
The Messenger  The Messenger    

CHURCH  OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS  

J a nu a r y  
Boa rd  Mee t i n g  

9 Council Meeting 

Dec embe r   
Upcomi ng  

22 11:00 a.m. online 
One Song 

24 7:00 p.m. online 
Christmas Eve Service 

December 22, 2021 

I  will sing of the 
Lord’s great love for-

ever; with my mouth I 
will make your faithful-
ness known through all 
generations. – Psalm 
89:1 (NIV) 
 
It’s been a few years 
since I’ve been a mem-
ber of a church. As some-
one who doesn’t regular-
ly attend a congregation, 
I find it increasingly  
important to find rituals 
that are spiritually 
meaningful to me and 
draw me closer to the  
Divine. 
 
When I initially stopped 
attending a church, I 
struggled to find at-
home rituals that lived 
up to my prerequisites 
for what a ritual had to 
be. I had internalized 
rules I’d learned in my 
spiritual formation that 
required everything 
from wearing certain 
outfits to setting aside 
specific amounts of time 
before praying. 
 
I let perfection be the  
enemy of good. I con-
vinced myself if I could-
n’t create the perfect  
atmosphere, then I 
shouldn’t even bother 
trying to practice rituals 
at all. 

As I Am 
by Marchaé Grair  

When I stopped trying to 
create the perfect rituals 
for my time with God, I 
realized “perfect” rituals 
for seeking God already 
exist in my life. 
 
I noticed how I’d get the 
answer to a burning ques-
tion as I drove to pick up 
groceries. I felt some of 
my biggest “aha” mo-
ments as I chopped  
onions for a new recipe. I 
felt praise dances emerge 
as I vacuumed my apart-
ment. 
 
It’s easy for us to confuse 
reverence with formality, 
but God doesn’t require a 
black-tie affair for a  
personal relationship 
with them. 
 
God sees the entire fabric 
and intentions of our 
hearts, no matter how 
dressed up they are. 
 
Prayer 
Thank you for meeting 
me where I am, as I am. 
 
About the Author 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marchae  Grair is a 
spiritual director, facil-
itator, and the Commu-
nications Director at 
Black Lives of Unitari-
an Universalism.  
Follow her work 
at marchae.com.  

https://www.ucc.org/byline/marchae-grair/
http://www.marchae.com/
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M uch of the time, I 
wonder if my pasto-

ral approach to Christmas 
boils down to, “You’re hav-
ing too much fun, people!” 
While I’m not a 17th centu-
ry Congregationalist pas-
tor arguing that Christmas 
should be illegal (which it 
was in Massachusetts until 
1681), I do tend to say 
things like: 

 Prepare your soul for 
the coming of Christ! 

 Don’t get lost in the glit-
ter and lights! 

 Think more about the 
poor than your gifts! 

 And in COVID: Be care-
ful at those Christmas 
parties! 

I mean, basically: Don’t 
have a good time. 

It’s a silly thing to say. For 
one thing, it’s futile. Smiles 
and laughter are part of 
the glory of humanity. Any 
spirituality that tries to 
eliminate joy is doomed to 
failure. 

For another, it’s unfaithful. 
The apostle wrote, 
“Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways,” which was a nice 
corrective coming from so-
frequently-gloomy Paul. 
Even as God was delivering 
the people of Israel from 

Egyptian slavery, God 
was also issuing instruc-
tions for celebrating it 
each year afterward. 
When Jesus was born, 
angels sang and invited 
shepherd guests to join 
an unexpected party. 
When he rose, he kept 
turning up at mealtimes 
to eat and drink with 
those he loved. 

So ignore my silly and 
un-Scriptural impulses 
to discourage your joy. 
Have a wonderful time 
this Christmas. Smile at 
those you value. Laugh 
at the jokes that come 
around every year. Taste 
the richness of a shared 
meal and the richness of 
shared love. Rejoice in 
the holiday. 

Then rejoice in the labor 
of love and compassion 
that moves ahead. Re-
joice as you share with 
the hungry and home-
less, rejoice as you make 
someone’s day just a bit 
better. Rejoice as you 
correct an injustice. Re-
joice as you find your 
way with Christ. 

Mele Kalikimaka! Merry 
Christmas! 

With aloha, 

Pastor Eric 

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 
 

Bible Study Online: 
Tuesdays 3:00 pm  

See the Weekly Chime 
for connection  

information via Zoom,  
or call the office  
for instructions 

 
 
 

December 26 
First Sunday  
of Christmas 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Psalm 148 

Colossians 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 

 
 
 
 

 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc   

  Twitter: @esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  
  facebook.com/holycrosshilo  
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VOLUNTEERS 
 

Sunday, December 26 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

Sunday, January 2 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

Sunday, January 9 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Lillian Tanouye, Eric 

Tanouye, Heather Tanouye, 

Kyle Nakayama families 

Sunday, January 16 
Lay Reader 

Bob Smith 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Joyce Nakamoto 

3 Katy Marshall 

4 Janine Kawazoe 

7 Martha Yamada 

7 Eli Yamaki 

8 Jill Suzuki 

13 Sachi Fukuda 

14 Emyann Omae 

17 Saeko Hayashi 

18 Jay Yokoyama 

21 Lynn Tadaki 

22 Setsuko Takemoto 

D e c e m b e r  

3 Ann Kanahele 

6 Kyle DuPonte 

7 Percyna Pitiol 

8 Bill Chen 

9 Takeru Hayashi 

19 Newton Chu 

20 Grayson Inouye 

22 Michi Koizumi 

24 Jihey Esther Roach 

27 Wayne Suzuki 

28 Theodora Mukai 

30 Barbara Iwami 

30 Vernon Inouye 

J a n u a r y  

ALTAR DECORATIONS NEEDED FOR 2022 
As we complete the chapel decorations calendar for 2022 there is an  
opportunity for you to participate in this lovely tradition. 
 
Please call Cindy Debus at 895-4011 if you are able to provide flowers for the 
following date: 
  
                                                          February 13, 2022 
 
Thank you for your kind generosity. 
  

Birthday Blessings  



Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  
Pickleball: Played Mondays, 12:00 pm, Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m., Wednesdays 2:00 

p.m., Thursdays, 8:30 a.m., Fridays, 8:30 a.m., Saturdays, 12:00 p.m., and 

Sundays, 1:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith—limited to maximum of 10  

attendees 

Bible Study: Tuesdays,  3:00 p.m. via Zoom  
One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online  
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


