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S e p t e m b e r  
U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

24 6:00 p.m. online 
Community Sing 

28 3:00 p.m. Bible Study 
Via Zoom 

29 11:00 a.m. online 
One Song 

O c t o b e r  
B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  
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N eighbors in Need 
(NIN) is a special 

mission offering of the 
United Church of Christ 
that supports ministries 
of justice and compas-
sion throughout the 
United States. One-third 
of NIN funds support the 
Council for American In-
dian Ministry and two-
thirds of this offering is 
used by the UCC’s Justice 
and Witness Ministries 
to support a variety of 
justice initiatives, advo-
cacy efforts and direct 
service projects through 
grants.   

These grants are award-
ed to UCC churches and 
organizations doing jus-
tice work in their com-
munities. They fund 
projects ranging from 
direct service to com-
munity organizing and 
advocacy to address sys-
temic injustice. This 
year, special considera-
tion will be given to pro-
jects focusing on serving 
our immigrant neigh-
bors and communities.   
 
We will dedicate this 
special offering on Octo-
ber 3rd as part of World 

Communion Sunday 
observance. Special 
envelopes are enclosed 
for your use. Thank 
you for supporting this 
offering. 
 

Board of Stewardship 
and Mission 

 

Neighbors in Need  - How the Money is Spent 

A  United Church of 
Christ sanctuary 

church offering immi-
grants refuge in the Ari-
zona borderlands will 
soon be offering a place 
of hospitality, support 
and hope on the Mexi-
can side of the border 
for people who find 
themselves deported 

from the United States.  
The Shadow Rock UCC 
Sanctuary Action Team 
and Rev. Ken 
Heintzelman are in the 
process of establishing 
Hope Station Nogales 
in Sonora, Mexico. 
 
The thought is Hope 
Station, which was 

funded in part by a 
$10,000 grant from 
Neighbors in Need, can 
be a place of transi-
tion, a place where 
people who are  
deported but have 
family in the U.S. can 
find a meal, safe lodg-
ing and assistance. 
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O h, these times. 

Mercifully, the num-
ber of new COVID-19 in-
fections each day has been 
declining since the begin-
ning of the month. It’s still 
higher than any other peri-
od of the pandemic than 
this past August, which 
means it’s far too high to 
consider many of the 
things we’d like to do. Life 
will not be “normal” for 
some time. 

Our challenge is to make 
life livable in the time in 
which we live. We are not 
the first generation to do 
so. On the lava plain west 
of Kalapana there are 
planters assembled from 
loose stone and filled with 
gathered soil. Sheltered 
from the relentless wind, 
those small gardens shel-
tered taro plants. For long 
years, while the most pop-
ulated spot on Hawai’i Is-
land was Waipi’o Valley, 
some determined souls 
planted and harvested on 
the hard paho’eho’e and 
made their lives livable. 
The marks they left show 
that some even thrived. 

The dangers of the corona-
virus may eventually fade, 

but not yet, and proba-
bly not soon, even with 
the vaccines. In this 
time, how will we make 
our lives livable? How 
will we minimize the 
risks to ourselves and to 
others, but still maintain 
the supports we need to 
maintain our bodies, 
comfort our hearts, and 
strengthen our spirits? 
What will we use to 
bring comfort to those 
we love? How will we 
help them comfort us? 

Telephones, cards, com-
puters, photos, video 
chats, outdoor seating, 
masked conversations, 
televised concerts… 
think about the means 
you might use to see and 
be seen, to reach out and 
to be touched, to com-
fort and be comforted. It 
might be time to explore 
new ones you haven’t 
used or to reclaim ones 
you abandoned long ago.  

How will we live – and 
thrive – in this time?  

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 
@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/
holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 
 

Bible Study Online: 
Tuesdays 3:00 pm  

See the Weekly Chime 
for connection  

information via Zoom,  
or call the office  
for instructions 

 
 
 

September 26 
Pentecost 18  

Proper 21 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10,  

9:20-22  
Psalm 124 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 
24-29 

Psalm 19:7-14 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 

 
 
 
 
 



P a g e  3  

W e near 2022 and 
will soon be mak-

ing decisions on the 
church’s budget, officers 
and board members.  Due 
to COVID restrictions a 
congregational meeting is 
not planned.  Instead 
members will soon receive 
a mailing including a budg-
et packet and slate of offic-
ers and board members.  
Written ballots on the 
budget and election will 
also be included with a re-
turn addressed envelope.   

 Please review the mate-
rial and return your 

ballots by October 22, 
2021; ballots will be 
counted October 24th.    

 To address budget 
questions or issues, a 
meeting with connec-
tion by telephone or 
computer Zoom pro-
gram is scheduled for 
October 1, 2021 at 
10:00 AM.  To partici-
pate, please contact 
Momi at the church 
office by September 
28, 2021;  Momi will 
forward you infor-
mation on how to 
connect to the meet-

2022 Budget and Election of  
Officers and Board Members 

ing once it is final-
ized.  A team from 
the budget commit-
tee will be available 
for questions. 

This decision process 
will not be as effective 
as a face-to-face meet-
ing but is being used to 
keep us all safe during 
this worrisome pan-
demic period.  We ask 
for your  patience and 
support as we best try 
to carry on the vision 
and mission of our 
church. 

Foodland’s Give Aloha Continues Through September 
Church of the Holy Cross Code: 77840 

D uring the month of 
September, you can 

donate up to $249 to each 
non-profit organization 
participating in Foodland's 
Give Aloha campaign. All 
you need is a Maika'i card 
and donations are payable 

in the form of cash, 
check, or credit card at 
the checkout counter. 
If you do not have a 
Maika'i account, you 
may establish one at 
checkout. The dona-
tion amount and name 

of the organization will 
appear on your re-
ceipt. Foodland will 
then pass on your gift 
to the organization, 
along with an addi-
tional donation. 

