
The Messenger  The Messenger    

C H U R C H  O F  T H E  H O L Y  C R O S S  

J u l y  1 ,  2 0 2 0  

     We are finding our-
selves a bit worn out, for 
while we are done with 
COVID-19, the novel 
coronavirus is not done 
with us. COVID spread is 
ongoing and continues to 
develop in real-time, 
meaning our governor 
and county mayors con-
tinue to adjust and 
change ordinances ac-
cordingly. In turn, pas-
tors and church leaders 
continue to review their 
congregations' COVID-19 
re-opening plans and re-
vise them as necessary to 
remain within the guide-
lines of these govern-
ment entities. 
     This time is proving a 
challenge for many of us. 
We miss each other and 
long to gather together 
again, even while observ-
ing common sense physi-
cal distancing practices. 
It has been tremendously 
heartening to watch as 
our congregations have 
graciously adjusted to 
changes in platforms for 
worship and fellowship, 
working to keep the com-
munity gathered while 
physically distant. 
     The Conference office 
published its recommen-
dation and suggestions 
for a phased approach to 
reopening church facili-
ties and in-person wor-
ship a number of weeks 
ago. The document, 

"Recommendations for 
Reopening Church Facil-
ities," can be found on 
the Health and Safety 
Page of the conference 
website. The goal of this 
document is not con-
formity, that every con-
gregation is doing all the 
suggested steps in the 
suggested order at the 
same time. As a result of 
the differing patterns of 
spread across the indi-
vidual islands, conform-
ity would prove a hin-
drance to facilities that 
can open and to those 
facilities which need to 
remain closed. 
     Rather the goal of the 
document is uniformity 
across our congrega-
tions. That is, that each 
of our congregations is 
engaged in the follow-
ing:  
 1. Prepare a COVID-19 
reopening plan which 
includes under what cir-
cumstances and time-
line your facilities can 
reopen. 
2. Be in touch about 
county ordinances with 
your county mayor's of-
fice—ask questions and 
walk through your plan 
with them. 
3. Once your hygiene 
benchmarks and physi-
cal distancing practices 
can be sustained and 
you are within County 
guidelines then you are 
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prepared to reopen. 
4. Continue your online 
presence as some folks 
will choose to remain 
home. 
5. Be flexible, for what is 
open today may be 
closed tomorrow by a 
new county ordinance. 
     There is nothing we 
can do to make our fa-
cilities "COVID FREE" 
environments. The best 
we can do is to measure 
how high or low the risk 
is to gather, how we can 
continue to minimize 
the risk of spread, and 
what we will do should 
spread occur in our 
church. There are sever-
al helpful documents 
about preschools, 
renters, and other mat-
ters on the Health and 
Safety Page along with 
the Recommendations 
for Reopening Church 
Facilities. 

By What Day Can We Reopen? 

By David K. Popham, Conference Minister   

https://hcucc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d09d80abc8cc6a2ef04d9acf4&id=f9cecd0bf4&e=0065f0d079
https://hcucc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d09d80abc8cc6a2ef04d9acf4&id=f9cecd0bf4&e=0065f0d079
https://hcucc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d09d80abc8cc6a2ef04d9acf4&id=7641ea9531&e=0065f0d079
https://hcucc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d09d80abc8cc6a2ef04d9acf4&id=7641ea9531&e=0065f0d079
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I  don’t know that I’ve 
been this nervous con-

templating a worship ser-
vice for some years. 

I said it pretty clearly last 
Sunday during the 
streaming service: I love 
you all very much. I very 
much want to see you. I 
very much do not want to 
see you getting sick, being 
hospitalized, or dying. 

We believe that infection 
levels are low enough on 
Hawai’i Island that the 
risk of COVID-19 infection 
is acceptable. That’s what 
we believe… We pray that 
we are right. 

We have taken steps to re-
duce the risks of infection 
further by making space 
between people worship-
ing, developing a cleaning 
plan, directing everyone 
to wash or sanitize their 
hands as they enter, and 
requiring masks. A lot of 
these steps will detract 
from our experience of 
worship. I know it. We all 
know it. Our hearts will 
ache a little – at least mine 
will. 

Our challenge, once again, 
is to find the Spirit when 
we cannot safely share 
our breath. We faced it 

when moving to an 
online experience; we 
face it anew with a wor-
ship time that simply 
cannot resemble what 
we’ve had before. Our 
challenge is to feel the 
love around us as we 
carefully keep our dis-
tance. Our challenge is to 
love one another enough 
to refrain from the em-
braces we yearn to give. 

Our challenge, as always, 
is to open our hearts to 
the movement of God’s 
Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit does not move ac-
cording to our experi-
ence or expectations; the 
Holy Spirit moves as it 
will. As nervous as I am, I 
am certain of this: wher-
ever we are on Sunday, 
whether at home or in 
the sanctuary of Church 
of the Holy Cross, the 
Holy Spirit will be with 
us. The Spirit has always 
been with us, is with us 
now, and will be with us 
always. 

May we rejoice in it. 

With aloha, 

 

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study Online:  

Tuesdays 3:00 pm 

 
See the Weekly Chime 

for connection  
information via Zoom,  

or call the office for 
instructions 

 
July 5 

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 
58-76 

Psalm 45:10-17  
Romans 7:15-25a 

Matthew 11:16-19,  
25-30 

 
 

July 12 
Genesis 25:19-34 

Psalm 119:105-112  
Romans 8:12-25 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
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JULY 
VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

Woody Kita, Carolyn  

Lum-Bellem, Anne  

Sadayasu, Stefan Tanouye, 

Jennifer Tanouye,   

Connie Yoshiyama 
 

Sunday, July 5 
Lay Reader 

Eric Tanouye 

 

 

 

Sunday, July 12 
Lay Reader 

Eric Tanouye 

 

 

Sunday, July 19 
Lay Reader 

Gloria Kobayashi 

 

 

Sunday, July 26 
Lay Reader 

Nalyn Ang 

 

 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it 
via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com  

or via postal service. 

Happy Birthday Blessings 

02 Ushijima, Malia 

04 Yamaki, Amy 

04 Ohata, Ruth 

11 Ushijima, Else 

11 Maeda, Scott 

11 Tanouye, Christopher 

11 Ohata, Sachie 

14 Morioka, Carol 

15 Kita, Elwood 

16 Takemoto, Fawn 

16 Takemoto-Leahigh, 
Fern 

21 Martin, Liane 

22 Inouye, Lorraine 

30 Nakamoto, Timothy 

J u n e  
1 Miyahira, Michael 

1 Sagawa, Ryan 

7 Albertson, Doug 

9 Kawazoe, Jane 

10 Saito, Amy 

11 Yoshimasu, Ethel 

13 Okabe, Wilfred 

17 Murai, Jacqueline 

19 Jack, Grillena 

21 Miyazono, Florence 

23 Anderson, Eric 

25 Mishina, Reynold 

27 Ranario, Mila Joy 

28 Phillips, Genie 

29 Inouye, Mieke 

30 Fujioka, Janet 

30 Kobayashi, Gloria 

J u l y  



Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Returning soon 

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm 

Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in 

Pastor’s study 

Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the 

lounge 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

Other Congregations Returning  Soon to Worship Here 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o:  

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: The United Church of Christ, 

Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry:  

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman,  

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


