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We despised him  

and rejected him; 

he endured suffering  

and pain. 

No one would  

even look at him— 

we ignored him  

as if he were nothing. 

But he endured  

the suffering that 

should have been ours, 

the pain that we should 

have borne. 

All the while we thought 

that his suffering 

was punishment  

sent by God. 

But because of our sins  

he was wounded, 

beaten because  

of the evil we did. 

We are healed  

by the punishment  

he suffered, 

made whole by the 

blows he received. 

(Isaiah 53:3-5) 

 

Worship on Campus Suspended  
for at Least Two Weeks 

The rapid spread and 
potentially serious ef-
fects of the COVID-19 
disease have prompted 
the Board of Deacons to 
cease worshiping in 
person for at least two 
weeks, March 19 and 
26, 2020. We plan to  
offer a worship experi-
ence via live video over 
the Internet. We will 
send more information  
later this week when 
we have had an oppor-
tunity to test it and can 
provide a working  
address. We will be 
sending this infor-
mation to the Weekly 
Chime subscriber list. If 
you need to be in-
formed some other way, 
please call the office at 
935-1283.   
 
The Board of Deacons 
notes that the course of 
the pandemic cannot be 
predicted at this time, 
and we will review the 
situation in the coming 
days. If necessary, we 
may not gather for wor-
ship for longer than two 
weeks. 
 
Pastor Eric writes, 
"This situation makes 
my heart ache. Being 
together in the worship 
of God is a lift to the 

heart and to the spirit. 
This is a time to care 
for our neighbors, 
however, and one of 
the ways we care for 
them is to slow the 
course of this pandem-
ic. We will have to join 
our spirits in prayer as 
best we can via this 
poor substitute until 
the day arrives when 
we can celebrate God's 
grace together once 
more." 
 
In addition, Bible stud-
ies and the Search for 
Wisdom program will 
not be held. Choir will 
not rehearse. Please 
check with the organ-
izers of other groups 
and events to learn 
their plans. 
 

A prayer  

for this week: 
We will miss being to-
gether with you this 
coming week, O God. 
Let your grace span 
the distance we place 
between us to main-
tain our health and 
unite our hearts in 
compassionate praise. 
 
Amen. 
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B y the time you read 
this, this column will 

be out of date. 
 
COVID-19 (an acronym 
for COrona VIrus Disease 
of 2019) has been pro-
nounced a pandemic by 
the specialists at the 
World Health Organiza-
tion. While very few peo-
ple have been diagnosed 
with the disease here in 
Hawai’i, and none on this 
island, that seems very 
likely to change by the 
time you read this. We  
receive new information 
every day. 
 
Last week, UCC Confer-
ence leaders in several 
states where the disease 
has been spreading ad-
vised congregations not to 
hold gatherings for wor-
ship. The 2020 Merrie 
Monarch Festival has been 
canceled. Long-term care 
facilities on this island 
will not admit visitors to 
see the residents. The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints has 
closed worship services 
worldwide.   
 
The Board of Deacons has 
concluded the same: it is 
time to defer meeting in 
person for worship. At 
this time, we have decided 
on a two-week pause, but 
we may need to extend it 
based on conditions. 

 
We will share prayers 
and reflections via live 
video over the Internet. 
You will receive access 
information when it is 
ready via email. If you 
would like to be certain 
that you receive that in-
formation, please call the 
office. Let us know what 
your correct email  
address is or if there is 
another way that we 
should notify you. 
 
We will also need to 
think about how we care 
for one another. People 
may spend long periods 
of time at home, cut off 
from their jobs (and 
their income). Some peo-
ple may not be able to 
get to the grocery store. 
Some living alone may 
miss the comfort of a hu-
man voice. We will all, I 
think, long for the days 
we can greet each other 
with a hug or a hand-
shake again. 
 
Friends, this is likely to 
be a lonely and difficult 
season. Let us assure one 
another of our love for 
one another. Let us be 
assured, one and all, of 
the love of God. 
 
With aloha, 
 
 
Pastor Eric 

Contact Pastor Eric 

Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884  

Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc    Twitter: 

@esanderson   Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson    facebook.com/

holycrosshilo  

The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

Bible Study With  

Pastor Eric 

We gather for: 

 Deep questions 
 Surprising wisdom 
 Unforgettable stories 
 Seeds of thought 
 Refreshment for the  

spirit 
 
 

Bible Study:  

Matthew 

Sundays 8:30 a.m.  

