
Pastoral Prayer 

September 20, 2020 

Merciful and Compassionate One, 

We come to you once more because of the distress of the world. The world has suffered 958,000 deaths 

in this pandemic, with nearly 200,000 of them in our own country. Our lives have been touched by the 

passing of friends and family at the Yukio Okutsu Veterans Home. Our neighbors wonder how they will 

afford rice and bread. We all wonder if we put our health at risk to go out for rice and bread. 

Holy One, be good to us and deliver us. 

In many places in the United States but most notably along the Pacific coast wildfires blaze, threatening 

homes, livelihoods, and lives. The smoke from those flames has traveled all the way across North 

America to dim the sun on the Atlantic coast. We pray your protection for those who fight the fires, 

support for them from government and citizens, and weather with rain or snow to slow and douse the 

blazes.  

We give thanks for the life of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and mourn her loss as a unique human soul and as a 

rock of justice in a fractious nation. May her memory be a blessing, and may her example be an 

inspiration. May we devote ourselves to justice for those who have been denied it. May we devote 

ourselves to compassion for those who have not received it. May we devote ourselves to achieving the 

vision of a blessed community. 

To our own sorrows and fears, our needs and concerns, our injuries and failings, bring your power of 

discernment, healing, and grace. May we have wisdom to select our path. May we have power to 

recover from our ills. May we have courage to endure the hardships. May we have resources that we 

can share with others in their need. 

You have not been fair with us, O God. You have been gracious beyond description. For this we give to 

you our thanks and our praise. 

Amen. 


