
Pastoral Prayer 

April 17, 2022 

God of resurrection, 

We praise you for the life of Jesus. We praise you for his birth, his youth, his life alongside family and 

friends and neighbors. We praise you for your voice, summoning him to teaching and healing, to 

gathering a community whose members would, in turn, gather further communities. We praise you for 

the gracious words which have come down the centuries to us, words we still struggle to embody, but 

words which feed our hope for humanity. We praise you that he did not forsake his faithfulness, but 

went to a cross rather than deny you or take up the tools of violence. 

We praise you especially that beyond expectation, beyond imagination, and beyond hope, you raised 

Jesus from death and returned him to us in confidence and in power and most of all in love. We praise 

you for Christ’s constant presence with those he loves across the years that have followed, with Mary 

and Peter and Paul, with leaders and followers across the globe. We praise you for Christ’s constant 

presence with us, with our loved ones, and with all those across this world. 

This is a hurting world, O God, wounded by human violence, human greed, and human callousness. We 

pray for peace in Ukraine, Myanmar, Afghanistan, Tigray, and Yemen. We pray for the grieving and for 

the sick. We pray for the exhausted health care workers and for those vulnerable to disease. We pray for 

those in positions of leadership that they may govern with compassion, righteousness, and wisdom. We 

pray for those who work hard and yet struggle to keep a roof over their heads, food in their bowls, and 

warmth in the cold. We pray for their children, that they may come to know a better life than poverty. 

God of resurrection, be present with us in all our struggles of illness, confusion, need, and grief. Comfort 

us in our hurts and revive us from our weaknesses. May we always have the confidence in your love to 

declare with hope and faith: Christ has risen! Christ has risen indeed! 

Hear our prayers, O God, as with the words of Jesus we say together… 


