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A Thanksgiving Message
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Blessings to you,
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How does one give thanks times, we have reason to
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The Pastor’s Corner

T

hanksgiving isn’t necessarily an easy holiday (see my Thanksgiving
letter on the first page of
The Messenger). Quite
aside from the strains of
this particular year, which
are many, an ordinary
Thanksgiving brings a lot
of heartbreak. Over the
years, tables will accumulate empty chairs. Even if
the physical chairs are not
empty, occupied by new
additions to the family, we
all know who is missing.
They moved away. They
ran away. They passed
away.
We know who is missing.
We also know who is
there. We know who tells
the offensive jokes. We
know who insults Auntie
every year by scoffing at
her cooking. We know who
voted for… well, that person we didn’t vote for.
We know who is there.

One of the wonders of
Thanksgiving is that we
are grateful that everyone is there, and we are
grateful for the lives of
those who are there no
longer.
Fortunately for all of us,
God is there. God is
there, not because it is
Thanksgiving, but because we are there. God
is there because God
committed to love us at
our creation. God is
there because God
walked the Earth in Jesus. God is there because the Holy Spirit
always sings through
creation.
Have a joyful Thanksgiving, friends, in the
present (if not physical)
love of family and the
ever-present love of
God.
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

_____________________________________________________________
Thank you for your contributions to our Advent devotional! The first week is bundled with this Messenger. Please continue sending your contributions on
Peace, Joy, and Love. Send them to the office, and mahalo nui loa for sharing your wisdom and inspiration
with us all.

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:


Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study Online:
Tuesdays 3:00 pm
See the Weekly Chime
for connection
information via Zoom,
or call the office for
instructions

November 29
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, &
17-19
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

December 6
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc 
Twitter: @esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson
 facebook.com/holycrosshilo

Every Member Canvass:
Sharing of Time and Skills

M

y name is Reilly
Narruhn from
Chuuk State (Federated
States of Micronesia). I
came to Hawaii in March
of 2003. During this same
year I was introduced to
Church of the Holy Cross
by my fellow Islanders attending the University of

Hawaii-Hilo. I am very
blessed to be part of the
Church especially being
part of a family of God.
Church of the Holy Cross
is a wonderful and great
place to worship. I serve
on the Board of Deacons
here at the Church and I
enjoy it. Serving on the

Board of Deacons is
fun at the same time
challenging. I have
learned valuable lessons while serving on
the board. I pray and
hope to continue
learning and serving
alongside the wonderful people here at the
church.

Leadership Elections Coming Soon
Ballots will be arriving in your mailboxes soon. If you would like to nominate
someone for a leadership position, please call the office by November 30. Mahalo!
Council Officers
Moderator
Vice Moderator
Secretary
Treasurer
Auditor
Historian
Past Moderator

Woody Kita
Stefan Tanouye
Gloria Kobayashi
Eric Tanouye
Peter Tadaki
Gail Wung
Robert Smith

Board of Deacons
Ann Kanahele
Christian Albano
Cindy Debus
Eric Tanouye
Janet Fujioka
Jennifer Tanouye
Reilly Narruhn
Suzanne Smith

Board of Christian Education
Amy Yamaki
Nalyn Ang
Faith Narruhn
Gail Wung
Joyce Nakamoto
Nite Robert

Board of Trustees
Carolyn Lum-Bellem
Herbert Watanabe
Mary Ann Katayama
Mildred Daikawa
Robert Smith
Stefan Tanouye
Wayne Suzuki

Board of Stewardship & Mission
Anne Sadayasu
Barbara Iwami
Beverly Dodo
Genie Phillips
Jennifer Tanouye
Robert Smith

Women’s Fellowship
Moira Tanaka

Beloved, Love in Action

“Do your little bit of
good where you are. It’s
those little bits of good
put together that overwhelm the world.” –
Archbishop Desmond
Tutu

L

ove is a verb. Not
simply a feeling or
thought. Grounded in
God’s love for us, we are
called to act, to love. 1
John 4:11 puts it this way,
“Beloved, since God loved
us so much, we also ought
to love one another.” We
take seemingly small actions to live out God’s
love. Here’s the beautiful
thing: together in community, we can change the
world.
In 2019, Magnolia United
Church of Christ in Seattle, WA, held its inaugural
Community in Action
Sunday. Determining that
‘church in action’ was a
key to their vitality, in-

stead of holding church
worship as on a typical
Sunday, they were love in
action. Participating in
five diverse service projects, the congregants restored habitat at a local
park, made blankets for
children, helped at their
local animal shelter, tended an elder garden at the
Native American cultural
center, and cleaned up
and cleared brush at a
homeless encampment.
While average worship
attendance runs about 50,
that Sunday, over 250
people took part.
After participating in
their service projects, the
congregants gathered.
The Reverend Marci Scott
-Weis, Magnolia UCC minister, commented on her
service: “It was messy,
chaotic, oozing in vitality
and a whole lot of fun to
be the church that morn-

ing.” She continued,
“one girl said to me,
‘That was so much fun,
can we do church every week like this?”
With such positive responses, Magnolia UCC
held its second annual
Community in 2020.
“It was such an amazing morning seeing
folks from our congregation and our community join together to
help our neighbors,”
Scott-Weis said. “It was
fun, crazy busy, church
at its best.”
How can you put your
love into action? Who
would want to join you
in that work? How can
you have fun doing it?
Love is a verb indeed.
Our church can be
God’s love through our
serving and giving. Can
you pledge to take part
and live God’s love?
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NOV & DEC
VOLUNTEERS
Sunday, November 29
Lay Reader
Woody Kita

November

December

Chapel Decoration
Ruth & Sachi Ohata

5

Yamauchi, Darlene

3

Marshall, Katy

9

Kimura, Tricia

4

Kawazoe, Janine

Sunday, December 6

16

Nakayama, Robin

7

Yamada, Martha

19

Lay Reader
Jennifer Tanouye

Kamimura, Hatsue

7

Yamaki, Eli

20

Kobayashi, Raymond

11 Sumida, Cheryl

20

Ota, Laura

13 Fukuda, Sachie

22

Shioshita, Evonne

17 Hayashi, Saeko

Sunday, December 13

24

Inouye, Gordon

18 Yokoyama, Jay

29

Tanouye, Lois Jean

21 Tadaki, Lynn

Lay Reader
Stefan Tanouye

30

Ushijima, Kendal

25 Takemoto, Setsuko

Chapel Decoration
Beverly Dodo

Chapel Decoration
Jean Kita

Sunday, December 20
Lay Reader
Barbara Iwami
Chapel Decoration
Cindy Debus

T

KTA Thanksgiving SAVE-A-TAPE

he Senior Ministry is collecting KTA Thanksgiving cash register receipts, however, as Senior Ministry is currently suspended we will donate
the tapes to the Salvation Army. You can drop off
the tapes at the church office, mail it in to 440 West
Lanikaula St., Hilo, HI, 96720 or give it to Moira
Tanaka. Thank you for supporting our community.

Sunday, December 27
Lay Reader
Bob Smith
Chapel Decoration
Laura Ota

The Messenger
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it via email in Word
format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
or via postal service.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 12:00 pm pickleball, Building of Faith
Bible Study: Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m. via Zoom
One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. online
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online

Other Congregations Returning Soon
to Worship Here
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:00 pm to 1:30

Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 3:30 to 6:30 in the Sanctuary

Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bermenso Santiago and Rev.
Bensis Henry: 1:30 to 3:30 in the Sanctuary
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith

