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May
Upcoming Dates
3

Sunday:
Online Worship
11:00 a.m.

5

Tuesday:
Online Bible Study
3:00 p.m.

6

Wednesday:
Song from Church of
the Holy Cross
11:00 a.m.

Strengthen the Church Offering
May 31, 2020

P

lease join us in
common mission,
vision, and purpose by
contributing to the
Strengthen the Church
offering on May 31,
2020!
The Strengthen the
Church (STC) Offering
reflects the shared commitment of all settings
of the United Church of
Christ to cooperatively
build up the UCC. Conferences and the national setting equally share
the gifts given by members and friends
through their local congregations. The funds
raised support leadership development, new
churches, youth ministry, and innovation in
existing congregations.
This offering embodies
the wisdom, “together
we grow stronger.”

Thank you for your past
support of STC. This offering provides the
financial resources for
the United Church of
Christ to be a Spiritinspired and worldchanging Christian
movement. STC funds
ministry that allows us
to benefit from best
practices, insights, and
innovations across the
life of the UCC. Because
of your support, new
church starts have
emerged, congregations
have been revitalized,
and leadership skills
have been enhanced.
Please use the enclosed
envelope to support this
mission, vision and
purpose.
Thank you,
Board of Stewardship
and Mission

May
Board Meetings
Please contact your
Board chairperson
for more info
3

Trustees Meeting

10 Council Meeting

Online Worship
Extended Through
May 2020

A

ssessing the current health concerns, the Board of
Deacons last week decided not to return to
in-person worship until June. We will continue to worship online
only. The Board will
continue to review
conditions in the coming weeks.
Thank you for your
patience.
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The Pastor’s Corner

A

s you read on the
front page of this
Messenger, we will not resume gathering for worship until June at the earliest. Our Board of Deacons reached this conclusion about twenty-four
hours before Governor Ige
announced the extension
of the state stay-at-home
directive. I am a little
proud that we were able
to make this decision
before the government
could announce theirs.
That pride mixed into a
great well of sadness. I
miss worshiping with all
of you. I am also determined to limit the spread
of this illness. I’m sad that
this is one of the ways we
have to do it.
This week, the news
brought a little brightness
to my pandemic blues.
The governor announced
that florist shops will be
among the first “nonessential” businesses that
can re-open. We will begin
the journey to a new
normal to the sight and
scent of flowers.
One of my practices
throughout this separation time has been to take
a photograph of a flower
and share it on social media. Some of those pic-

tures have appeared in
the Weekly Chime as well.
They have been “an
orchid/hibiscus/
anthurium for your spirit.” Recently I started
adding the day of the
week, since so many of
us are having trouble
figuring out what day it
is.
It’s a little thing. For
some, it seems to come
each day as refreshment.
Is your refreshment a
flower? A scent? Something you feel with your
fingertips? Is it a melody
or a bird call? Is it silence? Is it prayer?
Refresh yourself, my
friends, with a flower or
a song or a deep, deep
breath.

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:






Deep questions
Surprising wisdom
Unforgettable stories
Seeds of thought
Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study Online:
Tuesdays 3:00 pm
See the Weekly Chime
for connection
information via Zoom,
or call the office for
instructions

God is with us.
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

May 3
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

May 10
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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Happy Birthday Blessings

May

June

5

Tanouye, Lillian

02

Ushijima, Malia

16

Lum-Bellem, Carolyn

04

Yamaki, Amy

16

Ikeda, Marie

04

Ohata, Ruth

17

Narruhn, John

11

Ushijima, Else

26

Enomoto, Yasuo

11 Maeda, Scott

27

Matayoshi, Mary

11 Tanouye, Christopher

27

Ushijima, Joy

11 Ohata, Sachie
14 Morioka, Carol
15 Kita, Elwood
16 Takemoto, Fern
16 Takemoto-Leahigh,
Fern
21 Martin, Liane

Pandemic

What if you thought of it
as the Jews consider the
Sabbath—
the most sacred of times?
Cease from travel.
Cease from buying
and selling.
Give up, just for now,
on trying to make the world
different than it is.
Sing. Pray. Touch only those
to whom you commit your
life.
Center down.
And when your body
has become still,
reach out with your heart.
Know that we are
connected
in ways that are terrifying
and beautiful.
(You could hardly deny it
now.)
Know that our lives
are in one another’s hands.
(Surely, that has come clear.)
Do not reach out your hands.
Reach out your heart.
Reach out your words.
Reach out all the tendrils
of compassion that move,
invisibly,
where we cannot touch.
Promise this world your love
– for better or for worse,
in sickness and in health,
so long as we all shall live.

22 Inouye, Lorraine
30 Nakamoto, Timothy

Reprinted with permission by
author Lynn Ungar 3/11/20.
You can read more of Lynn's
poetry, and purchase her book,
Bread and Other Miracles, at
lynnungar.com.

The Messenger
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
or via postal service.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday On-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Returning in June 2020
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm
Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in
Pastor’s study
Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the
lounge
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room
Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Other Congregations Returning in June to Worship Here
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room.
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30
pm in the Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building
of Faith Meeting Room.

