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C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  C R O S S  

N o v e m b e r  
B o a r d  M e e t i n g  

21 Deacons Meeting 

  N o v e m b e r   
U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

17 11:00 a.m. online 
One Song 

23 3:00 p.m. Bible Study 
via Zoom 

November 17,  2021 

Dear friends, 

A  while back a friend 
asked the question, 

“Why do we pray?” I 
thought about it a bit and 
then responded, 
“Because we talk to the 
ones we love.” 

If someone had asked, 
“Why do we give 
thanks?” I’d have a simi-
lar reply: “Because we 
say, ‘Thank you,’ to the 
ones we love.” 

We talk to our loved ones 
in good times and in bad 
times. Sometimes we’re 
bubbling over with hap-
piness and sometimes 
we’re sharing our tears. 
Sometimes we’re looking 
for advice and sometimes 
we’re passing along our 
wisdom. Sometimes 
we’re there in the same 
boat, and sometimes 
we’re in very different 
places. In all these situa-
tions, we talk to those we 
love. 

The same is true of our 
words of thanks. We say 
thank you for the things 
that are important and 
we say thank you for the 
things that look trivial. 

We say thank you in the 
moment and we repeat 
it hours or days later 
when we realize just 
what a difference some-
one has made. We say 
thank you for the gifts 
we’re not fond of (ah, 
socks at Christmas) and 
we say thank you for the 
gifts that fill our eyes 
with grateful tears. 

In good and bad, we talk 
to the ones we love. In 
good and bad, we offer 
our thanks. 

Is this Thanksgiving a 
good or bad one? It’s 
hard to tell – illness is 
down, but we remain 
justifiably anxious about 
possible increases to 
come. But it doesn’t mat-
ter. It’s a time to offer 
our thanks for the small 
things and the great, for 
what God has given us in 
the moment and for the 
shape God has given our 
lives. We’re probably not 
fond of all the gifts that 
God has given, but think 
of all those gifts that we 
have treasured to our 
souls. 

This Thanksgiving, con-
sider a special offering 

to Church of the Holy 
Christ. Let it be a tangi-
ble “Thank you” along-
side the words of your 
prayers.  

Talk to God, the One you 
love. Give God thanks. 
May God treasure, bless, 
and multiply your 
Thanksgiving. 

With aloha, 

 

Eric S. Anderson,  
Pastor  

The Messenger 
The Messenger is now a 
weekly newsletter dis-
tributed by Church of the 
Holy Cross in Hilo.  
If you have an article 
you would like to submit, 
please send it via email 
in Word format to 
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.
com or via postal service. 
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As we look toward next 
week’s Thanksgiving cele-
bration, I have my own 
thanks to offer. 
 
Thank you, friends. 
 
Last Sunday we dedicated 
your pledges of financial 
support to Church of the 
Holy Cross. Thank you so 
much for that! Thank you 
to those who filled their 
pledge cards out so that 
they arrived before Sun-
day, and thank you to 
those who are still consid-
ering their 2022 giving. 
Thank you for being a con-
tributing part of this com-
munity. Thank you for ex-
tending your heart and 
spirit to those around you. 
Thank you for trusting that 
your gifts will serve God’s 
loving purposes on Earth. 
 
As your pastor, I promise 
you that we will remember 
your generous hearts as 
we distribute your offer-
ings among the ministries 
of this church. I can’t 
promise that we will  
always choose rightly – 
none of us, least of all  

myself, are perfect – but 
when we err, we will do 
so in faithfulness.  
 
Thank you for being the 
Church. That happens 
when you give money, 
and it happens when 
you give your hearts to 
one another. It happens 
when you’re concerned 
about your neighbor, 
when you spend an  
extra moment, minute, 
hour, or day to listen to 
someone’s story or to do 
the things that will help 
them. It happens when 
you pray for your loved 
ones and for the suffer-
ing and for the keiki and 
for the kupuna. It hap-
pens when you pray for 
me, too. 
 
Over the next week 
you’ll be thinking about 
what you’re grateful for 
– in between making 
plans and preparations, 
of course. As you do, re-
member: I am thankful 
for you. 

With aloha, 

 
Pastor Eric 

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 
 

Bible Study Online: 
Tuesdays 3:00 pm  

See the Weekly Chime 
for connection  

information via Zoom,  
or call the office  
for instructions 

 
 

November 21 
Reign of Christ, 29 (34) 

2 Samuel 23:1-7 
Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18) 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
Psalm 93 

Revelation 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc   

  Twitter: @esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  
  facebook.com/holycrosshilo  
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VOLUNTEERS 
 

Sunday, November 21 
Lay Reader 

Bob Smith 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Connie Yoshiyama 

Sunday, November 28 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Ruth & Sachie Ohata 

Sunday, December 5 
Lay Reader 

Nalyn Ang 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Beverly Dodo 

Sunday, December 12 
Lay Reader 

Jennifer Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Jean Kita 

3 Katy Marshall 

4 Janine Kawazoe 

7 Martha Yamada 

7 Eli Yamaki 

8 Jill Suzuki 

13 Sachi Fukuda 

14 Emyann Omae 

17 Saeko Hayashi 

18 Jay Yokoyama 

21 Lynn Tadaki 

22 Setsuko Takemoto 

D e c e m b e r  

5 Darlene Yamauchi 

6 Mace Peng 

9 Tricia Kimura 

14 Stephen Mori 

16 Robin Nakayama 

19 Hatsue Kamimura 

20 Raymond Kobayashi 

20 Laura Ota 

22 Evonne Shioshita 

24 Gordon Inouye 

29 Jean Tanouye 

30 Kendal Ushijima 

N o v e m b e r  

Birthday Blessings  

Service Day is this Saturday, November 20, from 8:30 
a.m. to noon.  Please help us make our church sparkle 
before the holiday season.  If you are able to join us, 
please call the office at 935-1283 so we can plan 
ahead.  Lots to do – weeding, windows and 
more!  Thank you for your care of the church facilities. 

Save the Date! 



Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  
Pickleball: Played Mondays, 12:00 pm, Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m., Wednesdays 2:00 

p.m., Thursdays, 8:30 a.m., Fridays, 8:30 a.m., Saturdays, 12:00 p.m., and 

Sundays, 1:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith—limited to maximum of 10 at-

tendees 

Bible Study: Tuesdays,  3:00 p.m. via Zoom  
One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online  
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


