
Pastoral Prayer 

February 21, 2021 

God of mercy and steadfast love, 

Lift up our souls. 

We enter this season of muffled Hallelujahs as a long season of stress and uncertainty and grief and risk 

continues. We enter this season of reflection having looked into ourselves for months – sometimes for 

lack of much else to do – and watching our inner resources decline. We enter this season of confession 

as we are tempted toward gatherings that would relieve our spirits but put our bodies’ health – and the 

health of other bodies – at risk. We enter this season as a tide at low ebb. 

So God, lift up our souls. 

Help us to comfort our loved ones and our neighbors, O God. As we cling to the assurance of your mercy 

and steadfast love, may we display that assurance to one another by showing our own mercy and 

steadfast love. Let the loved one and the stranger see that your people can care for one another, can 

love one another, in peace. Let the human race awake from its nightmare of conflict and selfishness and 

discover the glories of living as one human family. 

We pray for those suffering from the winter storms on the North American continent, particularly those 

whose electric grids collapsed for lack of safeguards, for those whose homes – like ours – are not 

insulated against the cold. We pray for people around the world who wait for a COVID-19 vaccine and 

will wait much longer because wealthier nations and persons will receive them first. We pray for those 

whose jobs bring them to higher exposure, and for those whose health makes them more vulnerable. 

We pray for the children who long to run together. We pray for the parents struggling to hold on. 

May your mercy and steadfast love be with us, O God. 

In Jesus’ name, who taught us to pray, saying… 

Amen. 

 


