
The Messenger  The Messenger    

C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  C R O S S  

M a y  
U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

23 Strengthen the Church 
Offering 

M a y   
B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

30 Stewardship and  
Mission Meeting 

May 19, 2021 

Strengthen the Church  

Seeking Photos 
for Church                     
Directory 

 

W ith the pandemic, 
we have not been 

able to assemble photos 
for a new directory. We 
would welcome your 
own photos for our next 
edition; photos should be 
less than a year old. Send 
prints to the office or 
email digital photos to 
Momi Lyman at 
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.
com or you can arrange 
with Momi to have your 
photo taken here at the 
church by phoning Momi 
at 935-1283. 
Mahalo!  

S trengthen the 
Church (STC), one 

of four special mission 
offerings of the United 
Church of Christ, builds 
up the Body of Christ. 
Split evenly between the 
Hawai'i Conference and 
UCC national ministries, 
money received from 
this offering largely sup-
ports youth ministries, 
leadership development 
for new churches in 
parts of the country 
where the UCC voice has 
not been heard, and  

innovation in existing 
congregations. 
 
Churches are invited to 
receive this offering on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 
23, 2021, but contribu-
tions may be collected 
on any Sunday. 
 
Congregations are  
encouraged to use this 
video, which includes 
footage of Hawai'i 
youth from the last Na-
tional Youth Event, to 
promote the Strength-
en the Church offering.  

Hilo Coast UCC Thrift Shop:  
A Church in Mission 

H ilo Coast UCC is 
on a mission to 

serve local needs in 
our community fund-
ed by income from 
their Thrift Shop at 
the Church.  They 
have supported  
entities such as The 
Food Basket, Neigh-
borhood Place of Pu-
na and the Dress for 
Success program for 
workplace prepared-
ness. 
 
All proceeds from  
their Thrift Shop go 
to ministry. 

Donations are  
Welcome!   

 
All items in good 
working order (except 
large appliances) are 
accepted. Items they 
are not able to use are 
shared with the ReUse 
Store located at Hilo’s 
County transfer sta-
tion. And it gets bet-
ter…… a great way to 
clean good “extra” 
items at home and 
pick up of items is of-
fered! Want to share? 
Contact Kay Rycraft at 
808 895-4165. 

https://hcucc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d09d80abc8cc6a2ef04d9acf4&id=e90f4a25e2&e=0065f0d079
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C an I take a parent’s 
privilege for a mo-

ment and rejoice in my 
daughter? 

Rebekah graduates from 
Union Theological Semi-
nary this Friday. She’s tak-
en the classes. She’s writ-
ten the papers. She’s done 
work in a worshiping con-
gregation. She’s finished 
the projects. On Friday, she 
celebrates her accomplish-
ments. 

That, of course, explains 
the timing for my vacation 
(as you read this I am 
many miles away). Alt-
hough her commencement 
ceremony is being held via 
the Internet (of course), I 
am trusting my fully  
activated vaccine to keep 
me in good health 
throughout the journey. I 
am also trusting my ability 
to decipher sometimes 
mystifying travel proce-
dures to accomplish the 
trip in safety. 

I’ve written many times 
about the need to embrace 
our joy. One way to do that 
is to celebrate the things 
that give us joy. There are 
times that celebration 
looks uncomfortably like 

bragging – there are 
times that celebration 
definitely crosses well 
into bragging, for that 
matter – but it does not 
have to do so. Grandchil-
dren are adorable. Grad-
uates have done great 
and wonderful things. 
New kittens and puppies 
beg to have “Awwwww” 
pronounced over their 
pictures. But it’s not just 
those: it’s also the pro-
jects completed, the art-
works created, the jobs 
undertaken, and the vo-
cations brought to a 
close. 

Celebration helps move 
us on to new things. It 
marks the close of one 
effort – and it affirms its 
worth. It marks as well 
the potential launch of 
new efforts, efforts 
which have the chal-
lenge of rising to the lev-
el of worth of what we 
are celebrating. 

When something comes 
along worth celebrating, 
celebrate it! 

Just as I am this week. 

With aloha, 

 
Pastor Eric 

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 
 

Bible Study Online:  
Will return Tuesdays 

3:00 pm  via Zoom 
commencing  
 June 1, 2021 

 
 

May 23 
Pentecost Sunday 

Numbers 11:24-30 

 
 

May 30 
Trinity Sunday 
Psalm 33:1-12 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    

Twitter: @esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    
facebook.com/holycrosshilo  
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MAY 
VOLUNTEERS 

Sunday, May 23 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Ann Kanahele 

Sunday, May 30 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Eileen Shiraishi 

Sunday, June 6 
Lay Reader 

Stefan Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Bob & Sue Smith 

 

 

Sunday, June 13 
Lay Reader 

Nalyn Ang 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Jennie Kondo 

 

2 Malia Ushijima 

4 Amy Yamaki 

4 Ruth Ohata 

11 Else Ushijima 

11 Scott Maeda 

11 Christopher Tanouye 

11 Sachi Ohata 

14 Carol Morioka 

15 Elwood Kita 

16 Fawn Takemoto 

16 Fern Takemoto-

Leahigh 

21 Liane Martin 

22 Lorraine Inouye 

30 Timothy Nakamoto 

 J u n e  
5 Lillian Tanouye 

16 Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

16 Marie Ikeda 

17 John Narruhn 

20 Peter Tadaki 

27 Mary Matayoshi 

27 Joy Ushijima 

M a y  

Pastor Eric on Vacation  

P astor Eric is currently on vacation through May 31, and will return to the 
church office on June 1, 2021. Leading worship on May 23 and May 30 will 

be the Rev. Jonathan Roach. Thank you so much, Jonathan! 
 
Pastor Eric will be traveling to celebrate his daughter Rebekah Anderson's gradu-
ation from Union Theological Seminary and, of course, to visit family in the east. 
Please include Rebekah in your prayers of thanks and Pastor Eric in your prayers 
for safety as he makes the journey. 
 
The Weekly Chime will not be published on May 24 or 31. What I'm Thinking will 
be off for three weeks, and will return on June 7. 

Birthday Blessings 



Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  
The Gathering Place: Pickleball played Mondays, 12:00 pm, Thursdays, 8:30 

a.m. and Saturdays, 1:00 p.m. Building of Faith 

Bible Study: Tuesdays,  3:00 p.m. via Zoom 

One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online 

 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


