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A Christmas Request

G

iving seems natural in the season of
Christmas. The notion
surrounds us like, well,
like paper snowflakes,
candy canes, and evergreen boughs in shop
windows. Can we even
conceive of a Christmas
without giving?
There is no reason
that we should. Our
Christmas traditions
emerged, however, from
very different settings.
Bishop Nicholas of Myra,
Christian leader in the
late third and early
fourth century, is remembered for leaving
gold coins for a needy
family. Why? Because
without those coins, the
daughters of the house
would have been sold
into slavery. Later, people came to call him a
saint.
That story grew in the
telling. Bishop Saint
Nicholas, who sought to
help people in harsh
conditions (and who
would later be imprisoned for being a Christian), became Saint
Nicholas/Santa Claus,
dwelling at the North
Pole and flying about the
world in a reindeerdrawn sleigh wearing
red and white furs – at
least until he reaches

Hawai’i, where he
trades the heavy coat
for board shorts.
Just as Santa
evolved, so did Christmas giving evolve,
from the Bishop’s desperate attempt to prevent a tragedy to this
annual exchange of
carefully-wrapped
presents. There is
something deeply
moving about the way
that our culture embraces generosity in
this way. It is one of
the features of the season that gives it greatness.
Let us not forget,
however, Saint Nicholas the original. He offered a gift in response to desperate
need. Such needs remain. Your gift to
Church of the Holy
Cross will not be
needed (we hope) to
prevent someone’s enslavement, but it will
help us work together
to build a more loving,
more generous, more
just Hilo, America, and
world.
May God bless you
in this season and all
seasons,
Eric Anderson

December
Upcoming Dates
9

11:00 a.m.
Online Song from
Church of the Holy
Cross

11

6:00 p.m.
Online Community

15

3:00 p.m.
On line Bible Study

December
Board Meetings
13 Board of Council

Important Date!
Watch for your voting
ballots in the mail.
Deadline to receive
completed ballots is
Sunday, December 13,
at 12 noon.
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The Pastor’s Corner

Y

ou have my permission to remove the
word “should” from your
vocabulary this Advent
and Christmas season.
Please do not interpret
this to mean that homework, projects, and other
obligations are suspended;
they’re not. All those
things still need to come in
on time or as best you can.
But you can definitely remove the word “should”
from any sentence that includes “feel,” as in “I/
They/We should feel
[some particular way that
someone should feel].” Really, you don’t need that
word this season.
Feelings aren’t precisely
controllable in the first
place. One can do things
that will reduce the impact
of strong feelings, or to set
them to one side for a
while, but none of that prevent us from having the
feelings in the first place. If
we could control them, we
would. Who wants to feel
sad? Who wants to feel
pain? Who wants to feel

overwhelmed?
This season brings a lot
of expectations about
how one is supposed to
feel (Ah! Should). It’s
the holidays! Be happy!
It’s Christmas! Be merry!
But we’re not always
going to feel that way. It
doesn’t happen in any
holiday season and it’s
certainly not going to
happen in this one.
Feelings will happen:
sadness, regret, fatigue,
sorrow, grief. Feelings
will happen: happiness,
enthusiasm, affection,
joy. If you need to set a
feeling aside for a moment, remember to
come back to it. Just
don’t worry about what
you should or shouldn’t
feel.
It will be a gentler holiday without “should.”

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:


Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study Online:
Tuesdays 3:00 pm
See the Weekly Chime
for connection
information via Zoom,
or call the office for
instructions

With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Thank you for your contributions to our Advent
devotional! The third week is bundled with this
Messenger. Please continue sending your contributions on Love. Send them to the office, and mahalo
nui loa for sharing your wisdom and inspiration with
us all.

December 13
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
Luke 1:46b-55
John 1:6-8, 19-28

December 20
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm
89:1-4, 19-26
Roman 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc 
Twitter: @esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson
 facebook.com/holycrosshilo
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3

Marshall, Katy

3

Kanahele, Ann

DECEMBER
VOLUNTEERS

4

Kawazoe, Janine

6

DuPonte, Kyle

Sunday, December 13

7

Yamada, Martha

8

Chen, Bill

7

Yamaki, Eli

8

Nakayama, Kyle

11 Sumida, Cheryl

9

Hayashi, Takeru

13 Fukuda, Sachie

19

Chu, Newton

17 Hayashi, Saeko

22

Koizumi, Michi

Sunday, December 20

18 Yokoyama, Jay

22

Kawasaki, Kevin

21 Tadaki, Lynn

24

Roach, Jihey

Lay Reader
Barbara Iwami

25 Takemoto, Setsuko

27

Suzuki, Wayne

28

Mukai, Theodora

30

Iwami, Barbara

Sunday, December 27

30

Inouye, Vernon

Lay Reader
Bob Smith

January

December

Lay Reader
Stefan Tanouye
Chapel Decoration
Jean Kita

Chapel Decoration
Cindy Debus

Chapel Decoration
Laura Ota

About Christmas Eve
Yes, we will observe the birth of Jesus in worship - and yes, it will be via the Internet, as community spread of COVID-19 seems likely to remain too high for
some time.
The plan is to hold a live streamed service at 7:00 pm on Christmas Eve. We
hope to include voices from around our congregation that have been prerecorded as well. We will, of course, sing Silent Night.
More to come!

The Messenger
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word
format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
or via postal service.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 12:00 pm pickleball, Building of Faith
Bible Study: Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m. via Zoom
One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online

Other Congregations Returning Soon
to Worship Here
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:00 pm to 1:30

Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 3:30 to 6:30 in the Sanctuary

Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bermenso Santiago and Rev.
Bensis Henry: 1:30 to 3:30 in the Sanctuary
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith

