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In This Economy?
By Vince Amlin, co-pastor of Bethany UCC
and co-planter of Gilead Church Chicago

“You cannot be the servant of two masters! You
will like one more than
the other or be more loyal to one than the other.
You cannot serve both
God and money.” Matthew 6:24 (CEV,
adapted)
As I write this, we’re
a week into our selfquarantine, and the conversation has turned to
making tough choices.
We have to choose,
we’re told, between
people staying safe and
people getting back to
work.
Between our friends
who are sick and our
friends who have been
laid off.
Between flattening the
curve and boosting the
economy.
Between ventilators and
eviction notices.
Between grandparents
and grandkids.
We have to choose.
But the truth is, the
real choice has already
been made:
To be guided by the excitability of the market.
To continue with business as usual.
To bail out giant corporations.
To refuse rent relief.

To serve money.
Not God.
That’s the real choice.
And it’s an either/or.
There’s no in-between.
Try to find some middle
ground, Jesus says, and
your true preference
will always show. Claim
to be a centrist? Your
loyalties will be revealed. You have to
make the tough choice.
So, what will it be?
Your money or your
God? Your money or
your love? Your money
or your life? Their life?
All of their lives?
There is enough
wealth in this country to
care for the sick and the
poor, the hospital and
the small business, the
grandparent and the
grandchild. But not in
this economy. Not if we
continue with business
as usual. Not if we divide ourselves between
tough, false choices, and
ignore the real choice.
What will it be?
Prayer
My One True Choice,
deliver me from specious arguments and
false dichotomies. Bring
an end to business as
usual.

9

Maundy Thursday

10

Good Friday

11

Holy Saturday

12

Easter Sunday

April
Board Meetings
Please contact your
Board chairperson
for more info
5

Trustees Meeting

12 Council Meeting
26 Deacons Meeting

The Quarantine
Blues?
Are you looking for fun
and different things to
do while stuck at
home?
Things that don’t
require much effort but
will lift your spirit?
Maybe something that
might free you from
The Quarantine Blues
by allowing you to
travel without leaving
your nest?
Check this out:
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The Pastor’s Corner

I hope you are finding the
little joys in your days.
With the cool nights we
have been having, there is
a physical joy in snuggling
beneath the covers. The
scent of coffee brewing
fills me with delight. Hot
toast and jam wondrously
combine sweet coolness
with warm earthiness.
Bird song chirps lightly in
my ears. Flowers bloom
their vibrant colors hardly
noticing the presence of
people like me.
There is delight in the
voice of a loved one or a
friend. There is delight in
the familiar sight of that
worn place that shows
where you sit in your favorite chair. There is delight in the aroma of cut
grass. There is delight in
the tart sweetness of
liliko`i. There is delight in
the sensation of water
trailing over the skin.
I could go on and on.
I’m sure you could, too.
Separated as we are, we
will remember the things
we miss. We will remember the places we can not
go and the people we can

not see. We will remember the things we can not
do and the blessings we
can not receive. We will
remember these things.
It will make us sad.
Finding the little joys
will not prevent the sadness. I will give us a
place to go from the sadness. I miss seeing you
and I find joy in the sight
of a rainbow. I miss hearing your voice and I find
joy in the patter of the
rain. I miss tasting your
special recipe (you each
have your own) and I
find joy in the chocolate
covered macadamia. I
miss the fragrance of
your favorite tea and I
find joy in the scent of
my jasmine tea. I miss
the firm grasp of your
handshake and I find joy
in the smooth surface of
the kitchen sink.
I could go on and on.
You may go on and on,
too. It will be good for all
of us.

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:






Deep questions
Surprising wisdom
Unforgettable stories
Seeds of thought
Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study Online:
Tuesdays 3:00 pm
See the Weekly Chime
for connection
information via Zoom,
or call the office for
instructions

April 5
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Matthew 21:1-11

April 12
With aloha,
Pastor Eric

Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Colossians 3:1-4
John 20:1-18
Matthew 28:1-10

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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Happy Birthday Blessings

May

April
01

Nakamoto, Joyce

5

Tanouye, Lillian

01

Yuda, Kayleen

16

Lum-Bellem, Carolyn

05

Kawachika, Kay

16

Ikeda, Marie

05

Nakamoto, Henry

17

Narruhn, John

06 Davis, Lorraine

26

Enomoto, Yasuo

16 Yanagihara, Sachiko

27

Matayoshi, Mary

16 Olcott, Tom

27

Ushijima, Joy

17 Chen, Nancy
17 Lum, Nick
18 Chu, Roberta
19 Kita, Jean
20 Shiroma, Toshiko
20 Tanouye, Jonathan
20 Thoma, JP
25 Wung, Gail
25 Robert, Saburo

Welcome Babies!
The Board of Education
would like to welcome
these little blessings to
our church `ohana:
Yuna Lum-Knikkeberg,
born on January 8, 2020
to Nicholas Lum and
Lori Kannikkeberg. She
is the granddaughter of
Carolyn Lum-Bellem.
Wyatt Kita Okuda, born
to Erin and Kerry Okuda.
He is the grandson of
Woody and Jean Kita.
“For we are what he has
made us, created in
Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand to be
our way of life .”
— Ephesians 2:10 (NSRV)

27 Kusinski, Leigh

The Messenger
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
or via postal service.

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday On-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Returning in May 2020
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm
Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in
Pastor’s study
Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the
lounge
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room
Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Other Congregations Returning in May to Worship Here
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room.
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30
pm in the Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building
of Faith Meeting Room.

