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By Vicki Kemper

F

or as the rain and
the snow come
down from heaven, and
do not return there until
they have watered the
earth … so shall my word
be that goes forth from
my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it
shall accomplish that
which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for
which I sent it. - Isaiah
55:10-11 (NRSV)
I don’t believe everything happens for a reason.
When someone dies, I
don’t believe it’s because
God needed another angel. When bad things
happen, I don’t believe
God is punishing us. I
don’t believe God dispenses suffering, much
less measures it out. I
don’t believe everything
will work out.
Most of us prefer certainty over mystery, and
the more uncertain
things are, the more likely we are to tell stories
to make sense of things.
Stories like: “Everything
happens for a reason.”
Stories like: “God doesn’t

give us more than we can
handle.” Stories about
doors closing and windows opening.
From whether democracy will survive our national sins, to when our
hearts and institutions
will reflect the reality
that Black lives matter;
from how to live with
hope as the climate
changes, to when we can
go back to school and
church and travel and
please God hugging – it’s
only natural to want clarity.
I believe there are some
things we can count on:
God’s goodness, for example. God’s constant
presence. God’s transforming love, and Spirit’s
power to heal and restore. That Love’s purpose will be fulfilled.
I believe God’s word is as
sure as the most fundamental cycles of life. I believe God’s word is truer
than any story we can
make up. That we can
count on it. We can build
our lives on it. We can rejoice in it.

October
Board Meetings
11 Council Meeting

Prayer
For the best story that
ever was, and is, and
that you are in it with
us, thank you.
ABOUT THE
AUTHOR
Vicki Kemper is the
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The Pastor’s Corner

T

here are so many
things I want to do.

I don’t do a lot of them.
I don’t spend time in the
sun without sunscreen.
I don’t drive like a car
chase in the movies.
I don’t throw garbage on
the street.
I don’t tell stories about
anyone without their permission.
I don’t do some of the
things I don’t do because
they’re not good for me.
As is probably obvious,
my skin won’t tolerate
strong sunlight for very
long, and the consequences are pretty painful. I
don’t do some of the
things I don’t do because
they’re not good for me
and they’re not good for
others. I might be a good
enough driver to imitate
Hollywood, but I’m more
likely to injure myself in
trying it. I might injure
others as I do.
I don’t do some of the
things I don’t do because

they’re bad for the public
at large, like the garbage
in the street. I don’t do
some of the things I don’t
do because they’ll harm
not just other people but
also our relationship
with one another.
It’s funny how the practices we’ve adopted to
limit the spread of
COVID-19 fall into these
same categories. If we
mask and keep our distance we protect ourselves from illness. At
the same time, we protect our loved ones and
our neighbors. And at
the same time, we tell
everyone around in unmistakable terms that
we care about their
health and safety.
Take care of yourself.
Take care of your neighbors. Take care of your
relationships, friends.
We have a long way to
go.
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:


Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study Online:
Tuesdays 3:00 pm
See the Weekly Chime
for connection
information via Zoom,
or call the office for
instructions

October 11
Exodus 32:1-14
Psalm 106-1-6, 19-23
Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14

October 18
Exodus 33:12-23
Psalm 99
I Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc 
Twitter: @esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson
 facebook.com/holycrosshilo

Page 3

Quarterly Giving
Statements
The third quarter Giving
Statements have been
mailed out the first week
in October 2020.

November

October
3

Osterwalder, Christine

5

Yamauchi, Darlene

6

Hayashi, Wataru

9

Kimura, Tricia

7

Niino-DuPonte, Ruth

16

Nakayama, Robin

8

Petrus, Burden

19

Kamimura, Hatsue

9

Sakumoto, Mark

20

Kobayashi, Raymond

10 Chen, Christopher

20

Ota, Laura

11 Okuda, Erin

22

Shioshita, Evonne

12 Enomoto, Michiko

24

Inouye, Gordon

12 Nakamoto, Jordan

29

Tanouye, Lois Jean

12 Tanouye, Eric

30

Ushijima, Kendal

14 Kita-Seckman, Jennifer
17 Ushijima, Andi
21 Nakamura, Chiyoko
21 Tanaka, Moira,
22 Albano, Theone
25 Mortemore, Avis
26 Miyashiro, Kimiyo
26 Uchima, Lester
29 Tanouye, Mark

Please take the time to
review your quarterly
statement for accuracy.
If there appears to be a
discrepancy or concern,
please contact church
treasurer, Eric Tanouye
at 960-1433 or trustee
co-chair Carolyn LumBellem at 987-5310.

All Saints Sunday, October 25

W

e will remember and honor those loved ones
who have passed from us to God in the last
year on the last Sunday in October. We will have to
hold this service virtually. We invite you to send
names of those you would like remembered to the
church office. If they have died during the past year,
we will read their names, ring the bell, and light a
candle. If they have died in previous years, we will
scroll their names across the screen and light further candles.
Please have a candle or candles ready at home to
light for yourselves and give thanks for the saints
you have known.

The Messenger
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it
via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
or via postal service.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 12:00 pm pickleball, Building of Faith
Bible Study: Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m. via Zoom
One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. on line
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. online

Other Congregations Returning Soon
to Worship Here
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:00 pm to 1:30

Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 3:30 to 6:30 in the Sanctuary

Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bermenso Santiago and Rev.
Bensis Henry: 1:30 to 3:30 in the Sanctuary
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith

