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May
Upcoming Dates

The Same Boat

22

Friday: 6:00 p.m.
Online Community
Sing

24

Sunday: 10:00 a.m.
Online Worship

25

Memorial Holiday
CHC office closed

26

Tuesday: 3:00 p.m.
Online Bible Study

27

Wednesday: 11:00
a.m.
Online Song from
Church of the Holy

Vince Amlin

T

he soldiers’ plan
was to kill the
prisoners … but the centurion ordered those
who could swim to jump
overboard first and
make for the land, and
the rest to follow, some
on planks and others on
pieces of the ship. And so
it was that all were
brought safely to land. Acts 27:42-44, excerpted (NRSV)
Some say we’re all in
the same boat during
this pandemic. But as
this story from Acts
shows, even people in
the same boat aren’t in
the same boat.

When I hear my friends
Kaji and Donna describe
ministry in New York
City, where, as I write,
almost 1 in 400 people
has died, I know we’re
not in the same boat.
When I see that black
citizens of Chicago are
dying at 6-times the rate
of whites, I know.
We are not even in the
same storm.
Paul himself offers a different model of solidarity. “Rejoice with those
who rejoice, weep with
those who weep.”

Some can swim; some
can’t. Some have decision-making power;
some don’t. Some have
just been saved from
death; others are still
heading to their executions. Not the same
boat.

Rather than claiming
we’re in the same boat,
the gospel tells me to
find out about my neighbor’s boat. Seek to understand their experience of this storm. And
listen when they tell me
what I can never understand.

When I pray with members of my congregations who still have to
leave their homes every
day to do work that is
unsafe, I know we’re not
in the same boat.

It prompts me to ask
how we ended up in
such different boats.
And do something about
it. And not stop until
everyone is brought
safely to land.

May
Board Meetings
Please contact your
Board chairperson
for more info
24 Deacons:
11:45 a.m. via Zoom
31 Stewardship & Mission

Prayer
Bring us all safely to
land.
ABOUT THE
AUTHOR
Vince Amlin
is co-pastor
of Bethany
UCC, Chicago, and coplanter of Gilead
Church Chicago, forming now.
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The Pastor’s Corner

T

his coming weekend
should have brought
families together with
friends, loved ones, and
supporters to celebrate
the graduation of our senior classes of Hilo and
Waiakea High Schools. Instead of the grand gathering, celebrating families
will attend a ceremony
streamed over the Internet and graduates will
reach for their diplomas
through the windows of
their cars.
It’s a disappointing
thing to reach a milestone
and find that the world
cannot honor it as it
would.
To our graduates, regardless of whether they
are members of our
church family or not, I say
this:
You have come into
adulthood in a difficult
time. The structures that
shaped you and the practices you adopted have
brought you to this point,
but now some of these
structures do not serve us
well. Some of these practices now come with risks
to you and to others that
we dare not accept as responsible adults.
Adulthood can bring
many disappointments.

The world beyond
high school is not the
one you expected. It is
not the one that anyone
intended to create for
you, either. If you are
continuing your education, I expect you know
by now that nobody is
certain how that will
work in the fall. If you
are seeking employment,
you know very well what
a struggle that is.
Adulthood can be uncertain.
Amidst the disappointment and the uncertainty, however, I celebrate you. I celebrate
the gifts you bring into
the world. I celebrate the
restless energy of your
next years. I celebrate
the compassion and generosity and courage you
have shown in your
youth. I celebrate the
world you will struggle
to create – better, we
pray, than the world you
have found.
I celebrate you. I hope
for your success. I pray
for your joy.
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:






Deep questions
Surprising wisdom
Unforgettable stories
Seeds of thought
Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study Online:
Tuesdays 3:00 pm
See the Weekly Chime
for connection
information via Zoom,
or call the office for
instructions

May 24
Acts 1:6-14
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11
John 17:1-11

May 31
Numbers 11:24-30
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 20:19-23

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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Happy Birthday Blessings

Strengthen the
Church Offering
May 31, 2020

S

May goodness and mercy accompany you
today and all the days of your beautiful life.
Happy birthday!
May

June

5

Tanouye, Lillian

02

Ushijima, Malia

16

Lum-Bellem, Carolyn

04

Yamaki, Amy

16

Ikeda, Marie

04

Ohata, Ruth

17

Narruhn, John

11

Ushijima, Else

26

Enomoto, Yasuo

11 Maeda, Scott

27

Matayoshi, Mary

11 Tanouye, Christopher

27

Ushijima, Joy

11 Ohata, Sachie

trengthen the
Church, one of the
four special mission offerings of the UCC, supports the expansion of
ministry and growth of
UCC local congregations.
Money received from
this offering is split
evenly between the Hawai'i Conference and
UCC national ministries,
and largely supports
youth ministries and invests in new ministries
and practices that meet
the emerging needs of
local congregations. The
suggested date to receive this year's offering
is May 31, Pentecost
Sunday, but churches
may receive this offering
on any Sunday.
Read more about two
ministries made possible
through Strengthen the
Church grants.

14 Morioka, Carol
15 Kita, Elwood
16 Takemoto, Fern
16 Takemoto-Leahigh,
Fern
21 Martin, Liane
22 Inouye, Lorraine
30 Nakamoto, Timothy

The Messenger
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send it
via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
or via postal service.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday On-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Returning soon
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm
Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in
Pastor’s study
Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the
lounge
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room
Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:00 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Other Congregations Returning Soon to Worship Here
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room.
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30
pm in the Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building
of Faith Meeting Room.