Cancelled 

Follow the Lectionary 
 

 
March 22 

I Samuel 16:1-13 
 Psalm  23 

Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 

 
 

March 29 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Psalm 130 
Romans  8:6-11 
John 11:1-45 
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One Great Hour of Sharing 
Investing in Florida 

R ecovery is chal-
lenging enough for 

people with means, but 
many simply lack the re-
sources to rebuild on 
their own.  From the 
generous contributions 
to One Great Hour of 
Sharing, the United 
Church of Christ, with 
the help of volunteer 
work teams, has re-
stored close to 200 
homes. 
 
 A 70-year old disabled 
Navy veteran lost most 
of his roof’s shingles to 
Hurricane Irma’s winds 
in 2017.  UCC Disaster 
Ministries partnered 
with Volusia Interfaiths/
Agencies Networking in 
Disaster (VIND) to help 
the most vulnerable dis-
aster survivors.  With 

help, the Navy veteran 
obtained a loan to re-
place his roof and vol-
unteers helped with his 
home repairs. 
 
Needs are being met in 
Florida with support 
from One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  Volunteer 
work teams, a construc-
tion supervisor and 
over two dozen UCC 
congregations have vol-
unteered to help repair 
homes.  In the Florida 
Panhandle recovery ef-
forts from the very 
powerful Hurricane Mi-
chael are ongoing.  UCC 
Disaster Ministries is 
working with Long 
Term Recovery Groups 
in seven counties.   
Ken Skalitzky, UCC Dis-
aster Recovery Special-

More Resources on the Coronavirus 

H aving a hard time finding hand sanitizer on the store shelves? Here is a 
recipe to make your own at home. 

 
A church member from Makiki Christian Church has designed a worship bul-
letin insert with tips for staying safe during the coronavirus outbreak. Church-
es are given permission to reproduce the inserts and make them available to 
parishioners and others. 
 
The Southern New England Conference UCC has shared a document, 
"Pandemic Preparations: Inquiring Minds Want to Know," including a ques-
tionnaire to help guide churches in their preparations and responses. 
 
United Church of Christ Disaster Ministries is contributing a $5000 solidarity 
grant toward a growing ecumenical response to the coronavirus emergency in 
China. Read more about that HERE. 
 
Links in this article can be followed on our website, www.holycrosshilo.com. 

ist for the Eastern Re-
gion says, “Our ability 
to support long-term 
recovery in Florida is 
but one example of our 
living the gospel of 
Christ.”  It is also a 
chance to invest in the 
futures of communi-
ties. 
 
Your contributions to 
One Great Hour of 
Sharing make these  
recovery efforts possi-
ble.  Please mail your 
donations to Church of 
the Holy Cross at 440 
W. Lanikaula St., Hilo, 
HI, 96720. Thank you 
for your support. 
 

 
Board of Stewardship 

and Mission  

https://mcusercontent.com/d09d80abc8cc6a2ef04d9acf4/files/c79cd968-66cf-449f-a48b-d2580b5b396a/Recipe_for_Homemade_Hand_Sanitizer.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/d09d80abc8cc6a2ef04d9acf4/files/b2e0a663-33f0-4074-947c-aa4d16620e06/Coronavirus_bulletin_insert.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/d09d80abc8cc6a2ef04d9acf4/files/b2e0a663-33f0-4074-947c-aa4d16620e06/Coronavirus_bulletin_insert.pdf
http://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/files/files/documentsenvironmentalministries/pandemic+preparations+checklist.pdf
https://www.ucc.org/disaster_ucc_joins_ecumenical_coronavirus_response
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T he best known par-
able of Jesus, the 

story of the Good Samar-
itan, Luke 10: 29-37, is 
one that can be consid-
ered from many points of 
view.  Didn’t the ‘man’ 
realize that the path 
from Jerusalem to Jeri-
cho was fraught with 
danger?  Who were the 
‘robbers’ and what moti-
vated their destructive 
behavior?  And the priest 
– what did he learn in 
seminary?  Why didn’t 
the Levite, a worker in 
the temple, have care 
and compassion in his 
heart? 
 
