
Pastoral Prayer 

September 27, 2020 

Holy and Loving One, 

May we live in your realm on Earth. May we nurture and labor for and live in a society in which all 

people find love, support, and a full place. Help us turn from the greed that dominates our culture, the 

greed for wealth, the greed for power, the greed for a warped notion of order. May we turn to a vision 

of peace, compassion, and sharing. May we make Earth look more like heaven. 

We grieve for those who have left Earth and have come into your arms as their lives among us end. We 

ask that you bring your care to those who grieve for those who have died at Yukio Okutsu Veterans 

Home. They are the nearest and to some the dearest of the two hundred thousand we have lost in this 

nation and nearly a million around the world. Holy One, we pray your aid to slow this disease and to 

comfort those afflicted. We pray your aid for researchers and physicians, for those watching patients on 

respirators and those performing tests. We pray your aid for overloaded ward staffs and cleaning crews. 

We pray your aid for a suffering world. 

In the western United States, O God, the fires still burn. In the halls of power, the quest for power burns. 

We ask you to embrace the grieving family of Breonna Taylor, who know now that nobody will be held 

to account for their daughter’s death. We ask you to speed the healing of those injured in the protests 

that have followed, the police officers and the protesters. More, we ask that you bring healing to a 

nation still suffering from the long-lingering poison of racism. May we repent it. May we turn to a more 

blessed and righteous way. 

Amidst our own sorrows and cares, O God, we turn to you. You are the source of all that is good and 

loving and true. In the places where we are lonely and frightened, we seek your grace and your power. 

Come to us, O God, and hold us close, for we pray in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 


