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God of hope, 

Be with the people of Afghanistan, with those struggling to evacuate the country, and with those who 

will remain. May those leaving exit in safety. May those staying find the space to live with peace, 

integrity, and justice. This we must pray fervently, because we fear that all these decades of war have 

not nourished the ground for peace. 

We pray for the people of Haiti as they grieve, as they recover from injuries, as they consider next steps 

after the earthquake. Speed the efforts of people inside and outside that island nation to bring food, 

water, and medical care to the afflicted. And help us remember that the recovery from such a disaster is 

long. Do not let us forget them with the passing of the days. 

We pray for those in the path of Hurricane Henri. We have known the torrential rains, O God, and feared 

the rising tides. Preserve life and health, O God, for those struck with storms in the midst of this COVID-

19 storm. 

For we are still beset with the high winds of a pandemic, O God. Strengthen the minds and bodies of 

medical professionals struggling to care for too many patients in too little space. Increase the resilience 

of those exposed to the virus. Help prevent the transmission of the disease, and renew our efforts to 

reduce its spread. 

We pray also for the Rev. Bensis Henry, newly ordained senior pastor of the United Church of Christ of 

Pohnpei church here in Hilo. Give him wisdom and give him insight beyond even what you have already 

shared. We are grateful for his companionship and his congregation’s companionship in ministry. We 

give you thanks that you have called us to serve side by side. 

To our sorrow, O God, please bring comfort. To our needs, bring relief. To our confusion, bring wisdom. 

To our weariness, bring renewal. To our happiness, bring joy. To our life, bring life eternal, for we ask 

these things in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, saying… 

Amen. 

 


