live it in our homes when those we love make 
us angry. May we live it in our workplaces and our relaxation places and in our grocery stores. May we 
live it as we cast our ballots and as we serve our communities. May we live it here in this church, around 
the table of Jesus, a table laid for us and for all those whom you summon.  

We ask your comfort in our sorrows and needs, O God. We need your embrace in our grief. We need 
your healing in our injuries and illnesses. We need your refreshment when we are weary. We need your 
forgiveness when our righteousness falters. We need your guidance when our wisdom is uncertain. We 
need your grace when our hope begins to fade. 

in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray together… 

 


