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D e c e m b e r  
B o a r d  M e e t i n g  

12 Council Meeting 

D e c e m b e r   
U p c o m i n g  

8 11:00 a.m. online 
One Song 

10 6:00 p.m. online 
Community Sing 

12  Dedication of  
Christmas Fund  

14 3:00 p.m. via Zoom 
Bible Study 

December 8, 2021 

I  don’t remember 
when I began to enjoy 

gifts of clothing at 
Christmas. I distinctly  
remember being pretty 
disappointed with some 
promising-looking boxes 
beneath the tree. Some-
how or other I got the 
idea that Christmas pre-
sents were supposed to 
be toys, things to have 
fun with. My parents did-
n’t tell me that, and they 
didn’t treat Christmas 
that way, but I had that 
belief anyway. 

That leads me to won-
der: what is giving for? 

Giving has a practical  
dimension. We give peo-
ple things because they 
need them. My parents 
gave me clothing be-
cause, like most children, 
I’d outgrown too many 
items in my bureau. We 
routinely give things to 
people because they’re 
needed, to people we 
know well and to people 
we’ve never met. We give 
them on a daily basis – 
family meals, for exam-
ple – as well as on spe-
cial occasions.  

Giving also has an emo-
tional dimension. We 
give people things to tell 
them how we feel about 
them. We often use tradi-
tions as a shorthand in 

Christmas: What is Giving For? 

these gifts, with an en-
gagement ring serving as 
the great example. At oth-
er times the thought real-
ly does count. What a 
challenge it is to choose a 
gift that shows 
knowledge of and affec-
tion for its recipient! 

Giving also has a devo-
tional dimension. This is 
related to emotion, but 
when gifts are presented 
in a religious setting, it is 
not just about making 
God feel good. It is also 
about following God’s 
guidance. It is about tak-
ing part of a ritual act 
akin to prayer. It fills the 
giver’s soul. 

Your Christmas gift to 
Church of the Holy Cross 
may be for one, two, or all 
three of these reasons. 
The church and the peo-
ple we serve definitely 
have needs for your gifts 
to meet, needs of the 
body, needs of the mind, 
and needs of the spirit. 
Giving to Church of the 
Holy Cross will definitely 
tell your church’s leader-
ship how you feel. And for 
certain, giving to Church 
of the Holy Cross will 
deepen your relationship 
with God.  

Whether you are delight-
ed or disappointed by the 
gifts you receive this year, 

I assure you that we 
will be delighted and 
deeply grateful for 
your gifts to this 
church.  

May God bless you in 
your celebration of the 
birth of Jesus! 
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“ …And a little child shall 
lead them.” – Isaiah 
11:6d 

This promise of a child’s 
leadership emerges from 
Isaiah’s vision of a peacea-
ble kingdom, led in right-
eousness and faithfulness 
by a shoot of “the stump of 
Jesse,” that is, a descendant 
of King David. The child, I 
should note, should not be 
confused with that high-
minded monarch. No, this 
child is a resident of the 
land, enjoying the bless-
ings of peace by guiding 
“the calf and the lion and 
the fatling together” with-
out fear of harm or injury. 

One of the pieces absent 
from our church life over 
the last year has been the 
leadership of our keiki. I 
have missed the sound of 
their singing in the IYAA 
choir, their responses dur-
ing story times, and of 
course the sound of the 
old, old story retold in 
youthful voices. We have 
found a way to return the 
Christmas Pageant to our 
season of celebration this 
year, and I am so grateful 
to them and to all the 
Board of Christian Educa-
tion members, Sunday 
School teachers, and par-
ents who brought it to-
gether. 

We filmed a video, of 
course. 

Titled “Do Not Be 
Afraid,” the short film 
centers on the Angel Ga-
briel, whose report to 
the Chief Angel includes 
a lot of explanations. Ga-
briel, you see, had been 
scaring people a lot. I 
could go into more de-
tail, but I think you’d do 
better to watch the vid-
eo than to listen to my 
description of it.  

We’re premiering the 
video this coming Sun-
day, December 12, at 
3:00 pm. Visit 
holycrosshilo.com and 
click the link for 
“Christmas Pageant 
2021: Do Not Be Afraid.” 
Click the red “Play” but-
ton and at 3 o’clock it 
will begin. 

Angels, shepherds, Mary, 
Joseph, Gabriel – there’s 
even a sheep on hand to 
give an earnest, “Baaa!” 
Most of all, these are the 
keiki we love and whose 
faces we’ve longed to 
see. Enjoy this time with 
them, and pray for bet-
ter times to come. 

With aloha, 

Pastor Eric 

Here’s the direct link: 
http://
holycrosshilo.com/2021
/12/06/christmas-
pageant-2021-do-not-be
-afraid/ 

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 
 

Bible Study Online: 
Tuesdays 3:00 pm  

See the Weekly Chime 
for connection  

information via Zoom,  
or call the office  
for instructions 

 
 

December 12 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc   

  Twitter: @esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  
  facebook.com/holycrosshilo  

http://holycrosshilo.com/2021/12/06/christmas-pageant-2021-do-not-be-afraid/
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VOLUNTEERS 

Sunday, December 12 
Lay Reader 

Jennifer Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Jean Kita 

Sunday, December 19 
Lay Reader 

Stefan Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Cindy Debus 

Sunday, December 26 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

Sunday, January 2 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

TBA 

3 Katy Marshall 

4 Janine Kawazoe 

7 Martha Yamada 

7 Eli Yamaki 

8 Jill Suzuki 

13 Sachi Fukuda 

14 Emyann Omae 

17 Saeko Hayashi 

18 Jay Yokoyama 

21 Lynn Tadaki 

22 Setsuko Takemoto 

D e c e m b e r  

3 Ann Kanahele 

6 Kyle DuPonte 

7 Percyna Pitiol 

8 Bill Chen 

9 Takeru Hayashi 

19 Newton Chu 

20 Grayson Inouye 

22 Michi Koizumi 

24 Jihey Esther Roach 

27 Wayne Suzuki 

28 Theodora Mukai 

30 Barbara Iwami 

30 Vernon Inouye 

J a n u a r y  

The Messenger 
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the  

Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo.  
If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word 

format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service. 

Birthday Blessings  



Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  
Pickleball: Played Mondays, 12:00 pm, Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m., Wednesdays 2:00 

p.m., Thursdays, 8:30 a.m., Fridays, 8:30 a.m., Saturdays, 12:00 p.m., and 

Sundays, 1:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith—limited to maximum of 10  

attendees 

Bible Study: Tuesdays,  3:00 p.m. via Zoom  
One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online  
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