Mahalo for Supporting the Walk to End Alzheimer's 

T hank you to everyone who has participated or donated to the Walk to End 
Alzheimer's disease. You can still support the walk by donating online 

at act.alz.org/hawaiiwalk (just click DONATE) or you can send a check made out 
to the Alzheimer's Association to Church of the Holy Cross. Checks will be for-
warded and credited to the team. 
 
Many thanks to all the participants, past and present, taking these steps to end 
Alzheimer's! 

https://act.alz.org/site/TR;jsessionid=00000000.app20018b?fr_id=14412&pg=entry&NONCE_TOKEN=1BA284E96705EBEA0759E529E83DE25D
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Join Service Day Saturday to Make the Church Shine 

M embers, friends, everyone: You're invited to help out this Saturday, Sep-
tember 25, from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm. There are tasks for nearly every 

skill level from weeding to cleaning windows. Please call the office at 935-1283 
if you can join us so we can plan ahead. Mahalo for your care for our church and 
grounds! 

Tick Tock 
by Phiwa Langeni  

W hen an alien  
resides with you 

in your land, you shall not 
oppress the alien … you 
shall love the alien as your-
self, for you were aliens in 
the land of Egypt. –
 Leviticus 19:33-34 
(NRSV)  
 
At my new school back in 
third grade, I vividly re-
member approaching 
peers on the playground 
and asking if I could join 
their game. I was met with 
one of the most dreaded 
phrases of my child-
hood: Tick tock, game 
locked. That meant they 
didn’t want to play with 
me. That was the law of 
the playground to protect 
the scarce resource of 
playtime. Once it was spo-
ken, I couldn’t argue. I had 
to find some other place to 
play, also losing playtime 
as I did.  
 
Unfortunately, this mind-
set didn’t remain on the 
playground. Though it 
plays out differently in 

various settings and 
circumstances, our 
scarcity-based society 
thrives on exclusions. 
We create separations 
based on our sexual 
orientations, pigmen-
tations, national origi-
nations, gender identi-
fications, political in-
clinations, educations, 
or other iterations of 
human variations.  
 
Our biblical ancestors 
too were a people who 
were quite familiar 
with being outsiders. 
Even so, situations of 
comfort made them 
forget about their own 
hardships as aliens. 
When they had plenty, 
they guarded instead 
of sharing. Like them, 
we work hard at get-
ting and keeping what 
we’ve got at any cost. 
Sometimes we’re so 
focused on doing 
things right that we 
forget to do the right 
thing.  
 

I’m personally grateful 
for those few rule-
challengers in third 
grade (and beyond!) 
who went against cul-
ture to welcome me. 
It’s through them that I 
was able to thrive and 
be the best third grad-
er I knew how to be.  
 
Prayer 
Help us realize you 
have more than 
enough for all of us. 
Embolden us to act to-
ward the day we can 
proclaim: Tick tock, 
nothing locked! Amen. 
 
About the Author 

The Rev. 
Phiwa 
Langeni is 
the Am-
bassador 
for Inno-

vation & Engagement 
of the United Church of 
Christ. They are also 
the Founder of Salus 
Center, the only 
LGBTQ resource and 
community center in 
Lansing, MI.  

https://www.ucc.org/byline/phiwa-langeni/
https://www.saluscenter.org/
https://www.saluscenter.org/
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MONTHLY 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

Sunday, September 26 
Lay Reader 

Cindy Debus 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

Sunday, October 3 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Bob and Sue Smith 

Sunday, October 10 
Lay Reader 

Stefan Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Amy Shiroma &  

Clarice Suzuki 

Sunday, October 17 
Lay Reader 

Jennifer Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Feline & Mark Sakumoto 

3 Christine Osterwalder 

6 Wataru Hayashi 

7 Ruth Niino-DuPonte 

8 Burden Petrus 

9 Mark Sakamoto 

10 Christopher Chen 

11 Erin Okuda 

12 Jordan Nakamoto 

12 Eric Tanouye 

14 Jennifer Kita-Seckman 

17 Andi Ushijima 

21 Chiyoko Nakamura 

21 Moira Tanaka 

22 Theone Albano 

25 Avis Mortemore 

26 Kimiyo Miyashiro 

26 Lester Uchima 

29 Mark Tanouye 

O c t o b e r  

1 Reiko Masutomi 

3 Miyoko Tanita 

5 Gary Tadaki 

8 Rhonda E. Johnson 

12 Faith Mishina 

12 James Yoshiyama 

12 Cynthia Debus 

13 Mary Ann Katayama 

13 Jolie Okabe 

15 Josiah Shirai 

18 Joy Kusinski 

19 John Chin 

21 Jennie Kondo 

21 Dorothy Matsui 

21 Lolita Tanouye 

22 Travis Mathews 

24 Greg Nakamura 

25 Sabrino Robert 

28 Irene Okada 

29 Ben Masutomi 

29 Christa Lum 

30 Shirley Miyake 

S e p t e m b e r   

Birthday blessings 

Service Day This Saturday 

P lease join us this Saturday, September 25th from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. to 
help clean our beloved church campus. 

  
Call Momi at 935-1283 if you can make it.  

We need your help. 

 Thank you 

GIVE ALOHA 2021 
Our code is: 77840  



Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  
Pickleball: Played Mondays, 12:00 pm, Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m., Wednesdays 2:00 

p.m., Thursdays, 8:30 a.m., Saturdays, 12:00 p.m., and Sundays, 1:30 p.m. in 

the Building of Faith—limited to maximum of 10 attendees 

Bible Study: Tuesdays,  3:00 p.m. via Zoom 

One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online 

 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


