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Under Inflated 

by Lillian Daniel  

Save the Date!  
 
Saturday, April 16th 
Decorate Easter eggs 
9:00am in J's Cafe . 
Wear appropriate 
clothing. 
 
Easter Sunday, April 
17th Easter gathering 
and egg hunt. Wear 
your Sunday best, OR 
shorts and slippers - 
your choice! 
8:30am in the lounge. 
 
Online Easter worship 
service at 10:00. 
 
We hope to see all of 
you there!  
 

M ay God give you 
the desire of your 

heart and make all your 
plans succeed. – Psalm 
20:4 (NIV) 
 
     Last year, I added an 
inflatable stand-up pad-
dle board to an existing 
armada of inflatable kay-
aks. But before you pic-
ture me floating down 
the Mississippi on a pool 
toy, let me assure you 
these are tough little 
crafts. Made with drop 
stitch technology, when 
inflated properly they 
feel as hard as a tradi-
tional surfboard and you 
can drag them over river 
rocks. In other words, 
not one of these is 
shaped like a giant swan 
or pink flamingo. 
     My paddling pal 
makes fun of how much 
time I spend obsessing 
over my paddling gear 
for a couple of hours on 
the water. I need my two 
bottles of ice water, 
bungie cords so I don’t 
lose my shoes, a first-aid 
kit, life jacket, and a 
small safety knife in case 
I am ever attacked by an 
aggressive eagle who 
tries to tie me up. 
     “Stop puttering and 
let’s just get out there,” 
she says, “because as 
usual, we’re heading out 
like a herd of turtles!” 

She’s right. I need the 
nudge. 
     And yet on a recent 
trip, I saw her inflatable 
board sink a bit in the 
middle, suddenly a bit 
wobbly and wiggly as her 
paddling started to look 
a lot harder than mine. In 
her enthusiasm to “just 
get out there,” she had 
under inflated her board. 
Next trip, I’ll pull her 
back to patience and 
planning, and that time, I 
will be right.  
     I love the wisdom in 
Psalm 20, where our 
heart’s desires and our 
plans are not at odds 
with one another but 
linked together by a God 
who wants the best for 
us.  
 
Prayer 
May your plans be  
adventurous and may 
your adventures be safe. 
Amen. 
 
 
About the Author 
Lillian Daniel is Senior 
Pastor at First Congrega-
tional Church in Dubu-
que, Iowa. She is the au-
thor of Tired of Apolo-
gizing for a Church I 
Don’t Belong 
To and When “Spiritual 
but not Religious” is Not 
Enough  
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A few weeks ago, I wrote a 
Pastor’s Corner that dis-
couraged telling racist and 
sexist jokes. I guess I 
should have included jokes 
about people’s medical 
conditions or disabilities. I 
guess I should also have 
sent it to Chris Rock before 
last weekend’s Academy 
Awards broadcast. 

Seriously. Somebody else’s 
pain – the pain of racism, 
sexism, heterosexism, 
ableism (that’s the word 
for prejudice against peo-
ple with disabilities) – is 
no subject for humor when 
coming from those who do 
not share that pain. In 
short: I can joke about my 
pain in the hopes of miti-
gating it or teaching some-
thing about it. I cannot 
make fun of somebody 
else’s pain, especially if I do 
not share it. 

That doesn’t excuse Will 
Smith’s behavior. 

He made at least two mis-
takes. The most obvious is 
that he responded to inap-
propriate speech with vio-
lence. That’s escalation. I 
know from painful person-
al experience how im-
portant it is to de-escalate 
a situation that has spiked 
my emotions. Escalation 
makes things worse, not 
better. De-escalation offers 
the possibility for im-

provement. 

He made the second 
mistake first. Chris Rock 
owed an apology for 
what he said, but he 
owed it to Jada Pinkett 
Smith, not her husband. 
She is entitled to make 
her own decisions about 
how she responds to 
people who insult her. 
By taking the stage on 
her behalf, Will Smith 
deprived her of her own 
agency, her own choices, 
her own responses. 

The drive to protect our 
loved ones or ourselves 
is very strong. It doesn’t 
always serve us well. We 
do better to do two very 
important and some-
times very difficult 
things: First, to let our 
loved ones choose for 
themselves how they 
will respond to provoca-
tion. Second, to step 
back from our surging 
emotions and, in a calm-
er time, choose our re-
sponse with more care. 

And, of course, let’s 
avoid the jokes about 
race, gender, sexual ori-
entation, or disability. 
We don’t need them. At 
all. 

With aloha, 

 
Pastor Eric 

The Pastor’s Corner 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 
 

Bible Study Online: 
Tuesdays 3:00 pm  

See the Weekly Chime 
for connection  

information via Zoom,  
or call the office  
for instructions 

 
 
 

April 3 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
A New Thing  
(An Old Thing) 

Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 

Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc   

  Twitter: @esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  
  facebook.com/holycrosshilo  
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VOLUNTEERS 
 

Sunday, April 3 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Janet Fujioka 

Sunday, April 10 
Lay Reader 

Stefan Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Michi Koizumi 

Sunday, April 17 
Lay Reader 

Barbara Iwami 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Millie Daikawa 

Sunday, April 24 
Lay Reader 

Barbara Iwami 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Nalyn Ang 

1 Joyce Nakamoto 

1 Kayleen Yuda 

5 Henry Nakamoto 

6 Lorraine Davis 

11 Makenna Tanouye 

16 Sachiko Yanagihara 

16 Tom Olcott 

17 Nancy Chen 

17 Nick Lum 

18 Roberta Chu 

19 Jean Kita 

20 Jonathan Tanouye 

21 JP Thoma 

25 Gail Wung 

27 Leigh Kusinski 

A p r i l  

5 Lillian Tanouye 

7 Yoshiro Mori 

16 Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

16 Marie Ikeda 

17 John Narruhn 

20 Peter Tadaki 

25 Grace Roach 

27 Mary Matayoshi 

27 Joy Ushijima 

31 Khloe Santo 

M a y  

Service Day! A Success! 

An extra special thank you to the many friends and church members who arrived 
Saturday morning, March 26th, and rolled up their sleeves to assist in cleaning 
the campus grounds, weeding, planting, and moving pews back into our beloved 
sanctuary.  
 
Tentatively, we are preparing to open our doors to welcome the public to Sunday 
morning services on April 24th so it was especially heartwarming to see the many 
individuals and families that came to help beautify our campus. 

Mahalo nui loa! 



Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  
Pickleball: Played Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m., Wednesdays 2:00 p.m., Saturdays, 1:30 

p.m., and Sundays, 1:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith—limited to maximum 

of 10 attendees 

Bible Study: Tuesdays,  3:00 p.m. via Zoom  
One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online  
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


