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Reflections on Ongoing Pandemic
David K. Popham, Conference Minister

I

n mid-March we
were asked to shelter in place in order
to flatten the curve of
COVID-19 spread. Here
we are in early July discovering that COVID-19
is active in Hawai'i and is
not just a threat from offisland visitors. We are
frustrated that for all our
staying home and following precautions we see
new high numbers for
COVID spread. We are
upset as we had hoped to
be back to some sense of
normalcy by this time.
We miss our daily routine and the presence of
family and friends as well
as coworkers. We
thought returning to inperson worship would be
somewhat simple, but
this, too, is thwarted by
risks and concerns and
budget issues. We hoped
that we staved off the
worst prediction for the
virus and yet, we find our
nation hurtling as fast as
possible to fulfill those
predictions.
COVID-19 is a formidable adversary. It survives in warm weather
and shows up wherever
crowds gather, even attending funerals and
church services. For an
entity which does not
have a conscience in the

sense that it thinks only
in terms of replicating
itself, but not in terms of
how it travels or who is
infected, it has stolen a
lot from us. First, it stole
our sanctuaries and facilities, then it stole our
songs, and now it is
stealing our short-term
foreseeable future.
What an upper hand
COVID-19 seems to
have.
Our situation today
puts me in mind of
Psalm 46. This psalm
wrestles with the vagaries of history and of
death and decay and
even the ravages of war
upon Jerusalem. The
psalm itself, however, is
not about an impregnable city providing security against the odds.
Rather, the psalm is
about God's dwelling
with humans in the
midst of the chaos of
their lives and extending
the invitation to "Be still
and know that I am
God." It is my prayer
that as we all wrestle
with the consequences
of COVID-19 that you
and I can find the faith
to be still and discover
the presence of God
who is with us in the
midst of this time of
frustration.

July
Upcoming Dates
15

11:00 a.m.
Online Song from
Church of the Holy
Cross

21

3:00 p.m.
Zoom Bible Study

22

11:00 a.m.
Online Song from
Church of the Holy
Cross

July
Board Meetings
19 Deacons Meeting

Be still, and
know that I am
God!
I am exalted
among the
nations, I am
exalted in the
earth
—Psalm 46:10

NRSV
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The Pastor’s Corner

T

his week I did
something I’ve
been thinking
about for a long time.
Some of you will be surprised to hear I hadn’t
done it long ago. It didn’t,
in the end, take very long.
I tried it once before, but I
ran into problems that
meant I had to give it up.
This week, I got it done.
I put digital nametags on
my photos of Hawaiian
birds.
The benefits of this are, I
admit, limited. I am not a
wildlife photographer
who spends hours in the
woods equipped with a
long and heavy lens that
can bring a tiny songbird
into focus. My photos will
have no market, make no
impression on anyone except the few who see one
online or who might ask
me for a print. In a couple
of cases, I’ve had to guess
at the identity of a bird
that is too small to name
with certainty. Then there
are the untagged photos
of dense foliage. I thought
there was a bird there
when I took the picture,
but I’ve never been able to

find it since!
I’m living my life these
days acutely aware of the
things I cannot or should
not do. Many of those
activities bring me rest
or satisfaction. Many of
them comfort my spirit. I
feel the lack of them.
Putting digital nametags
on birds summoned the
memory of some of
those activities: spending time in the woods,
photographing Hawaiian
birds, imagining stories
for them. It reminded me
of those times that refreshed me. With the
memory came a portion
of that same renewal.
In this season of “can’t
do,” what can you do to
nourish your spirit?
What memories will revive you? What prayers
will renew you? What
can you breathe in to refresh you?
Find it and do it, be it only the memories of birds.
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:






Deep questions
Surprising wisdom
Unforgettable stories
Seeds of thought
Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study Online:
Tuesdays 3:00 pm
See the Weekly Chime
for connection
information via Zoom,
or call the office for
instructions

July 19
Genesis 28:10-19a
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30,
36-43

July 26
Genesis 29: 15-28
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33,
44-52

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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Happy Birthday Blessings

JULY
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

Woody Kita, Carolyn
Lum-Bellem, Anne
Sadayasu, Stefan Tanouye,
Jennifer Tanouye,
Connie Yoshiyama

Sunday, July 19
Lay Reader
Gloria Kobayashi

July

August

1

Miyahira, Michael

01

Ikeda, Gavin

1

Sagawa, Ryan

01

Yoshiyama, Connie

7

Albertson, Doug

02

Tanouye, Stefan

9

Kawazoe, Jane

06

Roach, Jonathan C.

10

Saito, Amy

10 Hoota, Shelby

11

Yoshimasu, Ethel

10 Nada, David

13

Okabe, Wilfred

18 Torigoe, Edgar

17

Murai, Jacqueline

19 Dodo, Beverly

19

Jack, Grillena

22 Smith. G. Robert

21

Miyazono, Florence

27 Kurohara, Randall

23

Anderson, Eric

27 Shiraishi, Eileen

25

Mishina, Reynold

27 Shiroma, Amy

27

Ranario, Mila Joy

28 Sadayasu, Anne

28

Phillips, Genie

29 Okabe, Merle

29

Inouye, Mieke

29 Watanabe, Herbert

30

Fujioka, Janet

30

Kobayashi, Gloria

Chapel Decoration
Jean & Woody Kita

Sunday, July 26
Lay Reader
Nalyn Ang
Chapel Decoration
Laura Ota

Sunday, August 2
Lay Reader
Barbara Iwami
Chapel Decoration
Anne Sadayasu

The Messenger
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it
via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
or via postal service.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Tuesday, 3:00 p.m. via Zoom
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 1:00 pm pickleball , Building of Faith
Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Other Congregations Worshiping Here
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 11:30 to 1:30 in the Sanctuary
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 1:30 to 3:30 in
the Sanctuary
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 3:30 to 6:30 in the Sanctuary
Islamic Center of Hawaii- Dr. Shawon Rahman: Fridays: 12 noon to 2:00 in
the Meeting Room

