
Pastoral Prayer 

November 14, 2021 

O God of Hannah, of Mary, of Samuel, and of Jesus, 

Reverse our topsy-turvy world. 

We persist in valuing the wrong things and discounting the things that are good. We enrich the wealth 

for their wealth and blame the poor for the fact that their hard work wins small rewards. We prefer the 

advice of those we agree with to the advice of those who have studied the topic. We still dismiss the 

leadership of women; we still maintain the structures that keep white people in power and frustrate the 

ambitions of people of color; we still hear voices raised calling for the use of force to create a single 

faith. 

O God, reverse our topsy-turvy world. 

In this week, we remember the veterans of our nation, those who took on thankless tasks and assumed 

undesired dangers on behalf of their fellow citizens. We pray for healing of body, mind, and soul for 

those injured in their service. We pray for gentle transitions for those returning to civilian life. We pray 

for a day of peace, when veterans around the globe may embrace one another without fear of question 

or harm. 

We pray for the veterans of this pandemic. We pray for those who stayed at their jobs, risking exposure 

to disease when neither vaccines nor effective treatments were available, in health care settings, first 

responder services, manufacturing and transportation, farming, grocery stores, and fast food. We pray 

for those who lost work and wondered how to meet their families’ needs. We pray for those whose 

unemployment benefits exceeded their working wages, and we wonder why it’s ethical to pay less than 

a living wage to hard-working people. 

We pray for the landlords wondering how to meet expenses in the absence of rent payments. We pray 

for the renters praying for a way to pay back rent before the moratoriums end and they lose their 

homes. We pray for those who have labored to bring the resources together that might avoid an 

eviction crisis: national leaders, clerks and social workers, mediators and local people reaching out to 

help. 

We pray, O God, for better days in our world, less illness, less hubris, more compassion, more wisdom, 

more love.  

In the words of Jesus we pray together… 

 


