
Pastoral Prayer 

April 18, 2021 

O God of justice and God of mercy, 

In the days following Easter, it seems as if the world ought to change. Indeed, it seems as if the entire 

world ought to have changed after the first Easter, that frozen hearts would have melted and stony 

pride softened. The history of the last three weeks tells us that it is not so. The history of the two 

thousand years since Jesus’ resurrection tells us that it is not so. 

O God, we yearn that it might be so. 

Help us to set boundaries for our behavior, and the behavior we will set for others, with compassion for 

one another and a sense of our own worth. Help us to protect the vulnerable without torturing the 

oppressor, and may we never accept abuse without protest. Help us insist on accountability for 

misdeeds with a willingness to accept repentance and extend forgiveness. Help us to recognize and 

make amends for our own sins, to seek forgiveness not just with words but also with amended deeds. 

As we seek to discern the time as it relates to this pandemic, give us wisdom and vision that is beyond 

our knowledge and skill. May we understand all the needs, or at least more of the needs than we 

understand now, to better choose our course as individuals, families, church, community, nations, and 

world. May those with greater resources find the willingness to assist those whose resources have run 

out. May those who have lost access to employment, medical care, the comfort of family and friends, or 

a host of other needs, find a hand from you and from us to meet today’s challenges and find restoration 

tomorrow. 

Holy One, we ask your blessing upon the Sacred Heart project in Pahoa, that those who raise these new 

structures may work safely and well, that those who administer the project may be wise and discerning, 

that those who find a shelter they would not otherwise have had live in peace and harmony with their 

neighbors and with you. 

You are the one who cares for the bird of the air and the blossom of the field. You are the one who cares 

for all your human children. Let your blessings shine upon as the sun, and fall upon us as the rain, and 

carry us as the wind. 

We ask these things in Jesus’ name, who taught us to pray, saying… 

Amen. 

 


