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MOMENT OF CONCERN
By Board of Stewardship & Mission

I

n January of
2020, the Board
of Stewardship & Mission
voted to use J’s MiniMart
funds to participate in
the Child and Elder Sponsorship Program under
Global Ministries of the
United Church of Christ.
We signed up for a yearlong sponsorship of one
child ($35/mo), one elder ($35/mo) and support for the Day School
($25/mo) at the Family
Village Farm in Tamil Nadu, India.
The Family Village
Farm’s mission is to improve the conditions of
the young and the aged in
Vellore, India to lifesustaining ways. Orphaned children are provided food, clothing, shelter, medical care, love,
discipline and training.
In a home-like setting,
the children find their
identity, dignity and selfworth.
The community of
the Family Village Farm
(Pannai) in Vellore includes elders who have
no place to live and no
income. The elders are
part of “cottages” where
three generations are a
family unit – children,
parents (mostly women),
elders. They act as grandparents providing wisdom, guidance, and, most

importantly, a nurturing
figure in the lives of the
children. The elders receive meals, medical
care, shelter, and a small
stipend for their role in
the cottage. Their spiritual needs are met by regular prayer meeting and
worship time.
King’s Matriculation Day School on the
Family Farm campus was
started by Dr. Pauline
King, an American medical missionary in 1969.
Earlier while serving in
Vellore, she found an infant on the side of the
road. She took this child
in and several more as
Vellore is an area of extreme poverty. When the
government deemed that
she could not house so
many children, she came
up with the idea to set up
“cottages” to house these
orphans and to provide
for them. She found
sponsors, American
churches at first, then including Global Ministries,
to support her program.
The school (now K12) was started to provide these children, along
with others from 12
neighboring areas with
education and a hot daily
meal. This education
provides the opportunity
for a better future, but
many of the children

September
Upcoming Dates
2

11:00 a.m.
Online Song from
Church of the Holy
Cross

7

Labor Day
CHC Office closed

8

3:00 p.m.
Bible Study via Zoom

9

11:00 a.m.
On line Song from
Church of the Holy
Cross

11

6:00 p.m.
On line
Community Sing

September
Board Meetings
6

Trustees Meeting

13 Council Meeting

from the area are not
able to afford the tuition. Our sponsorship
helps keep the children in school. The
school now enrolls
800 students, 100 of
which are sponsored
by Global Ministries
funds.
We thank the
Church of the Holy
Cross family for helping us provide this
very vital mission
outreach!
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The Pastor’s Corner

I

am back home, and I
have seen the sun rise.

I frequently do. The years
have turned me into an
early riser, or perhaps an
earlier riser, and my window faces east. Readers of
The Weekly Chime or
viewers of What I’m
Thinking have become
accustomed, I suspect, to
the occasional sunrise
photo or time-lapse video
appearing.
I went on vacation amidst
the prospect of a local rise
in COVID-19 cases. I
return to find the increase
well under way. I overheard a conversation a
few days ago recommending that people “stay away
from Hilo.” It’s what we’ve
been saying for months
about Seattle or New York
or Florida or Honolulu.
Now it’s us.
To the ancient people of
Israel, night came with the
blessings of sleep but also
with countering hazards.
Hunting animals took
sheep in the night, and so
did ill-intentioned human
beings. Brigand bands and
hostile monarchs struck

at night. Walled cities
placed people on the battlements to watch for
raiders, straining their
eyes against the shadows.
That is the background
of Psalm 130’s longing
verses:
“I wait for the LORD, my
soul waits,
and in his word I hope;
my soul waits for the
Lord
more than those who
watch for the morning,
more than those who
watch for the morning.”
I do not know how long
this night of COVID-19
will last. I do not know
how many will fall ill. I
do not know how many
we will grieve. I do know
that we do and we will
long for the LORD; we do
and we will long for the
morning.
It will come, my friends. I
know because I have
come home and I have
seen the sun rise.
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:


Deep questions



Surprising wisdom



Unforgettable stories



Seeds of thought



Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study Online:
Tuesdays 3:00 pm
See the Weekly Chime
for connection
information via Zoom,
or call the office for
instructions

September 6
Exodus 12:1-14
Psalm 149
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

September 13
Exodus 14:19-31
Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21
Psalm 114
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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D
September

October

1

Masutomi, Reiko

3

Osterwalder, Christine

3

Tanita, Miyoko

6

Hayashi, Wataru

5

Tadaki, Gary

7

Niino-DuPonte, Ruth

9

Mishina, Faith

8

Petrus, Burden

12

Yoshiyama, James

9

Sakumoto, Mark

12

Debus, Cynthia

10 Chen, Christopher

13

Katayama, Mary Ann

11 Okuda, Erin

14

Okabe, Jolie

12 Enomoto, Michiko

18

Kusinski, Joy

12 Nakamoto, Jordan

19

Chin, John

12 Tanouye, Eric

21

Kondo, Jennie

14 Kita-Seckman, Jennifer

21

Matsui, Dorothy

17 Ushijima, Andi

21

Tanouye, Lolita

21 Nakamura, Chiyoko

22

Mathews, Travis

21 Tanaka, Moira,

24

Nakamura, Greg

22 Albano, Theone

25

Robert, Sabrino

25 Mortemore, Avis

28

Okada, Irene

26 Miyashiro, Kimiyo

29

Masutomi, Ben

26 Uchima, Lester

29

Lum, Christa

29 Tanouye, Mark

30

Miyake, Shirley

uring the month of
September, you
can donate up to $249 to
each non-profit organization participating in
Foodland's Give Aloha
campaign. All you need is
a Maika'i card and donations are payable in the
form of cash, check, or
credit card at the checkout counter. If you do not
have a Maika'i account,
you may establish one at
checkout. The donation
amount and name of the
organization will appear
on your receipt.
Foodland will then pass
on your gift to the organization, along with an additional donation.
The donation number for
Church of the Holy Cross
is

77840

Mahalo for your support!

The Messenger
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it
via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
or via postal service.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday on-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 1:00 pm pickleball, Building of Faith
Bible Study: Tuesdays, currently 3:00 p.m. via Zoom
One Song: Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. on line
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Other Congregations Returning Soon
to Worship Here
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:00 pm to 1:30

Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 3:30 to 6:30 in the Sanctuary

Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bermenso Santiago and Rev.
Bensis Henry: 1:30 to 3:30 in the Sanctuary
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building of Faith

