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23 11:00 a.m. online 
One Song 

25 6:00 p.m. online 
Community Sing 

Mar. 

1 

3:00 p.m. via Zoom 
Bible Study 

February 23, 2022 

F or we know only 
in part … but 

when the complete 
comes, the partial will 
come to an end. –  
1 Corinthians 13:9-10 
(NRSV)  
 
     When Alec Baldwin 
came to the Orient 
Congregational Church 
to give a talk on spirit-
uality in the light of 
Covid, he hit a lecture 
circuit homerun. But 
then, on that awful day 
last fall when he acci-
dentally shot someone 
to death, he struck 
out.   
     The police think he 
has an anger manage-
ment problem. The pa-
parazzi attack his wife 
for her last name. He 
impersonated the Pres-
ident on Saturday 
Night Live, without 
mercy. He played a buf-
foon from high up in 
Rockefeller Center. He 
has an edge. When that 
terrible accident hap-
pened during a movie 
filming, he could only 
say, “I’m so sorry.”   
     If we ever get to the 
bottom of what hap-
pened, that will be 
great. The truth is bet-
ter than conjectures. 
Was he set up? Was 
there foul play? Was it 
just fatigue or laziness 

or bad training? Was it 
all of these things in 
some kind of toxic brew 
that would have poi-
soned anything and eve-
rybody near it?  
     Flannery O’Connor 
wrote stories about peo-
ple whose lives devolved 
to their smallest ges-
tures. Old Mr. Fortune, in 
a View of the Woods, 
loves his granddaughter 
so much that he kills her 
unintentionally. The 
young son of a dissolute 
couple in The River is tak-
en by his babysitter to 
see a country baptism, 
goes back by himself and 
drowns trying to find his 
new friend Jesus in the 
river.  
     Paul assures us we are 
incomplete. Some things 
we just don’t know, nor 
will we know.  
 
Prayer 
We pray for those who 
already buckled under 
the stress of life and guns 
and fame. We pray to be 
less scared ourselves. We 
pray to live partially, well. 
A-them. 
 
About the Author 
Donna Schaper is Pastor 
at the Orient Congrega-
tional Church on the far 
end of Long Island, New 
York. Her newest book 
is Remove the Pews: 

Incomplete 

by Donna Schaper  

Spiritual Possibilities 
for Sacred Spaces, 
from The Pilgrim Press.  

Church of the 
Holy Cross  

Annual Meeting  
 
 

C hurch of the Holy 
Cross Annual 

Meeting scheduled for 
Sunday, February 27th 
is indefinitely post-
poned due to contin-
ued COVID risks.   
 
Call in session with 
church officers and 
Board chairs  for ques-
tions on the annual  
report will be available 
this Sunday, Feb. 27th 
starting at 11:45 a.m.   
 
Please contact the 
church office (808 935-
1283) for call in  
instructions by noon, 
Thursday, Feb. 24th.  

https://www.thepilgrimpress.com/products/remove-the-pews-spiritual-possibilities-for-sacred-spaces-schaper
https://www.ucc.org/byline/donna-schaper/
https://www.thepilgrimpress.com/products/remove-the-pews-spiritual-possibilities-for-sacred-spaces-schaper
https://www.thepilgrimpress.com/products/remove-the-pews-spiritual-possibilities-for-sacred-spaces-schaper
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A s I write this column 
the date is, in fact,  

2-22-22. That’s kind of fun 
(though not as much fun as 
2-22-2222, but I don’t plan 
to live that long). Those 
who write dates Day/
Month/Year and include 
all the zeroes get 22-02-
2022. Reverse the num-
bers and you get the same 
thing. 

It’s a fun coincidence of 
the calendar. They crop up 
from time to time. A few 
years ago, for instance, ob-
servers of “Pi Day” (March 
14th, which reads 3-14, the 
first three digits of the 
mathematical constant Pi) 
had a special treat, at 3-14
-15 added two more cor-
rect digits. 

Human beings have the 
ability to recognize pat-
terns. Recognizing pat-
terns aided hunting and 
gathering peoples who 
needed to journey from 
one place to another to 
find food. Recognizing  
patterns helped early 
farming peoples identify 
ways to keep taro growing 
and to prepare it to be eat-
en. Recognizing patterns 
kept people safe from  
severe weather. Recogniz-
ing patterns enabled the 
Polynesian mariners to 
find and settle Hawai’i. 

For that matter, recogniz-
ing patterns led to the cal-
culation of Pi. 

Further, people have 
found meaning in the 
patterns they recog-
nized. We see certain  
behaviors in another 
person – smiles, laughs – 
and we find them cheer-
ful. We see other behav-
iors in a person – 
frowns, sighs – and we 
find them sad. 

Patterns aren’t entirely 
reliable. Events happen 
that don’t match the pat-
terns. Some things that 
happen at the same time 
aren’t related to each 
other. People’s smiles 
disguise pain.  

It was in patterns that 
people first experienced 
the grace of God: in the 
miracles of sun, rain, 
and growth. In the mira-
cles of human compas-
sion. In the miracles of 
spiritual refreshment in 
prayer.  

God does not hold strict-
ly to patterns, however. 
The incarnation of Jesus 
had so little precedent 
that his followers strug-
gled to understand him 
and we continue that 
struggle today. There 
was a one pattern, how-
ever, that Jesus fully 
matched, fully fulfilled: 

The love of God. 

With aloha, 

 
Pastor Eric  

The Pastor’s Corner 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 
 

Bible Study Online: 
Tuesdays 3:00 pm  

See the Weekly Chime 
for connection  

information via Zoom,  
or call the office  
for instructions 

 
 
 

February 27 
Transfiguration Sunday 

Shine On, Shine On 
Exodus 34:29-35 

Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a) 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc   

  Twitter: @esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  
  facebook.com/holycrosshilo  
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VOLUNTEERS 
 

Sunday, February 27 
Lay Reader 

Jennifer Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Theone Albano & Jill Suzuki 

Sunday, March 6 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Irene Okada 

Sunday, March 13 
Lay Reader 

Cindy Debus 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Genie Phillips 

Sunday, March 20 
Lay Reader 

Bob Smith 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Sachi & Ruth Ohata 

1 Joyce Nakamoto 

1 Kayleen Yuda 

6 Lorraine Davis 

11 Makenna Tanouye 

16 Sachiko Yanagihara 

16 Tom Olcott 

17 Nancy Chen 

17 Nick Lum 

18 Roberta Chu 

19 Jean Kita 

20 Jonathan Tanouye 

21 JP Thoma 

22 Clarice Suzuki 

25 Gail Wung 

27 Leigh Kusinski 

A p r i l  

4 Emi Katada 

6 Margaret Maeda 

7 Thelma Sato 

15 Richard Miyake 

18 Lei Jack 

22 Tammy Nagami 

22 Clarice Suzuki 

25 Gavin Okabe 

28 Martha Kurohara 

29 Jon Yamane 

M a r c h  

The Messenger 
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by  

Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo.  
If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word 

format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service. 

Birthday Blessings 



Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  
Pickleball: Played Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m., Wednesdays 2:00 p.m., Saturdays, 1:30 

p.m., and Sundays, 1:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith—limited to maximum 

of 10 attendees 

Bible Study: Tuesdays,  3:00 p.m. via Zoom  
One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online  
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


