
Pastoral Prayer 

February 7, 2021 

Gracious God, 

We scatter holidays through the course of our year, markers of history, markers of ideals, markers of our 

aspirations, markers of our faith. We have celebrated the birth of Christ on Christmas, the manifestation 

of your love on Earth on Epiphany, the quest for racial justice on Martin Luther King, Jr., Day. We have 

puzzled at the nature of time on Groundhog Day, and soon comes our celebration of romance on 

Valentine’s Day and remembrance of leadership on Presidents’ Day. 

And then, O God, Ash Wednesday appears on our calendars, and the beginning of Lent, and to be 

truthful we still feel as if last year’s Lent hasn’t quite ended. 

What we ask, O God, is your help to make our holidays – and our non-holidays – into holy days. Help us 

find your comfort, your grace, and your reassuring power in the times we set aside for you. Help us be 

renewed through the disciplines of prayer and rest and study and simply breathing. May your holiness 

imbue what we consider ordinariness. May we be holy, too. 

We pray still for those who are ill with COVID-19 or a host of other ailments: infections, injuries, cancers. 

We pray for those whose mental health is suffering and for those whose spirits are faltering. We pray for 

caregivers, professionally trained or those learning what they need to know as quickly as they can. We 

pray for those who grieve, because we cannot and do not bring healing to all ailments. We pray for 

those whose lives have ended, that they may live in you, as we are confident Dosia Carlson does this 

very day. 

Bring your grace to the other needs of human life: needs for food and shelter, needs for love and 

affection, needs for justice and respect, needs of the body, mind, and spirit. May we be fully alive as 

your creations in this created world. 

In Jesus’ name, who taught us to pray, saying… 

Amen. 

 


