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Not How I Imagined 
by John Edgerton 

T here are many who 
say, “O that we 

might see some good! Let 
the light of your face 
shine on us, O Lord!” … I 
will both lie down and 
sleep in peace; for you 
alone, O Lord, make me 
lie down in safety. – 
Psalm 4:6 & 8 (NRSV) 
 
     The night before my 
first Covid-19 vaccina-
tion, I could barely sleep. 
I kept turning over in my 
mind all the ways that it 
might not happen. What 
if they ask for an employ-
ee ID? Our church 
doesn’t have employee 
IDs! For those keeping 
score at home, I brought 
my passport and my 
W2.  Absolutely none of 
which was needed.    
     When I arrived for my 
appointment at the  
hospital, I was directed 
to a basement-level audi-
torium. It’s the kind of 
room normally used for 
mandatory work-safety 
seminars where the  
attendees are alternately 
eyeing the boxed lunches 
or the exits. 
     In my imagination, I 
would be awash with 
tears of gratitude and 
flowing praise like the 
psalmist. This meant 
health instead of illness, 

hope instead of refus-
ing to lift my eyes to 
any far horizon. After 
the shot, all I managed 
was a simple (and 
slightly croaky), 
“Thank you.” For some-
one who makes a living 
with words, I sure  
wasn’t very eloquent.  
     I drove the 30 miles 
home in silence, think-
ing of those still wait-
ing, anxiously refresh-
ing vaccine appoint-
ment apps hoping that 
they might see some 
good. None of this is 
simple.  
     I didn’t know what 
to do, but I knew that it 
was right to give 
thanks to the Lord. I 
slept like a rock that 
night, having remem-
bered what it was like 
to lay down in safety.  
 
Prayer 
Thank you, O God.  
Sorry if that came out a 
little croaky. 
 

 
About the 
Author 

John Edger-
ton is Lead 

Pastor at First United 
Church of Oak Park, Il-
linois. 

Dear Lord, 

Help me to listen 

to you in prayer as 

much as you listen 

to me.  Amen 
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I  love to watch ocean 
waves. 

I can sit and watch them 
for a long, long time. I like 
to watch the ocean surface 
undulate as each wave’s 
trough and crest moves. I 
like to watch for the differ-
ences in wave height and 
trough depth. Will this 
wave surmount this rock? 
Will this next wave’s 
trough reveal the ocean 
floor? 

As the wave begins to 
break, I like to watch the 
foam fly away in wisps and 
then in great sheets of 
wind-blown spray. I like to 
watch the colors change 
from deep blue to lighter 
blue to green to silver. I 
like to watch the wave-top 
bow into that slow mo-
ment before it crashes 
down in new plumes of 
spray. I like to listen to the 
roar and boom. I like to 
breathe in the moistened 
air. 

On a beach, I like to feel 
the water tickle my toes, 
and I like to feel the reced-
ing water pull at the sand 
around and below my feet. 
I like to watch the sand 

move back and forth as 
waves rise and fall. At 
Pohoiki, I like to listen as 
retreating water carries 
larger stones and cin-
ders down with a dra-
matic clatter before the 
next wave bears them 
up the slope once more. 

Waves reshape the 
coastline of our island. 
They usually do it slow-
ly, over generations, but 
as we saw at Pohoiki 
they can transform it 
very quickly indeed. 
Each wave does a little, 
just a fraction of the 
overall work, but each 
wave does some. 

We are much like the 
waves, adding a little bit 
here, taking away a little 
bit there, from the world 
as we have found it. We 
make a difference indi-
vidually, and together, 
we remake the world. 

May we do so thought-
fully, deliberately, wisely, 
and guided by the grace 
of God. 

With aloha, 

 
Pastor Eric  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 
 

Bible Study Online: 
Tuesdays 3:00 pm  

See the Weekly Chime 
for connection  

information via Zoom,  
or call the office  
for instructions 

 
 

April 25 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Good Shepherd Sunday 

Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 

I John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 

 

May 2 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:25-31 
I John 4:7-21 

John 15:1-8 
 

 Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    

Twitter: @esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    
facebook.com/holycrosshilo  
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APRIL 
VOLUNTEERS 

Sunday, April 25 
Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Malia Mattos 

Sunday, May 2 
Lay Reader 

Barbara Iwami 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Chris & Jeribe Tanouye  

Family 

Sunday, May 9 
Lay Reader 

Jennifer Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

Sunday, May 16 
Lay Reader 

Bob Smith 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

 The Messenger 

The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by  
the Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo.  

If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word  
format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal service. 
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A p r i l  
5 Lillian Tanouye 

16 Carolyn Lum-Bellem 

16 Marie Ikeda 

17 John Narruhn 

20 Peter Tadaki 

27 Mary Matayoshi 

27 Joy Ushijima 

M a y  

Quarterly Giving Statements 

Please review your first quarter statement for accuracy and contact  church 
treasurer, Eric Tanouye at 960-1433 or trustee chair Carolyn Lum-Bellem at 
987-5310 if there are any errors. 

 



Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  
The Gathering Place: Pickleball played Mondays, 12:00 pm, Thursdays, 8:30 

a.m. and Saturdays, 1:00 p.m. Building of Faith 

Bible Study: Tuesdays,  3:00 p.m. via Zoom 

One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online 

 

Other Congregations Returning Soon  

to Worship Here 

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bermenso Santiago and Rev. 

Bensis Henry:  online worship 12:00 to 1:00 in the Sanctuary 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


