
Pastoral Prayer 

August 15, 2021 

God of grace and peace, 

We pray today for the people of Haiti, shaken once more by a massive earthquake, bringing death and 

sorrow to one of the world’s poorest nations. We ask your help to speed aid to those affected, to 

strengthen the bodies of the injured, and to hold tenderly the grieving whose eyes have run out of tears. 

Help them, O God, and help us to help them. 

We pray for the people of Afghanistan as Taliban forces move into the capital city of Kabul. We pray for 

those who are at greatest risk from a new Taliban government: those who live where there is fighting, 

supporters of the previous regimes, and women. We pray with grief that twenty years of war have taken 

the lives of 3500 coalition soldiers and 64,000 Afghan military and police, and that an estimated 111,000 

Afghan civilians have been killed or injured.  

We do not ask you to make this suffering meaningful, O God. We ask that you bring relief, and justice, 

and peace. Despite the best efforts of human beings to bring suffering and domination and death, O 

God, bring relief and justice and peace. 

We pray for a world still tightly in the grip of COVID-19. We pray for students and educators gathering. 

Preserve their health, O God, and give us wisdom to slow the progress of disease. We pray for the 

steadily increasing numbers of grieving people, O God, as we approach four and a half million deaths 

worldwide.  

We pray for ourselves. We are tired, some of us. We are frustrated, some of us. We are angry, some of 

us. We are grieving, some of us. We are ill, some of us. We are laboring, some of us. We are, one and all 

of us, as we are. We need your care. We need your strength. We need your grace. We need your peace. 

Bring these things to us and to all the world, as we ask it in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, 

saying… 

Amen. 

 


