
Pastoral Prayer 

April 25, 2021 

Gracious and Holy One, 

We are aware of the uneven circumstances of living in these days. In some places in the United States, 

people are at much higher risk of contracting COVID-19 than in others. In India, the virus is claiming lives 

so fast that crematoria can’t keep up. In Baghdad, a fire in a COVID-19 hospital unit has claimed at least 

82 lives. 

Oh, God, if you told us why these things happen, could we bear it? Oh, God, because these things do 

happen, we beg your mercy. 

We beg your mercy upon the sick, whatever may ail them. Guide the medical and financial and human 

aid that the sick need to their bedsides. By your own power, further their healing. 

We beg your mercy upon the grieving, O God, whatever the cause of death might be. Help mourners to 

breath through the loss, the shock, the anger, the sorrow. Where death comes from injustice, guide the 

instruments of accountability to truly make people answer for their actions. Where death comes from 

negligence, or where it might, guide the thinking of planners to anticipate and prevent death or injury. 

We pray also that you welcome those gone from this life into their new life, embracing them like a 

loving parent when their children come home. 

We continue to be aware of the racial disparities in the United States and in Hawai’i, differences that 

diminish human dignity and dismiss our common state as your children. We ask your guidance to do the 

whole work of ending racism, not the partial measures that leave some self-satisfied and others still with 

less status and resources in society. We ask your guidance, yes, and we seek your voice to summon us 

and to keep us on the proper way. 

Bless us and keep us who worship you together in this way, O God, to bear our sorrows, to recovery 

from our injuries and illnesses, to do our work well, to enjoy the wonders you have created, and to 

share your blessings with those around us. 

We ask these things in Jesus’ name, who taught us to pray, saying… 

Amen. 

 


