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F or you have been 
born again, not of 

perishable seed, but of 
imperishable, through 
the living and enduring 
word of God.” – 1 Peter 
1:23 (NIV)  
     Back in the 1960s, 
excavations at one of 
the palaces of Herod 
the Great (yes, that 
Herod) turned up a 
bunch of 2000-year-
old seeds of the Judean 
date palm tree. In 
2005, scientists man-
aged to get one of them 
to germinate.  
     The new tree flow-
ered in 2011. It’s begun 
pollenating other trees, 
which have begun pro-
ducing fruit. Six more 
trees grown from other 
ancient caches are 
nearing reproductive 
maturity. Botanically, 
this is a big deal; the 
Judean date palm, 
widely praised in  
antiquity, has been 
functionally extinct for 
several hundred years.  
     Most seeds won’t 
stay viable as long as 
those date palm seeds 
did; that took some 
pretty ideal accidental 
conditions. And yet, 
seeds do tend to be 
survivors. It’s kind of 
their whole deal. They 
sprout from the places 
the thieving squirrels 
hid them. They float 

away on the winds of the 
storm that knocked their 
parents down. They 
sprout in the wake of the 
fire that decimated their 
community. They survive 
the inner acids of the 
things that eat them, and 
then use the pile of crap 
they end up in as fertiliz-
er.  
     Here’s what the author 
of First Peter, and I, and a 
bunch of plant nerds in 
Israel, want you to con-
sider: No matter how you 
are or how you’re feel-
ing—scorched, thieved, 
knocked down, blown 
away, eaten alive, utterly 
crappy, a thousand years 
old, nearly extinct—it’s 
entirely possible, maybe 
even likely, that some-
thing inside you, placed 
there long ago by some-
one who loves you and 
wills your good, is just 
about to germinate.  
 
Prayer 
Please, God, please. Let 
the thing in me that I 
thought was long past 
surviving start to grow 
today. Amen. 
 
About the Author 
Quinn G. Caldwell is a  
father, husband, home-
steader and preacher in 
rural upstate New York. 
His most recent book is a 
series of daily reflections 

Seeds Imperishable 

by Quinn Caldwell  

for Advent and Christ-
mas called All I Really 
Want: Readings for a 
Modern Christmas. 
Learn more about it 
and find him on Face-
book at Quinn G. Cald-
well. 

Church of the 
Holy Cross  

Annual Meeting  
 
 

C hurch of the Holy 
Cross Annual 

Meeting scheduled for 
Sunday, February 27th 
is indefinitely post-
poned due to contin-
ued COVID risks.   
 
Call in session with 
church officers and 
Board chairs  for ques-
tions on the annual  
report will be available 
on Sunday, Feb. 27th 
starting at 11:45 a.m.   
 
Please contact the 
church office (808 935-
1283) for call in  
instructions by noon, 
Thursday, Feb. 24th.  

https://www.ucc.org/byline/quinn-caldwell/
https://www.amazon.com/All-Really-Want-Readings-Christmas/dp/1426790171/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=All+I+Really+Want%3A+Readings+for+a+Modern+Christmas&qid=1571424057&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/All-Really-Want-Readings-Christmas/dp/1426790171/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=All+I+Really+Want%3A+Readings+for+a+Modern+Christmas&qid=1571424057&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/All-Really-Want-Readings-Christmas/dp/1426790171/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=All+I+Really+Want%3A+Readings+for+a+Modern+Christmas&qid=1571424057&sr=8-1
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I t’s proverbial that pas-
tors repeat these 

words: “Do as I say, not as I 
do.” 

For once, I’m glad to say, 
“Do as I do. And, well, what 
I say, too.” 

This reflection comes to 
you from a person taking a 
break – and was written 
before that break time. 

Why am I taking a break? 
Because there’s abundant 
wisdom from the Scrip-
tures that it’s good to do. 
Because there’s abundant 
research that demon-
strates that it’s good to do. 
Because I need to do it. 

I’ve written here and else-
where about how stressed 
we all are as we complete 
two solid years of coping 
with a global pandemic. I 
probably didn’t need to 
write it. You know. We 
know. Everybody knows 
that our endurance is 
wearing thin. These long-
suffered stresses are 
emerging in risk-taking 
behavior, in depression, in 

outbursts of temper, and 
in simple exhaustion. 

How do we restore the 
reservoirs of our spirits? 
Some things are near 
universal: Rest. Sleep. 
Play. Setting aside re-
sponsibilities for a time. 
Some things are more 
particular to an individ-
ual: Creative projects. 
Cleaning. Making mess-
es (I did mention that 
these were more indi-
vidual). Mountains. 
Beaches. Solitude. Gath-
erings. 

It’s probably not possi-
ble that we all take a 
break at this same time. 
Among other things, I’m 
grateful to the Rev.  
Jonathan Roach that 
he’ll be preaching while 
I’m resting. But still: 

Do as I do. And, well, do 
what I say: 

Take a break. 

With aloha, 

 
Pastor Eric 

The Pastor’s Corner 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 
 

Bible Study Online: 
Tuesdays 3:00 pm  

See the Weekly Chime 
for connection  

information via Zoom,  
or call the office  
for instructions 

 
 
 

February 20 
Seventh Sunday  
after Epiphany 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 
42-50 

Luke 6:27-38 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc   

  Twitter: @esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  
  facebook.com/holycrosshilo  
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VOLUNTEERS 
 

Sunday, February 20 
Lay Reader 

Stefan Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Hats Kamimura 

Sunday, February 27 
Lay Reader 

Jennifer Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Theone Albano & Jill Suzuki 

Sunday, March 6 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Irene Okada 

Sunday, March 13 
Lay Reader 

Cindy Debus 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Genie Phillips 

4 Joanne Yamauchi 

5 Susan Palea 

20 Robert Tanaka 

24 Millie Daikawa 

26 Esther Kodani 

Fe b r u a r y  

4 Emi Katada 

6 Margaret Maeda 

7 Thelma Sato 

15 Richard Miyake 

18 Lei Jack 

22 Tammy Nagami 

22 Clarice Suzuki 

25 Gavin Okabe 

28 Martha Kurohara 

29 Jon Yamane 

M a r c h  

Birthday Blessings 

2022 Lenten Devotional  
Contributions Requester 

 
Church of the Holy Cross will refresh the 2019 Lenten Devotional for republish-
ing this year. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 2 and runs until Easter  
Sunday, April 17. Those who had entries in the 2019 devotional will be asked if 
they have revisions to make. 
 
New submissions are welcome. They can be photos, drawings,  
poems, remembrances, or short reflections.  



Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  
Pickleball: Played Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m., Wednesdays 2:00 p.m., Saturdays, 1:30 

p.m., and Sundays, 1:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith—limited to maximum 

of 10 attendees 

Bible Study: Tuesdays,  3:00 p.m. via Zoom  
One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online  
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


