
Pastoral Prayer 

June 27, 2021 

Gracious God, 

On this Open and Affirming Sunday, we recognize that we have a lot of reaching out to do in this 

congregation, in this community, in this nation, and in this world. We recognize that two hundred years 

of Christianity in these islands have all too often brought injustice to its residents if they were non-

white, non-male, non-straight, non-wealthy. We recognize that one hundred thirty years of this 

congregation has not changed that reality nearly enough. We recognize that nearly two thousand years 

of Christianity in the world has too often been coopted by greed and power, and too seldom held to its 

values of justice, extravagant welcome, mercy, and grace. 

We have a lot of reaching out to do, and to be truthful, O God, we probably don’t recognize all of it. 

So we look to you, pray to you as earnestly as Jairus did, to guide our wisdom and our compassion and 

our strength to move the world toward your vision. We catch hold of you as earnestly as the woman did 

to reshape our misperceptions, correct our errors, and forgive our faults. We catch hold of you with the 

prayer that you will catch hold of us with the same gentleness and power with which you took the hand 

of Jairus’ daughter. Catch hold of us, raise us, guide us, and give us strength. 

We pray for the suffering of the world. We pray for those escaped, injured, or waiting anxiously outside 

the collapsed residence in Surfside, Florida. We pray for the souls of those who have died. We pray in 

hopes that some yet survive and can be rescued. We pray for the rescuers, that they may be safe as they 

shift the rubble in search of survivors. 

We pray for those suffering from COVID-19, from cancers, from heart disease, from infectious disease, 

from injuries, from mental illness, from all the things that sap the health of the human body, mind, and 

soul. Bring healing, O God, and bring healers, to us in what we endure, and to others in their need. 

Reach out with a powerful healing hand. 

We ask these things in the name of the Great Healer Jesus, who taught us to pray, saying… 

Amen. 

 


