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God has brought down 
rulers from their 
thrones but has lifted 
up the humble. - Luke 
1:52 (NIV) 
 
Before the angel Gabri-
el, Mary has words. 
Strong words. Pro-
phetic words, because 
we do realize this was 
a prophecy. 
 
Reflecting on what God 
has done with the an-
nouncement of this 
child she will bear, 
Mary has a vision. 
 
But the road towards it 
will be perilous. 
 
The ruler on the 
throne sitting above 
her will soon perse-
cute her family. He will 
force them out of the 
country. In hot pursuit 
of Jesus, the king will 
round up all of the 
male children under 
two years old. And he 
will massacre these in-
nocent children. Ba-
bies. 
 

No doubt the Prophet 
Mary sees the king’s 
potential to do such a 
horrific thing, even 
when the angel visits 
her months before. 
 
Prophets see into the 
future and proclaim 
God’s will. 
 
Would that it doesn’t 
take millennia to real-
ize it. 
 
Prayer 
Our soul magnifies 
you, O God. May we 
heed the words of the 
prophets of yesterday, 
today and tomorrow. 
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Kaji Dous a is the Sen-

ior Pas-
tor of 
The Park 
Avenue 
Christian 
Church, 

a congregation of the 
Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
and the United Church 
of Christ, in New York 
City.  

 

The Senior Ministry con-
tinues to collect KTA  
holiday cash register re-
ceipts, however, since 
Senior Ministry is cur-
rently suspended we 
will be donating the 
tapes to the Salvation 
Army. You can drop off 
the tapes at the church 
office, mail it to 440 
West Lanikaula St., Hilo, 
HI, 96720 or give it to 
Eileen or Moira.  

     Thank you for your  
   thoughtful donations. 

 

The Prophet Mary 

Kaji Douša  
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C hristmas can be such 
a time of excess. 

That’s why the original 
“war on Christmas” was 
waged by New England 
Congregationalist Chris-
tians (yes, those who sent 
missionaries to Hawai’i) to 
discourage overeating, 
overdrinking, and overin-
dulging in excessive merri-
ment. Those Puritans 
weren’t the cardboard cut-
outs that fill our imagina-
tions, but they did like 
things orderly and they 
didn’t like excess. 
 
Puritanism sought to stifle 
centuries of exuberant cel-
ebrations, however, and so 
of course it failed. The 
birth of Jesus demands 
great joy. The advent of 
Christ demands recogni-
tion. The presence of God-
with-us demands celebra-
tion. 
 
In this year, however, it 
seems like those demands 
will go unanswered. Our 
great joy struggles to find 
expression. Our recogni-
tion of Christ struggles to 
find an outlet. The pres-
ence of God-with-us strug-
gles to find… some way to 
share it. 
 
For this year, then, perhaps 
we turn to that original 
stable in Bethlehem. Eve-
ryone is tired from the la-
bors of birth – mother, fa-

ther, baby, midwife, inn-
keeper family. The shep-
herds squat on their 
hillsides once more, 
muscles aching from the 
walk into town and 
back. The angels’ chorus 
is still. The magi have 
not yet seen a star, let 
alone worked out where 
to go to follow it. 
 
In that stable, God’s 
greatest blessing has 
been fulfilled and yet 
awaits, God’s widest 
mercy has arrived and is 
still sought, God’s deep-
est love has taken form 
but not been expressed 
in words. Joy is a gentle 
murmur in a manger, 
heard only, perhaps, by 
the exhausted parents 
and by God. 
 
The blessings are here 
and will come. The mer-
cy is here and will come. 
The love is here and is 
still yet to come. So also 
the celebration, the joy, 
the exuberance. Those, 
too, will come. 
 
Because the love and 
blessing and mercy are 
already here. 
 
Have a blessed Christ-
mas, one and all! 
 
With aloha, 
 
Pastor Eric 

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

 
 
Bible Study Online will 

return on Tuesday,  

January 5th 2021  

Tuesdays 3:00 pm 

 

 

Pastor Eric will be on  

vacation beginning 

December 25th and will 

return to his office on  

January 5th, 2021.  

 

 

 
 
 

 Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    
Twitter: @esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  

  facebook.com/holycrosshilo  
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VOLUNTEERS 

Sunday, December 27 

Lay Reader 

Bob Smith 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

Sunday, January 3 

Lay Reader 

Woody Kita 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

Sunday, January 10 

Lay Reader 

Nalyn Ang 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Lillian Tanouye, Eric 

Tanouye, Kyle Nakayama 

Families 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word 
format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com  

or via postal service. 

3 Marshall, Katy 

4 Kawazoe, Janine 

7 Yamada, Martha 

7 Yamaki, Eli 

11 Sumida, Cheryl 

13 Fukuda, Sachie 

17 Hayashi, Saeko 

18 Yokoyama, Jay 

21 Tadaki, Lynn 

25 Takemoto, Setsuko 

D e c e m b e r  
3 Kanahele, Ann 

6 DuPonte, Kyle 

8 Chen, Bill 

8 Nakayama, Kyle 

9 Hayashi, Takeru 

22 Koizumi, Michi 

22 Kawasaki, Kevin 

24 Roach, Jihey 

27 Suzuki, Wayne 

28 Mukai, Theodora 

30 Iwami, Barbara 

30 Inouye, Vernon 

J a n u a r y  

Altar Decoration Opportunity for 2021 

The calendar for the altar decorations is nearly complete, however there are 
two dates that are still available. The opportunity to decorate our altar is a  
special one; you can use flowers from your garden, something you have  
arranged yourself or order a plant or flowers from a florist. Please contact Cindy 
Debus at 895-4011 if you are  interested in gracing the altar with flowers on  
either March 7th or March 14th, 2021. 

Mahalo for your kokua and thank you to everyone who has already signed up. 
 

The 2021 calendar will be sent soon. 

Happy Birthday Blessings 



Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 12:00 pm pickleball,  Building of Faith 

Bible Study: Tuesdays,  3:00 p.m. via Zoom 

One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online 

 

Other Congregations Returning Soon  

to Worship Here 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:00 pm to 1:30  

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bermenso Santiago and Rev. 

Bensis Henry:  1:30 to 3:30 in the Sanctuary 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 3:30 to 6:30 in the Sanctuary 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


