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U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

19 Online worship  
service 

21 Online Bible Study 
3:00 p.m. 

22 Song from Church of 
the Holy Cross 
11:00 a.m. 

24 Online Community 
Sing Concert 
6:00 p.m. 

A p r i l  
B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  

 
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  y o u r  
B o a r d  c h a i r p e r s o n  

f o r  m o r e  i n f o  

26 Deacons Meeting 

A lthough Easter 
marks one of the 

most joyous days of the 
year for Christians, 
churches around the 
world will largely be 
empty of celebration to-
day. 
     With the COVID-19 
pandemic raging on, 
churches have reduced 
their Sunday services to 
online only, and Easter 
Sunday, despite its place 
of prominence in most 
Christian faiths, is no 
exception. 
     But despite the cele-
bratory nature of Easter 
— the holiday, which 
celebrates the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ, typi-
cally coincides with a 
spike in church attend-
ance each year — con-
gregants seem willing to 
postpone their commu-
nal celebrations until 
after the pandemic 
ends. 
     “I think we’re all im-
pressed with the reality 
of the situation,” said 
Eric Anderson, pastor at 
the Church of the Holy 
Cross in Hilo, which  
hosted a live-streamed 
service Easter Sunday at 
10 a.m. 
     Bruce Anderson, di-
rector of the Hawaii De-
partment of Health, last 
week advised churchgo-
ers to limit their attend-

ance in order to main-
tain social distances of 
six feet or more. While 
he saw no problem with 
some churches experi-
menting with a “drive-
through”-styled service, 
where congregants re-
main in their cars, he 
warned churchgoers to 
“stay on guard” over the 
Easter holiday. 
     The Church of the Ho-
ly Cross’ congregants 
have largely adapted to 
their new, online-only 
church services, which 
Anderson said are made 
“as worshipful as possi-
ble, given the limitations 
of the medium.” 
     Meanwhile, Anderson 
said the need to observe 
the Easter holiday has 
never been greater. 
     “The point of the ser-
vice is to tell the story 
once again,” Anderson 
said. “People were alone 
and fearful back then, 
too, and they believed 
the worst had hap-
pened. But then, in front 
of an empty tomb, they 
learned that death does 
not win. Love does.” 
 

 
How far you go in 
life depends on  

your being  
tender with the 

young,  
compassionate with 

the aged,  
sympathetic with 

the striving,  
and tolerant of the 

weak and the strong 
–  

because someday 
 in life  

you will be all of 
these.  

 
– George Washington 

Carver 

   

Easter Sunday Goes Digital 

Used by permission of  Michael  Brestovansky  
 and Hawaii Tribune Herald 
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We have had Easter. We 
will have Easter again. 
 
As a party, it must be con-
fessed, the first Easter 
was rather a failure. When 
the risen Jesus appeared, 
the table was not spread 
for a feast. In fact, in one 
of his post-resurrection 
appearances in John’s gos-
pel, Jesus did the cooking 
himself. In Luke, he had to 
ask his astonished friends 
for something to eat. 
 
And as a party, it must be 
confessed, this past Easter 
Sunday could have gone 
better. Our family gather-
ings were not as large as 
in years past. We missed 
the faces who should have 
surrounded our tables, 
even as we prayed for 
their good health amidst 
the pandemic. Although 
I’m sure some made an 
effort to prepare a festive 
meal, I’m sure plenty of 
others didn’t (including 
me). Our online Easter 
worship service was 
brightened by some spe-
cial music, but don’t we all 
miss singing “Christ the 
Lord is Risen Today” ac-
companied by the organ? 
 
Yet we have had Easter. 
We will have it again. 

Easter resurrection does 

not depend upon our 
preparation. Nobody was 
“ready” for Jesus to rise 
to new life, and nobody 
knew quite what to do 
about it. How do you 
prepare a party when it 
sneaks up on you, when 
you didn’t even realize 
there would be some-
thing to celebrate? You 
can’t. They couldn’t. 
They didn’t. This past 
Sunday, for different rea-
sons, we really couldn’t. 
 
But someday we can. 
Someday we will. 
 
It won’t be the first Sun-
day we’re back together 
for worship (whenever 
that may be). Let’s give 
our musicians some time 
to rehearse. But I prom-
ise you that we will make 
a time to celebrate this 
Easter that happened, 
unprepared as we were, 
in the stillness of the 
night. The organ will 
sound, the choir sing, 
and the message will be 
repeated: 
 
Christ is risen! Christ is 
risen indeed! 
 
With aloha, 

  

Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 

Bible Study Online:  

Tuesdays 3:00 pm 

See the Weekly Chime 

for connection  

information via Zoom,  

or call the office for  

instructions 

 
 

April 19 
 Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 
 
 

April 26 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 
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01 Nakamoto, Joyce 

01 Yuda, Kayleen 

05 Kawachika, Kay 

05 Nakamoto, Henry 

06 Davis, Lorraine 

16 Yanagihara, Sachiko 

16 Olcott, Tom 

17 Chen, Nancy 

17 Lum, Nick 

18 Chu, Roberta 

19 Kita, Jean 

20 Shiroma, Toshiko 

20 Tanouye, Jonathan 

20 Thoma, JP 

25 Wung, Gail 

25 Robert, Saburo 

27 Kusinski, Leigh 

A p r i l  
5 Tanouye, Lillian 

16 Lum-Bellem, Carolyn 

16 Ikeda, Marie 

17 Narruhn, John 

26 Enomoto, Yasuo 

27 Matayoshi, Mary 

27 Ushijima, Joy 

M a y  

The Messenger 
The Messenger is now a weekly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com  

or via postal service. 

Happy Birthday Blessings The New Facts of 
Life 

 
 Half of us are going to 
come out of this quaran-
tine as amazing cooks. 
The other half will come 
out with a drinking  
problem. 
 
 I used to spin that toilet 
paper like I was on Wheel 
of Fortune. Now I turn it 
like I'm cracking a safe. 
 
 I need to practice social 
distancing from the  
refrigerator.  
 

 Homeschooling is going 
well. 2 students suspend-
ed for fighting and 1 
teacher fired for drinking 
on the job. 
 

 Every few days try your 
jeans on just to make sure 
they fit. Pajamas will have 
you believe all is well in 
the kingdom. 
 
  I'm so excited --- it's 
time to take out the gar-
bage. What should I wear? 
 
 Classified Ad: Single 
man with toilet paper 
seeks woman with hand 
sanitizer for good clean 
fun. 
 
 Laugh and be well. 
 
 



Sunday On-line Worship Service begins at 10:00 am  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

Returning in May 2020 

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm 

Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in 

Pastor’s study 

Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the 

lounge 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

Other Congregations Returning  in May to Worship Here 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room. 

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30 

pm in the Sanctuary. 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building 

of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


