
Pastoral Prayer 

March 20, 2022 

O God of discernment and judgment, 

Remind us that you decide the worth of every human being, that you decide when any person is living 

according to your standards – you. Not me. Not us. Not even our parents or grandparents. You. Remind 

us again and again, because frankly, we’re not all that good at remembering this truth. 

It’s hard, O God, because people do so many evil things in this world. There are the parents who neglect 

or abuse their children, the people who abuse their partners in life, the ones they promised to love. 

There are the thieves and the unfaithful and the ungenerous. There are those who are careless and 

cavalier with the health and well-being of those around them. There are the warmongers and the peace-

breakers. There are those who see evil before them and do and say… nothing. 

How can we ignore these things? How can we ignore these people and look only upon ourselves? We 

cannot. Help us to work for a society in which these evils are the past, not the present, and certainly not 

the future. But let us not do this work with an unrealistic sense of our own righteousness. May we do 

this work aware that you alone are holy, you alone are just. 

For the places in the world where peace is shattered, for the people who endure the horrors of war or 

the oppression of violence, we pray. For those who are sick or injured, for those recovering from surgery 

or illness, for those who have slipped from this world entirely and are with you, we pray. For those 

caring for the sick, medical professionals and loved ones, we pray. For those whose faces are streaked 

with tears for their loss, we pray. 

And for ourselves, in our pains and our sorrows, we ask your grace and your power and your love. Hold 

us in tender strength, as with the words of Jesus we say together… 


