
Pastoral Prayer 

January 24, 2021 

Gracious God, 

Fishing for people is hard work. It’s hard work to settle our own hearts and minds to it, because we still 

like the familiar ways of doing things, the ones that suit our comfort or our convenience or our 

prejudices. We like to believe that my way is the right way and if we don’t go so far as to say “my way or 

the highway,” we really do believe that the highway is the right way for the wrong ways that aren’t my 

way. 

The problem is, we know in the depths of our souls, that my way, that our ways, are not your way. 

Thus when faced with a global pandemic, we embrace folly as much as wisdom. Thus when faced with 

inconvenient truths, we maintain our way of living rather more than we change it. Thus when faced with 

disagreement among our family or friends, we occupy the high ground of our self-righteousness and 

stay there, refusing to come down. 

Gracious God, tell us more about ourselves, that we might follow you in our hearts. 

Gracious God, tell us more about our siblings and our neighbors, that we might fish for people. May we 

wrap them in care, not in nets; may we summon them with compassion, not with hooks; may we 

welcome them as fellow fishers, not display them as trophies. We know that we remain learning, 

growing, and developing disciples. May our learning, growth, and development be apparent to those we 

seek to teach, and may they find inspiration in us. 

As we struggle in our discipleship and in our labor for you, we pray that your grace might also labor in 

the world. Let there be healing strength where it is needed; let there be loving wisdom where it is in 

short supply. Let there be the summons to peace where there is conflict; let there be food and shelter 

and clothing where poverty has ruled. 

Gracious God, love your world, we pray… 

In Jesus’ name, who taught us to pray, saying… 

Amen. 

 


