
Pastoral Prayer 

December 26, 2021 

O God of Christmas, of Christmas and of all other days, 

We pray that the love we shared yesterday with family and friends endures as the foundation for 

tomorrow. We pray that the generosity we showed, and the generosity extended to us, is the blueprint 

for the relationships we will build with others. We pray that the warmth of our spirits, held so firmly but 

so gently in your hands, may be our “new normal” of spirit, and we may marvel at your loving presence 

in your hearts. 

We pray for those who mourn, for those who bear the loss of love in world of partings. We pray for 

those who grieve COVID deaths, and for those who grieve cancer deaths, and for those who grieve the 

deaths brought by illnesses and accidents, by circumstance and simple length of life. We pray for the 

millions who grieve the passing of Archbishop Desmond Tutu. He inspired us with his insistence upon 

the dignity and worth of all human beings and his resistance to those who would deny some people 

their full place in society. May we be as determined as he was to relieve the oppressed from their 

oppression, and may we be as blessed as he to have your light shine in our eyes. 

We ask your blessing upon those near and dear to us, O God, out of the love and care we have for them. 

We ask your blessing upon those distant and unknown to us, O God, because you have taught us to care 

for all your children. We ask your blessing upon those we do not care for, those who have not treated us 

well, those even who have harmed us, because you have taught us to pray for our enemies. May your 

blessing include the repentance of those who injure others. May your blessing include the healing of 

those who suffer. 

We look ahead to another year, O God, with its uncertainties and its mysteries. We pray for relief from 

this global pandemic, for ourselves and for others, and we pray that as long as it lasts, we will have your 

presence to comfort us, to guide us, and to inspire us. 

With the words of Jesus we pray together… 


