
Pastoral Prayer 

October 11, 2020 

God of grace, 

We are well aware that things are bad. We know that millions are sick around the world, that over a 

million have died. We know that while wisdom has guided some, others have encouraged folly. We 

know that once more the protection of a wealthy few has endangered and impoverished a not-at-all-

wealthy many. We know that this is not the world you desire. 

We pray aware as well of the blessings with which you shower this world – Hilo rain, Hawaiian sun, fresh 

water gushing down the mountainsides, lush greenery rising in its profusion, the scent of plumeria, the 

rainbow colors of anthuriums, the song of birds, the underwater grace of honu. Certainly your creation 

is worthy of praise, O God! May we find in it, may we find in your Scriptures, may we find in one 

another, may we find in your presence, the wellsprings of wisdom, the resources of resilience, the 

foundations of faith. 

The world’s needs need more than we can provide, so we pray your presence be strong with those who 

need you most: the sick, the poor, the grieving, the oppressed. We know as well that our minds, skills, 

and efforts can and should further your good work in the world. Empower us, inspire us, guide us, and 

sustain us as we do. 

We pray for the family and friends of Naoto Katada, laid to rest this past week. As you hold his soul 

closely, hold those who love and mourn him in holy compassion. We celebrate his life and the lives of so 

many who have made us who we are. We give you thanks for the gift of companionship in life. 

As for us, we will seek your aid in the world you have created, in the people with whom we live, and in 

your constant presence. We pray in Jesus’ name, who taught us to say…  

Amen. 


