
The Messenger The Messenger   

CHURCH  OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS  

J u l y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 0  

“ 
Lord, you have been 
our dwelling place in 
all generations.” - 

Psalm 90:1 (NRSV) 
 
Where do you dwell? 
 
Is it within a habit you 
promised yourself you’d 
quit but continue to do 
when you’re in a lonely 
place? 
 
Is it in a relationship you 
know you should leave 
but continue to convince 
yourself you need? 
 
Is it at a job – or even at a 
church – that continues 
to demean who you are 
and the gifts you bring? 
 
Are you dwelling in 
something you’ve con-
vinced yourself is the 
best you can get because 
dysfunction is now your 
acceptable norm? 
 
Too often we dwell in un-
healthy habits, people, or 
places when we should 
really be dwelling in the 
promises of God. We 
evaluate situations and 
relationships by how 
long we can tolerate 
them instead of whether 
they align with where 
God would have us to be 
or what God would have 
us to do. 

What if we stopped call-
ing on God to save us as 
we dwell in the places 
we shouldn’t stay, and 
started calling on God to 
dwell with us when we 
are brave enough to go 
where only God can em-
power us to go? 
 
It’s time we stop de-
manding God show up 
in every situation and 
start asking if God 
would want us in that 
situation in the first 
place. 
 
Don’t be afraid of leav-
ing the dysfunction that 
may be your dwelling 
place. Be bold enough to 
leave. Have enough faith 
to disrupt what’s meant 
to be disrupted. God 
promised to be our 
dwelling place so we 
wouldn’t have to find 
home in the things that 
hurt. 
 
Prayer 
God, I’m ready to go 
where you’ll have me to 
go and to be who you’ll 
have me to be. I know 
you’ll dwell with me. 
Amen.  
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Upcomi ng  Da t e s  

22 11:00 a.m. 
Online Song from 
Church of the Holy 
Cross 

24 6:00 p.m. 
Online Community 
Sing 

28 3:00 p.m. 
Zoom Bible Study 

29 11:00 a.m. 
Online Song from 
Church of the Holy 
Cross 

Augu s t   
Boa rd  Mee t i n g s  

2 Trustees Meeting 

9 Council Meeting 

 
 

Public  
Relations 
and Out-
reach at 
the Unitar-

ian Universalist Asso-
ciation. Follow her 
work at marchae.com.  

https://www.ucc.org/r?u=VneWw1o9yDjNTzYL43-pRQjEZi5Lf92UvQWOQjb2fuY&e=9dd033d073e62b686712b2b771d6b1df&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dd_jul19_20&n=3
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D uring Jesus’ trial be-fore Pontius Pilate, 
he told the Roman gover-
nor that he had come to 
testify to the truth. Pilate 
famously asked, “What is 
truth?” If he waited for an 
answer, the Gospel writer 
didn’t mention it. Instead, 
John described Pilate 
leaving the room to speak 
to the crowd gathered 
outside, leaving the ques-
tion hanging over the 
heads of all the genera-
tions since. 

What is truth? 

It will not surprise you 
that the question has  
occupied the thinking of 
philosophers for genera-
tions. In the twenty-first 
century, however, we find 
ourselves confronted on 
an almost daily basis by a 
related by different ques-
tion: What is true?  

This has been a question 
to occupy the thinking not 
just of philosophers but of 
jurists, scientists, thera-
pists, legislators, and 
criminal investigators. It 
has dominated the think-
ing of tradespeople, 
craftspeople, cooks, and 
journalists. It has guided 
the actions of teachers, 
engineers, parents, um-
pires, and even pastors.  

It is a critical question. 

People have used a wide 

variety of very effective 
strategies to obscure, 
confuse, or contradict 
things that are true. The 
“Big Lie,” endlessly re-
peated, tends to per-
suade people who can-
not believe that someone 
would repeat something 
so unbelievable if it were 
not true. Gaslighting di-
rects contradictions or 
falsehoods at a certain 
person or group of peo-
ple, challenging their 
memories and their ex-
periences. False choices 
offer a limited set of op-
tions when there are far 
more available. Flag-
waving associates the 
positives of patriotism 
with the negatives of 
falsehoods. 

What is true? 

A proper response to a 
global pandemic will ask 
what is true over and 
over again. Fantasies, or 
worse falsehoods, will 
kill. A proper response to 
civil discontent must ask 
about the truth of the sit-
uation being protested – 
and the actions of those 
enforcing “order.” 

Ask, and keep asking:  

What is true? 

With aloha, 

 
Pastor Eric  

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study Online:  

Tuesdays 3:00 pm 

 
See the Weekly Chime 

for connection  
information via Zoom,  
or call the office for 

instructions 

 
July 26 

Genesis 29: 15-28 
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b  
Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33,  

44-52 
 
 

August 2 
Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 17:1-7, 15 

Romans 9:1-5 
Matthew 14:13-21 
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JULY 
VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Woody Kita, Carolyn  

Lum-Bellem, Anne  

Sadayasu, Stefan Tanouye, 

Jennifer Tanouye,   

Connie Yoshiyama 
 

Sunday, July 26 
Lay Reader 

Nalyn Ang 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Laura Ota 

 

Sunday, August 2 
Lay Reader 

Barbara Iwami 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Anne Sadayasu 

 

Sunday, August 9 
Lay Reader 

Stefan Tanouye 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Barbara Iwami, Dr. Bill and 

Nancy Chen 

 

Sunday, August 16 
Lay Reader 

Ming Peng 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Herb Watanabe 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it 
via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com  

or via postal service. 

Happy Birthday Blessings 

лм Ikeda, Gavin 

лм Yoshiyama, Connie 

лн Tanouye, Stefan 

лс Roach, Jonathan C. 

10 Hoota, Shelby 

10 Nada, David 

18 Torigoe, Edgar 

19 Dodo, Beverly 

22 Smith. G. Robert 

27 Kurohara, Randall 

27 Shiraishi, Eileen 

27 Shiroma, Amy 

28 Sadayasu, Anne 

29 Okabe, Merle 

29 Watanabe, Herbert 

A u g u s t   
1 Miyahira, Michael 

1 Sagawa, Ryan 

7 Albertson, Doug 

9 Kawazoe, Jane 

10 Saito, Amy 

11 Yoshimasu, Ethel 

13 Okabe, Wilfred 

17 Murai, Jacqueline 

19 Jack, Grillena 

21 Miyazono, Florence 

23 Anderson, Eric 

25 Mishina, Reynold 

27 Ranario, Mila Joy 

28 Phillips, Genie 

29 Inouye, Mieke 

30 Fujioka, Janet 

30 Kobayashi, Gloria 
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Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

 

Bible Study: Tuesday, 3:00 p.m. via Zoom 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 1:00 pm pickleball , Building of Faith 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 11:30 to 1:30 in the Sanctuary 

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bermenso Santiago and Rev. 

Bensis Henry:  1:30 to 3:30 in the Sanctuary 

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 3:30 to 6:30 in the Sanctuary 

 

Church of the Holy CrossðUCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


