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“AlohaSafe” Smartphone App
Warns of COVID-19 Exposure

T

he state Department of Health has
teamed up with software developers and
smartphone manufacturers to offer an
application that both
preserves users’ privacy
and notifies people if
they have been near
someone with a COVID19 diagnosis. The
AlohaSafe app is available now for IOS and
Google-based phones;
for more information or
to download visit alohasafealert.org.
The DOH began
“rollout” of the application in October, which is
when COVID-19 swept
through residents of
Lanai. Lanai Union
Church pastor the Rev.
Steve Jerbi told a videoconference of UCC
ministers that the app
had proven very useful
during that time. He
strongly encouraged

church members to
consider installing it.
Devices using AlohaSafe
use short-range Bluetooth signals to measure distance and time of
encounter with other
AlohaSafe users, storing
the information on the
phone anonymously. If
someone has tested
positive and is using the
app, they are given a
code by a DOH “contact
tracer” to enter. That
sends a signal to other
phones saying that this
phone has a positive diagnosis, and alerting
those with proximity
records that they have
been exposed without
identifying the person
with COVID-19.
The app is a free and
fairly simple way to be
alerted of possible exposure and reduce
spread of the coronavirus.

January
Upcoming Dates
6

11:00 a.m.
Online Song from
Church of the Holy

8

6:00 p.m.
Online Community
Sing

12

3:00 p.m.
Online Bible Study
Via Zoom

January
Board Meetings
10 Council Meeting

PLEDGES

If you haven’t done it
yet, please send in your
pledge cards for 2021.
“Beloved, let us love one
another, because love is
from God: everyone who
loves is born of God and
knows. God.”— 1 John
4:7

Altar Decoration Opportunity for 2021
The calendar for the altar decorations is nearly complete, however there are
two dates that are still available. The opportunity to decorate our altar is a
special one; you can use flowers from your garden, something you have
arranged yourself, or order a plant or flowers from a florist. Please contact Cindy Debus at 895-4011 if you are interested in gracing the altar with
flowers on either March 7th or March 14th, 2021.
Mahalo for your kokua and thank you to everyone who has already signed up.
The 2021 calendar will be sent soon.
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The Pastor’s Corner

“

And having been
warned in a dream not
to return to Herod, they left
for their own country by
another road.” - Matthew
2:12
On January 6th, we are well
into the season of “Have
you broken all your New
Year’s resolutions yet?”
jokes. The portrait of wellintended but lightly-made,
lightly-taken, and brieflyheld resolutions is a staple
of American culture. To be
truthful, the season of the
jokes may well outlast
some of the resolutions.
Personally, I hold off on
this sort of thing until
Lent. Lenten disciplines,
after all, are supposed to be
temporary.
The visiting magi, “wise
men from the East,” had
sought directions from
King Herod and the temple
officials in Jerusalem to
discover the location of the
newborn. Herod directed
them to Bethlehem with
the instructions to return
to him with the child’s address. I assume they promised to do so, but when
they had paid their visit to
Bethlehem they heeded
the warning of a dream
and went home by another
route.
We know nothing more of

these wise men or the
name of “their own
country.” We know they
dared frustrate a king.
We do not know whether their new choice of
route was longer, more
difficult, or more dangerous. We just know
that when confronted by
a risk of harm to the
Messiah they came to
honor, they chose another way. The destination
remained the same. The
route shifted.
Perhaps we might frame
our resolutions a bit
more like the magi. We
make them so that we
might live healthier,
more spiritually, more
generously, more wisely.
Not all of the methods
we choose will help us
to do so. Some simply
don’t work. Others lead
to the lurking dangers of
Herods. Those should be
discarded.
The destination, however, remains the same:
better health in body
and spirit, wiser and
more generous souls. If
one method fails, try another. At any time of the
year: take another road.
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:


Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study Online:
Tuesdays 3:00 pm
See the Weekly Chime
for connection
information via Zoom,
or call the office
for instructions
January 10
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11
January 17
1 Samuel 3:1-10
(11-20)
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc 
Twitter: @esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson
 facebook.com/holycrosshilo
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Happy Birthday Blessings
January

Fe b r u a r y

JANUARY
VOLUNTEERS

3

Ann Kanahele

4

Joanne Yamauchi

6

Kyle DuPonte

5

Susan Palea

8

Bill Chen

20

Robert Tanaka

8

Kyle Nakayama

24

Millie Daikawa

9

Takeru Hayashi

26 Esther Kodani

22

Michi Koizumi

22

Kevin Kawasaki

Chapel Decoration
Lillian Tanouye, Eric
Tanouye, Kyle Nakayama
Families

24

Jihey Roach

Sunday, January 17

27

Wayne Suzuki

28

Theodora Mukai

30

Barbara Iwami

30

Vernon Inouye

Sunday, January 10
Lay Reader
Nalyn Ang

Lay Reader
Gloria Kobayashi
Chapel Decoration
Joyce Nakamoto

Thank You
From Your Senior Ministry

The members of Senior Ministry wish to extend
our deep and unending gratitude to the many
congregation, friends and families that donated to
the recent Christmas Save-A-Tape promotion.
Your generosity assists in helping us provide
meals for the Salvation Army of the Big Island.

Quarterly Giving Statements

The fourth quarter Giving Statements were
mailed out the first week of January 2021.

Sunday, January 24
Lay Reader
Barbara Iwami
Chapel Decoration
Ethel Yoshimasu &
Teddy Mukai

Sunday January 31
Lay Reader
TBA
Chapel Decoration
Gloria Kobayashi

Please review your quarterly statement for
accuracy and contact church treasurer, Eric
Tanouye at 960-1433 or trustee chair Carolyn
Lum-Bellem at 987-5310 if there are any errors.

The Messenger
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word
format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
or via postal service.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 12:00 pm pickleball, Building of Faith
Bible Study: Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m. via Zoom
One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online

Other Congregations Returning Soon
to Worship Here
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:00 pm to 1:30

Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 3:30 to 6:30 in the Sanctuary

Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bermenso Santiago and Rev.
Bensis Henry: 1:30 to 3:30 in the Sanctuary
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith

