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One Great Hour of Sharing
Invest in Futures

March
Upcoming Dates
07

Trustees Service Day

22

One Great Hour of
Sharing Offering

March
Board Meetings
08 Council Meeting

On March 22nd, the
One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS) special
offering will be collected and dedicated at
our Church. This mission offering carries
God’s message of love
and hope to people in
more than 80 countries. The UCC works
with international
partners to provide
sources of clean water,
food education, health
care, small business
micro-credit, emergency relief, advocacy and
resettlement for refugees and displaced
persons.
Our theme this year
is “Invest in Futures!”
Based on I Corinthians
3:5-9, we are reminded
that we are servants in
the service of God, one
planting, one watering,
and God being the one
who grows and nurtures it all.
Among the support
we give, water, sanita-

tion and adequate nutrition top the list of resources needed. Clean
water and adequate facilities improve health
and give dignity to people at the same time.
Clean water grows better gardens and produces a greater harvest
– leaving money for
families to live on. Lives
are changed when
health improves and
communities thrive.
Stand with UCC congregations by lending a
hand through support
to the OGHS offering.
Your financial assistance will directly help
people and communities affected by disaster,
violence and poverty.
Together, we are coworkers in God’s service, planting and watering seeds for God to
nurture.
Please use the enclosed envelope for
your offering. Thank
you for your generosity.

22 Deacons Meeting

I want to know
Christ and the
power of his
resurrection and
the sharing of his
sufferings by
becoming like him
in his death, if
somehow I may
attain the
resurrection from
the dead.
—Phillipians 3:10-11
(NSRV)
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The Pastor’s Corner

I

was asked this week
why I’d chosen
“wisdom” as the topic for
our Lenten study (which
happens March 5, 12, 26,
and April 2 at 6:30 pm in
the Pastor’s Study).
Why wisdom, after all?
Aren’t we wise enough?
That idea would have
been foreign to those
who sought the nature of
wisdom, taught the practices of wisdom, and
wrote the books about
wisdom that are part of
our Old Testament. For
them, the quest for wisdom lasted one’s entire
life. It engaged every
facet of living from
regard for parents to
selection of a life partner.
It informed relationship
decisions, business decisions, spiritual decisions,
and legal decisions.
Wisdom was offered as a
guide for the poorest in
the land. Wisdom dared
to critique the most powerful in the nation.
Why wisdom?

Those ancient writers
were convinced that
wisdom founded on the
blessings of God offered
two things to those who
followed their ways.
First, it would help
them adjust their lives
to the fundamental
order of God’s Creation.
Advising diligence,
humility, and generosity,
wisdom practices mirror the creative work of
God. Second, this way of
life would increase people’s endurance if and
when order came apart.
Amidst uncertainty and
unwisdom, these practices offered something
of a rescue line.
Why wisdom?
I think it’s safe to say
that there’s a lot of
unwisdom out there.
In such times, we need
all the wisdom we can
get.
With aloha,

Bible Study With
Pastor Eric

We gather for:






Deep questions
Surprising wisdom
Unforgettable stories
Seeds of thought
Refreshment for the
spirit
Bible Study:
Matthew
Sundays 8:30 a.m.
J’s Cafe
Follow the Lectionary
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
The Pastor’s Study:

March 8
Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm 121
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3:1-17

Pastor Eric

March 15
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5.42

Contact Pastor Eric
Office phone: 808-935-1283  Parsonage/cell phone: 808-464-4884
Email: esanderson.ucc@gmail.com  Instagram: esanderson_ucc  Twitter:
@esanderson  Facebook: facebook.com/rev.eric.anderson  facebook.com/
holycrosshilo
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BICENTENNIAL NEWS AND EVENTS

he Coconut Wireless has added this section to feature news and events
commemorating the Hawaiian Mission Bicentennial in 2020. Throughout
this upcoming year, there will be numerous commemoration events listed,
along with some historical items of interest. If you have any news or events to
include, submit them to coconutwireless@hcucc.org. For a listing of events
and news items of interest regarding the Bicentennial, visit this webpage.

Get Hawai’i Conference and UCC National News Directly

O

ur state conference of the UCC
and the denomination’s
national office have
news services that will
deliver directly to your
email or even postal
mailbox. These are wonderful services for keeping track of learning and
worship opportunities,
devotional materials,
and important issues in
the church and the
world.
The Hawai’i Conference
has a weekly newsletter
called The Coconut Wireless. It arrives via email
every Wednesday. Subscribe online at
www.hcucc.org/coconut
-wireless . The Friend is

a print newsletter published six times a year
free of charge, proudly
bearing the title of the
oldest newspaper west
of the Rocky Mountains. To subscribe,
write to lyamashiro@hcucc.org or
call the Hawai’i Conference toll-free at 1-800734-7610.
Nationally, the UCC
sends the Keeping You
Posted email newsletter on Tuesdays. Subscribe at
www.ucc.org/
keeping_you_posted.
The Daily Devotional
offers a Scripture text,
reflection, and prayer
seven days a week

with authors coming
from all around the
country. Sign up at
www.ucc.org/
daily_devotional.
Let us not forget our
own newsletters! The
Weekly Chime email
lists upcoming activities at Church of the
Holy Cross and includes links to Pastor
Eric’s What I’m Thinking video reflection,
arriving on Mondays.
The Messenger arrives
via print or email
twice monthly with
longer articles about
what’s happening at
Church – and, of
course, the birthday
list. Sign up for these
by calling Momi Lyman

Save the Date!

