
Pastoral Prayer 

October 24, 2021 

Now is the time when we come together as the church to lift up prayers on behalf of our communities. 

On this Access Sunday, we will lift up both the sorrows and the joys of disabled communities. When you 

hear "GOD, in your mercy," the response is, "Be with us." 

God who shows up wherever we are, we pray for access. May every mountain be leveled into a ramp, 

every valley raised into an elevator. May ASL, audible crosswalks, communication badges, mobility aids, 

and accessible public transit become like the air we breathe: abundant and nourishing. May the hearts 

and minds of all people be opened to consider ways of learning, knowing, and communicating that are 

not their own, and may we seek understanding through love. We pray for all disabled people who are 

denied the access tools, supports, and technologies that would lead to the full and enriched lives we 

deserve. Remind us, o God, that though society neglects us, you do not. God, in your mercy: be with us. 

We pray for all those effected by Covid19: those who are sick, or suffering the effects of long Covid; 

those who have lost loved ones and community members; and all whose lives and livelihoods have been 

impacted in a myriad of ways. We pray especially for disabled people, O God, as we struggle to receive 

equal access to healthcare, to convince our communities to keep us safe, and to maintain the access and 

supports we need in a changing world. May your loving presence ease suffering, anxiety, and loneliness. 

God, in your mercy: be with us. 

God, we find your Divine Image in the diversity of your people. Help us to honor that Divine Image in all 

those who are marginalized: communities of black people, indigenous people, people of color, queer 

and trans people, immigrants and refugees, those who are experiencing poverty or homelessness. We 

pray especially for disabled members of these groups, knowing that our disability community is wide 

and diverse, and that any form of oppression increases the force of ableism. We strive for solidarity 

between movements, in hopes of a day when justice will roll down like waters, and all oppression will 

cease. God, in your mercy: be with us. 

God of abundant love, we thank you for the joys of community: the meals lovingly prepared with 

everyone's dietary needs in mind; the friends who provide image descriptions while watching movies; 

the Zoom gatherings full of laughter and comfort and closed captioning. Even when physically 

separated, O God, we rejoice in the power of community, and all it can do to sustain us. May all who are 

isolated be enfolded in the embrace of people who love them. May all of us who have felt distanced 

from our community reach out to strengthen those ties again. God, in your mercy: be with us. 

God of interdependence, we rejoice in solidarity: across disability, across marginalization, across all that 

seeks to divide us from loving our neighbor. We know that what harms one of us harms all of us, and 

that none can be free until all are free. Be present with us when we remember this, in advocating for the 

needs and rights of another; and be present, and remind us, when we forget it, when fear and comfort 

tempt us to put our privilege above another's need. Recall to us the joy of relying on one another and 

being relied upon, of being one body, and call us to love. God, in your mercy: be with us. 



God of infinite resourcefulness, we thank you for the myriad ways of living life, all the different ways in 

which we can speak, read, move, work, play, and love. You did not intend for there to be only one way 

of being human, but instead created many kinds of bodyminds, and many ways to use them. We honor 

our disabled ancestors and elders, who taught us their tips and tricks: how to use our canes and 

wheelchairs, what tools and toys work best in our hands, what movements cause the least pain, and 

that different ways of thinking are not wrong ways of thinking. At the same time, we pray for all those 

who feel trapped or hampered by their bodies and minds. We validate their pain and frustration and 

pray for it to be eased, even as we pray that they may know blessings from their bodyminds. God, in 

your mercy: be with us. 

We commit these prayers to you O God, those spoken aloud and those communicated to you in any 

other way. We pray now together, inspired by the words of Jesus, saying, 

Amen. 

This prayer has been slightly adapted from one provided for Access Sunday 2021 by UCC Disabilities 

Ministries, uccdm.org. It is used by permission. 