Bullying always involves 
three parties: a bully, a 
victim, and a witness or 
witnesses.  We can see 
these figures in the bibli-
cal story. The bully has, 
of course, already done 
his work and has left the 
scene before we arrive to 
watch. The beaten man 
in the road is obviously 
the victim.  In this story 
the focus is really the be-
havior of the witnesses. 

The Good Samaritan 
demonstrates several 

positive traits when he 
cares for the beaten 
man. We want to plant 
these traits into our 
children’s hearts and 
minds---to help our 
children to absorb the 
truth of these words. 
The Good Samaritan 
stops; he cares for the 
man lying in the 
road.  The story is an 
empowering lesson 
about our responsibil-
ity to care for each of 
our brothers and sis-
ters. It is also a lesson 
that runs counter to 
what children may 
hear and see on the 
playground, in school, 
on TV or even at home.  

In this story there are 
also important lessons 
about the inaction of 
those who pass 
by.   The priest and Le-
vite may be experienc-
ing widely varying feel-
ings when confronted 
with the man injured 
along the road. Perhaps 
one of them feels aver-
sion. Maybe the other 
fears that a similar 
tragedy might happen 
to him if he remains to 

assist the man who has 
been beaten and 
robbed.  Perhaps in the 
future one of these 
passersby will be 
haunted by knowing he 
did nothing to help.  

The Parable of the 
Good Samaritan can be 
understood as a start-
ing place to expose 
personal and societal 
forms of bullying.   Is 
what we hear on the 
playground, in the halls 
of school, what we read 
on Facebook pages so 
different than what we 
see acted out by adults 
in abusive political 
statements or from the 
pulpit, statements of 
racism, sexism, homo-
phobia? 

Jesus asks the lawyer: 
“Which of the three, 
the priest, the Levite or 
the Samaritan, was a 
neighbor to the man 
who fell into the hands 
of the robbers?”  The 
lawyer answers:  “The 
one who showed him 
mercy.”  Jesus says to 
him, “Go and do like-
wise.”  

Bullying: A Theological Reflection 
Written by Ann Hanson, Former UCC JWM Minister for Sexuality Education and Justice 

Printed with permission 
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01 Nakamoto, Joyce 

01 Yuda, Kayleen 

05 Kawachika, Kay 

05 Nakamoto, Henry 

06 Davis, Lorraine 

16 Yanagihara, Sachiko 

16 Olcott, Tom 

17 Chen, Nancy 

17 Lum, Nick 

18 Chu, Roberta 

19 Kita, Jean 

20 Shiroma, Toshiko 

20 Tanouye, Jonathan 

20 Thoma, JP 

25 Wung, Gail 

25 Robert, Saburo 

27 Kusinski, Leigh 

A p r i l  
4 Katada, Emi 

6 Maeda, Margaret 

7 Sato, Thelma 

15 Miyake, Richard 

18 Jack, Lei 

22 Nagami, Tamayo 

22 Suzuki, Clarice 

25 Okabe, Gavin 

28 Kurohara, Martha 

29 Yamane, Jon 

M a r c h  

MARCH 
VOLUNTEERS 

U S H E R S  

IYAA, Jayson Rekis, Stuart 

Mori & Reilly Narruhn 

Sunday, March 22 
Lay Reader 

Ruth Niino-DuPonte 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Kay Kawachika &  

Mary Ann Katayama 

 

Sunday, March 29 
Lay Reader 

Anne Sadayasu 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Cynthia Debus 

Sunday, April 5 
Lay Reader 

Latai Loa 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Janet Fujioka 

 

Sunday, April 12 
Lay Reader 

Janet Fujioka 

 

Chapel Decoration 

Michi Koizumi 

The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the  

Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send 
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal  

service by March 27, 2020 

 

HaBirthday Blessings 



Sunday Worship Service cancelled until further notice  

Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson 

 

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross  

The following events have been cancelled: 

Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm 

Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in 

Pastor’s study 

Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the 

lounge 

IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge. 

Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge. 

Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room 

Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary 

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

Other Congregations Worshiping Here  

The following events have been cancelled: 

Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] -  

Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  

Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith, 

Meeting Room. 

The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30 

pm in the Sanctuary. 

Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building 

of Faith Meeting Room. 

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC  
440 West Lanikaula Street  

Hilo, HI 96720  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

440 West Lanikaula Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 

Office Hours 

Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

Ph. 808-935-1283 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

www.holycrosshilo.com 