Service Day — Saturday, March 7, 2020
8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

E

veryone is invited —everyone is needed— to aid in the spring cleaning of
our sanctuary and the campus. Many hands make light work as we polish,
scrub,
remove weeds, power wash sidewalks and much more.
Please join is in joyful camaraderie as we come together to beautify our campus.
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other,
as indeed you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NRSV)
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Coronavirus
Symptoms and Diagnosis

D

anny Tengan,
HCUCC Disaster
Ministries Coordinator,
shares some important
reminders about staying
healthy during the coronavirus outbreak.
Symptoms & Diagnosis
For confirmed 2019nCoV (coronavirus) infections, reported illnesses have ranged from
infected people with little to no symptoms to
people being severely ill.
Symptoms may include:
runny nose, headache,
cough, sore throat, fever,
and “a general feeling of
being unwell.” Please
note that these are also
symptoms of a common
cold or flu.
The Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) believes at
this time that symptoms
of 2019-nCoV may appear on average in 10
days, but have appeared
in as few as 2 days or as
long as 14 days after exposure. For typical coronaviruses, people with
cardiopulmonary disease, people with weakened immune systems,
infants, and older adults
are more susceptible.
Transmission
Typical coronaviruses
are most commonly
spread from an infected
person to others through
person-to person exposure, mainly via respiratory droplets produced
when an infected person

coughs or sneezes. The
virus may also be
spread through close
personal contact, such
as touching or shaking
hands; touching an object or surface with the
virus on it, then touching your mouth, nose,
or eyes before washing
your hands; and rarely,
but in some cases, contact with contaminated
fecal matter.
Preventive Measures
There is currently no
vaccine to prevent
2019-nCoV infection.
The best way to prevent infection is to
avoid being exposed to
this virus. Practice frequent hand washing
and use hand sanitizer.
Avoid touching your
eyes, nose and mouth.
Avoid close contact
with people who are
sick and avoid unnecessary situations
where you are in
crowds and/or
cramped situations.
• Hand Washing
Use warm water if it is
available; rub hands
together to make a
lather and scrub all
surfaces. Continue rubbing hands for 20 seconds. Need a timer?
Imagine singing
"Happy Birthday" twice
through to a friend!
Rinse hands well under
running water. Dry
your hands using a paper towel or air dryer.

If possible, use your
paper towel to turn off
the faucet and to open
the door when exiting
a restroom to avoid recontamination. In addition to hand washing,
routinely sanitize
hands as needed using
hand sanitizer.
• Surface Cleaning
Typical coronaviruses
can survive on hard
surfaces for up to 72
hours so these practices of prevention are
very important: Clean
the surface with a commercial product that is
both a detergent
(cleans) and a disinfectant (kills germs).
These products can be
used even when surfaces are not visibly dirty.
Another way to do this
is to wash the surface
with a general household cleaner (soap or
detergent), rinse with
water, and follow with
a disinfectant.
• Avoid Putting
Others at Risk
If you are sick with flulike illness or symptoms, remain at home,
notify your supervisor
and healthcare provider, follow the medical
advice of your
healthcare provider
and stay at home for at
least 24 hours after
your fever is gone
without the use of fever-reducing medicine.
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Happy Birthday Blessings

MARCH
VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

IYAA, Jayson Rekis, Stuart
Mori & Reilly Narruhn

Sunday, March 8
Lay Reader
Gloria Kobayashi

March

April

4

Katada, Emi

01

Nakamoto, Joyce

6

Maeda, Margaret

01

Yuda, Kayleen

7

Sato, Thelma

05

Kawachika, Kay

15

Miyake, Richard

05

Nakamoto, Henry

18

Jack, Lei

06 Davis, Lorraine

22

Nagami, Tamayo

16 Yanagihara, Sachiko

22

Suzuki, Clarice

16 Olcott, Tom

25

Okabe, Gavin

17 Chen, Nancy

28

Kurohara, Martha

17 Lum, Nick

29

Yamane, Jon

18 Chu, Roberta
19 Kita, Jean
20 Shiroma, Toshiko

Chapel Decoration
Carolyn Lum-Bellem

Sunday, March 15
Lay Reader
Jane Kawazoe
Chapel Decoration
Goya Family

Sunday, March 22
Lay Reader
Ruth Niino-DuPonte
Chapel Decoration
Kay Kawachika &
Mary Ann Katayama

20 Tanouye, Jonathan
20 Thoma, JP

Sunday, March 29

25 Wung, Gail

Lay Reader
Anne Sadayasu

25 Robert, Saburo
27 Kusinski, Leigh

Chapel Decoration
Cynthia Debus

The Messenger
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article you would like to submit, please send
it via email in Word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via postal
service by March 13, 2020

Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Pastor: Rev. Eric S. Anderson

Weekly at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study: Sundays, 8:30 am, Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:30 pm
The Gathering Place: Mondays, 9:00 am, Building of Faith, pickleball 1:00 pm
Pastor’s Prayer Group: 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in
Pastor’s study
Choir Rehearsal: Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary & Sundays, 9 a.m. in the
lounge
IYAA Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele: Thursdays, 9:00 am in the Lounge.
Bedesta Bible Study: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room
Hand Bell Choir Practice: Fridays, 2:00 pm in the sanctuary

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
Office Hours
Mon–Thurs 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ph. 808-935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

Community Sing: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Other Congregations Worshiping Here
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] Rev. Ausage and Rev. Rae Lelili`o: 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary.
Bedesta Church - Pastor Edmes Edwin: 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Building of Faith,
Meeting Room.
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – Rev. Bensis Henry: 3:30 pm to 6:30
pm in the Sanctuary.
Islamic Center of Hawaii: Dr. Shawon Rahman, Fridays, 12 to 2 pm, Building
of Faith Meeting Room.

