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Thank You
by Donna Schaper

herefore encour-

age one another
and build up each other,
as indeed you are doing. -
1 Thessalonians 5:11
(NRSV)

What you do matters. It
may be hard to know
that in the middle of any
given day or meeting or
moment. You may leave
more than one task un-
finished, more than one
email waiting for re-
sponse, more than one
goal unaccomplished.
Most people do, includ-
ing the greatest multi-
taskers among us. To do
is to leave some things
undone.

Sometimes it appears we
are all “interims,” no
matter what task we are
doing or what title we
have. We all walk a great
path, with our steps mat-
tering to the greater
march of humanity. We
can learn how to thank
ourselves, in unfinished
ways, for the great unfin-
ished of our lives.

My friend practices ran-
dom acts of guerilla
compassion. She may
over-tip the lunch waiter
or give her mother’s
caretaker a restaurant
gift card or clean up an
entire picnic area. Her

creative acts of appre-
ciation and recognition
say a lot about what
she might have liked
for herself. Just a little
nod to remembering
that what we do mat-
ters is often enough to
take us to the next step
on the long path.

When we are thanked,
we go on to thank oth-
ers. Blessings multiply
into happy endings;
ingratitudes multiply
into messes. How to
get the appreciation
we ourselves want?
Appreciate others.
How to get the encour-
agement we ourselves
want? Encourage oth-
ers. The golden rule is
truly golden and has
many applications.
Once we know that
what we do matters,
we go on to help others
recognize the same.

Prayer

God of compassion and
appreciation, remind
us that Thanksgiving
doesn’t need to be kept
to the month of No-
vember. Amen.
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es and our lives—who
support the work and
ease the way.
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The Pastor’s Corner

his is not a new thing  amidst the strain we

for me to say. 'm sure have endured, we still
you’'ve heard me say it (or  live - in such times, that
read me write it) many is a statement to cele-
times before. During the brate.

last year I've probably said Bible Study With

: Y Christ lives, too, despite
it more often than in prior ¢ offorts of the fearful Pastor Eric
years, but then, in thislast 5 powerful to keep

year we've had greatneed ;1 iy pig grave. God has We gather for:

of it declared in no uncertain Deep questions
Embrace your joy. terms that brevity, sor- Surprising wisdom
We don’t need to be re- row, disappointment, Unforgettable stories
minded that life is brief failure, strain, and even Seeds of thought

death are not the final Refreshment for the
powers. The Holy Spirit spirit

has come to us in wis-
dom and in strength.

and that sorrow is a fre-
quent visitor. We don'’t
need to be reminded of
disappointments and fail-

ures. We certainly don’t These are great things to Bible Study Online:
need to be reminded that rejoice in, as are the dai- 4 0OA0OAAUO X
we have lived under tre- ly and precious bless- See the Weekly Chime
mendous strain for overa  ings of life: the sight of a for connection
year and that the strain is child’s smile. The feel of [RAURUELIDRYERALIF
only slowly relaxing its ocean spray. The scent of or c_all the office
hold on us. the wind through pines. for instructions
We might need to be re- The melodies of bird- Cos
minded to make our vac- song. The flavor of sweet - AU U
cine appointments, but Mmango. SISO RS
. ’ . Acts 10:44-48
digress... The reality of aloha - Psalm 98
We know all that. We also friends, spouses, family IJohn 5:1-6

- that surrounds us al-
most without our aware-
ness.

know, but need to be re-
minded, that life includes
warmth and freshness. We
know, but need to be re- Embrace your joy, AU v
minded, that life includes friends. .
succ.esses and unanticipat- With aloha,
ed gifts. We know, but _
need to be reminded, that ~ Pastor Eric

John 15:9-17

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:15-17,21-26
Psalm 1
I John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

Contact Pastor Eric

Office phone: 808-935-1283 § Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com { Instagram: esanderson_ucc
Twitter: @esanderson § Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson
facebook.com/holycrosshilo
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Hilo Coast UCC Thrift Shop: A Church in Mission

ilo Coast UCC is on a mission to serve local needs in our community funded

by income from their Thrift Shop at the Church. They have supported
entities such as The Food Basket, Neighborhood Place of Puna and the Dress for
Success program for workplace preparedness.

All proceeds from their Thrift Shop go to ministry

Donations are Welcome! All items in good working order (except large appli-
ances) are accepted. [tems they are not able to use are shared with the ReUse
Store located at Hilo’s County transfer station. And it gets better...... a great way to
clean good “extra” items at home and pick up of items is offered! Want to share?
Contact Kay Rycraft at 808 895-4165.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

el 125 peRErR e Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
‘ ’ Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson
Churchli?tlh-ezlgclals P— Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Hilo Hawaiz The Gathering Place: Pickleball played Mondays, 12:00 pm, Thursdays, 8:30

a.m. and Saturdays, 1:00 p.m. Building of Faith
Bible Study: Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m. via Zoom
One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Office Hours God is still s eakwy, £
Mon-Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm UNlTED CHURCH

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm

Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com




