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Y ou care for the 
land and water it; 

you enrich it abundantly. 
The streams of God are 
filled with water 
to provide the people with 
grain, 
for so you have ordained 
it. - Psalm 65:9 (NIV) 
 
     With a deep sigh, I 
watched as he walked 
away, having left a beauti-
ful urn of what was de-
scribed as a hearty bush 
– “You really can't kill it, 
trust me” – and some re-
silient flowers in the per-
fect spot. “Just so long as 
you check it every day 
and give it water if the 
soil is dry. Especially in 
the hotter months.” 
     I sighed because I hate 
killing things. But plants, 
evidence of God’s won-
drous Creation, really 
should tremble in my 
presence. I appreciate 
them, but I cannot care 
for them reliably. What 
with work and meetings 
and other things, the 
problem of the plant is 
that, unlike, say, my dog, 
it will not bark to remind 
me to fill her bowl or 
stand at the door to 
prompt a walk. 
      Plants sit silently in 
their majesty requiring 
attention without de-

mand until, sometimes, it 
may seem too late. 
     Just last night I noticed 
that the bush in the urn, 
the one I couldn’t kill, 
looked forlorn. Only two 
days earlier I’d watered 
it, marveling at how well 
it thrived. Now, after a 
day with an unforgiving 
heat index, the leaves 
seemed … crispened. 
     It would be a mistake 
to assume that the plants 
in my care are God’s to 
water. I have a responsi-
bility. God has given me 
the “streams full of wa-
ter.” My job is to tap into 
the source for the sake of 
that which is depending 
on me. 
     There are people of 
faith in this world claim-
ing that God will take 
care of Creation without 
human participation. 
That the earth will be 
just fine, and our respon-
sibility is only to remem-
ber this. That our care of 
Creation requires no 
hose, no attention, just 
an incantation and a 
trust that God will do 
more than God promised. 
     That approach is not 
faith, it is hubris. God’s 
care was never meant to 
inspire carelessness in 
us. 
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Killers Like Me 

Kaji Douša  

Prayer 
Forgive us, O God, for 
our crisping of your 
planet. As our world 
turns, may we turn to-
wards more faithful 
care of all that you’ve 
entrusted to us. Amen.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Kaji Dous a is the Sen-
ior Pastor of The Park 

Avenue 
Christian 
Church, a 
congrega-
tion of the 
Christian 

Church (Disciples of 
Christ) and the United 
Church of Christ, in 
New York City.  



P a g e  2  

I spend a certain amount 
of my life waiting… 
Waiting… 
Waiting… 
…for coffee. 
 
I know perfectly well that 
I don’t need coffee to do 
things. As much as I some-
times marvel that I can ac-
complish making coffee 
before drinking coffee, I 
greet the world uncaffein-
ated most of the time. In 
fact, the coffee maker is 
burbling away as I write 
this reflection.  

You can blame the quality 
of the writing, if you like, 
on the fact I haven’t had 
any coffee yet. 

Despite the claims of its 
most ardent proponents, 
coffee is not the world’s 
greatest pick-me-up. That 
honor belongs to the 
things that really resonate 
in our souls: the sights, 
scents, and sounds of 
God’s heartbreakingly 
beautiful world, the real 
and symbolic embraces of 
human relationships, and 
above all the loving pres-
ence of God. 

Though we are always 
surrounded to some de-

gree by these restorers 
of the soul, there are 
many times we have to 
wait for one or more of 
them. You can’t revel in 
the sunrise at 3:00 am. 
You need to wait for the 
child to come home. You 
may carry burdens that, 
until shed, obscure the 
presence of God. 

Even in the waiting time, 
however, there are 
things you can accom-
plish. There are ways 
you can grow. Even if you 
seek great relief – as 
from a pandemic, per-
haps? – there are still 
small reliefs that can 
sustain you. A deep, 
cleansing breath. Cool 
water on the face. A si-
lent prayer. A sunrise. 

As I seek renewal during 
these next two weeks 
away, may you find nour-
ishment and comfort in 
the pick-me-ups availa-
ble to you. 

Who know? One of them 

might be… coffee. 

(It’s ready now.) 

With aloha, 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 

 Surprising wisdom 

 Unforgettable stories 

 Seeds of thought 

 Refreshment for the  

spirit 

 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study 

Online:  

Bible Study 

will resume on 

September 1, 2020 
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The Messenger 
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it 
via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com  

or via postal service. 
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S e p t e m b e r  

 

“Be Still” 

Be still 

And know 

That I 

Am God. 

Breathe. 

Pray. 

Hope. 

Sigh. 

Listen. 

Speak. 

Be still. 

Breathe. 

Amen. 



Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

 

Bible Study: Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m. via Zoom, resumes September 1, 2020 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 1:00 pm pickleball,  Building of Faith 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, 

resumes September 11, 2020 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here 

No gathered worship at present 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 11:30 to 1:30 in the Sanctuary (on 

line only) 

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bermenso Santiago and Rev. 

Bensis Henry:  1:30 to 3:30 in the Sanctuary 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 3:30 to 6:30 in the Sanctuary 

 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


